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Shohat: I hope 
the market will 
stabilize soon 


Tel Aviv stocks plunge by 10 percent 

It could 


JOSE ROSENFELD 
RACHEL NEIMAN 
and GALJT KJPK1S BECK 


TASE stocks plunged by 10 
percent yesterday as share¬ 
holders- stung by the new cap¬ 
ital gains tax - rushed to sell. 

The exchange had been shut 
since trading ended last Tues¬ 
day, when die government an¬ 
nounced plans for a 10% tax 
on stock sale profits as part of 
a wider package aimed at fight¬ 
ing inflation. The tax is to take 
effect on January 1. 

Ninety minutes into what 
many predicted would be 
"‘Black Sunday," the govern¬ 
ment backtracked on the capi¬ 
tal gains tax, modifying it so 
profits could be offset against 
losses. 

Even though the 10% plunge 
was substantia], the results were 
less drastic than expected. Trad¬ 
ing on the Two-Sided Index 
dropped 9.93% to 165.18 and 
9.66% to 165.87 on the Maof 
Index. 

Turnover on the Meretz and 
Two-Sided markets (not including 
the Kararti) was NIS 395. million. 

"I hope that within several days 
we will stabilize at a reasonable 
level that reflects the operations 
and quality of the listed compa¬ 
nies,” Finance Minister Avraham 
Shohat said. 

Early rooming trading on the 
Meretz was marked with uncer¬ 
tainty but by-mid-afternoon rates 
had stabilized to declines of ap¬ 
proximately J5%. in the after¬ 
noon, prices oh the Two-Sided 
market showed losses of 11% and 
10% by the end of hading. 

An excess of selling orders of 
soroe NIS 2 bilhon was registered, 
some-.fftS Mfifraijgie Merefe .. 

‘^^^Sfe'ope^ated differently .- 
than on ordinary days, with unlim¬ 
ited price fluctuations on trading . 
and price-limits set solely by buy¬ 
ers and sellers. Tomorrow’s trad- 



have been 
much 


worse 


COMMENT 


NEIL COHEN 


TEN percent is certainly a pretty 
hefty fall, the heaviest drop in 
most observers' memory. But the 
market did not collapse. 

After the early pummeling the 
market refused to fall further and 
even stabilized at the end of trad¬ 
ing. That, of course, is no guaran¬ 
tee that the market will not contin- 
to fall today but the smart 


ue 


broker looks frantic during the day's proceedings at the exchange. 


(Reuter) 


ing will return to the standard 
10% fluctuation rate. 

No rises in shares were report¬ 
ed. Least affected were bonds, 
with NIS 450m. in trading turn¬ 
over. Short-term bonds were pur¬ 
chased mainly by the banks and 
traded at a loss of 0.5%. Mid- and 
long-term bonds traded at a loss of 
2%-25%. 

Mutual funds showed redemp¬ 
tions of some NIS lb., due to 
anal] investors who felt they had 
no choice but to pull out of the 
market: 

.Banker* and broken yesterday 
expressed mixed forecasts on The'" 
direction of the TASE this week, 
claiming the trend is largely de¬ 
pendent on the government’s con¬ 
solidation bf its reform plan. 

Ze’ev Holtzman, president of 
(Continued on Page 2) 


TASE players struggle through the day 


THE Tel Aviv sun beat down on empty tables 
in the cafes adjoining the Stock Exchange 
yesterday morning. 

The usual early morning sight of young 
wheeler-dealers - double espresso in one 
hand, a cellular phone in the other - was 
noticeably absent. After two days of non¬ 
trading: TASE members were more than 
ready to cake a deep breath and plunge into 
icy, unknown waters. 

Members of the press, with the exception 
of an Army Radio crew..were not allowed 
itiside until trading had begun. The Likud ‘ 
used the opportunity to mount a shortlived 
picket line protesting the new tax, but once 
die press was let in, the protesters dispersed. 

The anteroom leading to the trading floors 
was thick with tension and cigarette smoke. 
"So what do you think,” one man nervously 


RACHEL NEIMAN 


joked, “is everything falling apart?" 

"What a day,’* sighed one woman to 
another as they crossed paths in a doorway. 

. M A mess." commented another young 
man. 

Barracks humor was the best way to deal 
with what was a campaign of sorts - the 
common goal was to make sure that trading 
remained reasonable, with the hope things 
would not fall apart. - • 

The first and second rounds of trading were 
held at fever pitch. "Friends," one trading 
supervisor warned after a particularly 
confusing exchange, "trading is as usual. 
Don’t make me mad." 

Young traders pushed to reach their 
microphones, eyes aloft, watching the 


trading screens. The sight of a friendly face 
from the outside world aroused spontaneous 
human reaction: a hug. a pat or a comradely 
slap on the shoulder, and relief at the sight of 
spreadsheets from the home office. 

In the end. things did not fall apart. The 
usual high sound levels of dealers shouting 
out bids doubled under the strain, but not the 
bidding itself. Exhaustion set in during the 
third round of trading and the atmosphere 
grew somewhat more relaxed. Some traders 
tentatively made their way out to grab a bite 
to ear, girding themselves for what promised 
to be many long hours of work. 

“Will this day ever end?" asked one 
woman as she passed the entrance guard. 
"My day will end as 'usual" he answered. 
"Well," she said ruefully. "I'm not so sure 
about ours." 


Palestinian Police imposes curfew 
on Rafiah refugee camp after clashes 


Fatah: No change in Covenant until 
Israel recognizes Palestinian state 


JON IMMANUEL 


PALESTINIAN Police imposed a curfew on Gaza’s- 
Rafiah refugee camp yesterday, following the killing 
of a youth on Saturday night that unleashed clashes in 
which five people were wounded by police gunfire. 

It was the first curfew imposed by the police since 
.‘taking over from the IDF. 

• The fatal incident occurred when undercover po¬ 
lice of the "Preventive Security Forces,” former 
members of the Fatah Hawks, spotted a group of 
youths they thought were harassing young women on 
Saturday night. They tried to arrest the youths who 
resisted. 

Mussa Abu Samhadana, the commander of the 
police patrol, opened fire, killing 17-year-old Sal ah 
Shayer and wounding another youth, Jalal FCishteh, 
21, in the leg. 

The young women turned oat to be relatives of the 
youths who had just attended a wedding with them 
and may have been drinking or smoking hashish. 

It was. the first;■time a Palestinian policeman had 


shot dead a Palestinian since self-rule began in May. 
One other Palestinian died under interrogation as a 
suspected informer. 

Relatives of Shayer and Kishteh vowed revenge 
and an armed group went to the Shabura neighbor¬ 
hood in the camp yesterday to fry to attack members 
of the Abu Samhadana family. Police arrived on the 
scene. There was an exchange of fire and five people 
were wounded by bullets, Palestinian sources there 
said. 

The Abu Samhadanas are one of the largest armed 
families in the Rafiah area, closely connected to the 
Fatah Hawks. The current Fatah Hawk commander 
is Yasser Abu Samhadana and another member of 
the family once shot dead a suspected informer on 
camera in the middle of the street before fleeing to 
Egypt. The security police accepted 70 members of 
the Fatah Hawks into the police force two months 
ago after ordering them to give up their weapons or 
join the security forces. 


IDF arrests 
aide to PLO 
security chief 


34 injured as bus slams into 
tractor on TA-J’lem highway 


HERB KEINON 


ALON P1NKAS 


THE IDF yesterday apprehended 
Ibrahim Jazzara, a Fatah, member 
close to Jibril Rajoub, the head of 
the Palestinian security services in 
Judea and Samaria, cm grounds of 
carrying arms and violating the is- 
raeJ-PLO agreement. 

' Jazzara,' from Jabel el-Dahar, 
was arrested in Jenin, and a pistol 
was found" when his car was 
searched. He is described by army 
sources as an insignificant player, 
but was repeatedly rumored to 
have been-carrying'guns in viola-. 
tion of the agwsmaeiH- 

The sources said JazEaca is an 
aide to Raj crabs whpi'Ss one senior- 
officer put it, *“K behaving- tike a 
gangster who .thinks he: owns the 
town and is t err o r i zi n g people.” 

The army has been-critical of 
Rajoub for some time, and ex¬ 
pressed reservations over his con¬ 
duct to PLO leaders in Gaza 
through Israeli negotiators and li¬ 
aison officers? 



SOME 34 people were injured, 
four seriously, when an Egged 
415 bus from Jerusalem to Beit 
Shemesh collided last night with 
a tractor doing road work near 
the Sha’ar Hagai Junction on 
the Jernsalem-Tel Aviv 
highway. 

Numerous ambulances from 
Jerusalem and the Coastal Plain 
rushed to the scene and 
evacuated most of the injured to 
hospitals in Jerusalem. The four 
seriously injured were taken to 
Assaf Harofefa Hospital at 
Tzrifih. 

Jerusalem police chief Cmdr. 
Arye Amit, who rushed to the 
scene of the accident, said it was 
a “mfrade” that the bus did not 
overturn, causing even more 
injuries. 

Amir told Israel Radio that it 
appeared from first reports that 
the tractor driver, doing work 
for the Public Works 
Department, was working 
without lights. The tractor 
driver suffered serious bead 
iitiuries, while the bus driver* 
escaped, with only light injur¬ 
ies. ' 

The Jerusalem-Tel Aviv 
highway was closed to traffic for 
about an hour, creating a huge 
traffic jam that made it difficult 


for emergency vehicles to get to 
the scene of the accident. A few 
of the lightly injured were taken 
in private vehicles to Jerusalem 
hospitals. 


FATAH'S Central Committee in 
Tunis has decided that the Pales¬ 
tinian Covenant calling for the de¬ 
struction of Israel won’t be 
changed until Israel recognizes a 
Palestinian state, a leading Fatah 
member told Reuters yesterday. 

Abu Nizar, a member of Fatab's 
Central Committee, said the deci¬ 
sion was taken on Sarurday night 
at a meeting chaired by PLO lead¬ 
er Yasser Arafat. Nabil Shaath 
and Faisal Husseini also reported¬ 
ly attended the meeting. 

Sakbar Habash told AP that no 
formal vote was taken, but he 
agreed the convening of the Pales¬ 
tine National Council should wait 
until Palestinians are in control of 
all the. territories. 

"If Israel does not recognize the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state with East Jerusalem as [its] 
capital, there would not be any 
decision to cancel the clauses of 
the charter calling for the libera¬ 
tion of Palestine," Abu Nizar said. 

If Abu Nizar is correct, the de¬ 
mand would be a violation of the 
Oslo accords, since Palestinian 
statehood is an issue which is not to 
be discussed until final talks, while 
the PLO is committed to change its 
Covenant as soon as possible. 

At a meeting with Foreign Min¬ 
ister Shimon Peres and Norwegian 


JON IMMANUEL 
and news agencies 


Foreign Minister Bjorn Godal on 
Friday in Gaza, Arafat said Israel 
prevented members of the PNC 
from reaching Gaza, and he 
warned that be could not guaran¬ 
tee the outcome of a PNC vote. 

"There should be no meeting of 
the Palestine National Council be¬ 
fore the Palestinian [National] 
Authority takes full control over 
all the occupied territories.” Ha¬ 
bash. another member of the cen¬ 
tral committee told AP. 

Any amendment to the Cove¬ 
nant must be endorsed by two- 
thirds of the council's 480 mem¬ 
bers. and it is doubtful that such a 
high vote in favor of change could 
be reached with the current mem¬ 
bership of the PNC. 

Opposition factions have a rela¬ 
tively high representation, and 
many Fatah members oppose 
changing the Covenant. 

The Palestinians are not doing 
Israel a favor by amending their 
national Covenant, but would do 
themselves one if they change it. 
said Peres yesterday. 

"We have no agreement with 
the secretary-general of the 
PNC," Peres said, speaking at the 
inauguration of a new class of For¬ 


eign Service cadets. “Our agree¬ 
ment is with the PLO leadership. 
It should implement what was 
agreed upon. We suspected that a 
minority in the PNC would oppose 
amending the Covenant, but I’m 
hopeful a responsible and prudent 
majority would change it." 

He added that the current lead¬ 
ership of the Palestinians already 
declared that the Covenant is no 
longer operational. 

Alon Pinkos contributed to this 
report. 


money was in there picking up 
Maof and Mishtanim stocks yes¬ 
terday. Dealers said the Karam 
stocks probably still had further to 
fall today. 

Let us put one myth to rest. 
Respected commentators in vari¬ 
ous Hebrew papers wrote at the 
weekend that since the effective 
tax rate, as revealed by Treasury 
officials in their press conference 
on Thursday, was 18% that was 
the amount by which the market 
ought to fall, from a mathematical 
standpoint. With calculations like 
that they would need the bagrut 
“upgrade" announced yesterday 
for the mathematics examination 
in a big way. As we wrote on 
Friday, mathematically an inves¬ 
tor would look for the market to 
compensate for the new tax by 
falling by 1% for each 10% of real 
annual growth he was anticipat¬ 
ing. Sooner or later people will 
figure this out. Dealers were talk¬ 
ing of the Maof and Mishtanim get¬ 
ting bade to 180 by the end of the 
year and that sounds reasonable. 

What is heartening is that the 
government seems willing to ad¬ 
mit that the plan was rushed out 
by a small group of people and 
that it was far from flawless. While 
numbers bigger than the 10% ini¬ 
tially proposed will frighten some 
people, a 20% or even 30% tax on 
real profits, after offsetting losses, 
would leave the investor better off 
than paying 10% without offset. • 
Obviously someone who only 
picks winners will suffer but over¬ 
all a higher rate with offset must 
be fairer than a situation where 
you can lose money overall and 
still have to pay tax. In the UK 
investors pay 40% and in the US 
38% and people don’t seem to 
complain. 

What is important, though, is 
that the government correct these 
flaws and present the final version 
of the plan quickly, since any de¬ 
gree of uncertainty will unsettle 
investors and do further damage 
to the government’s credibility. 

Public opinion has worked, and 
quickly, so far. There is no reason 
why more pressure should not be 
brought to bear to make this new 
tax a really fair and effective one. 


Can I work 
in my 
profession? 


Where 
will 
we live?. 


SOMEONE ELSE IS PAVING FOR 
YOUR COLLECT CALL TO THE USA! 
YOU CAN SAVE THEM 35%. 



Sprint Collect to the USA 

Now 35%* less through August 31,1994 


Just call the Sprint Collect Toll-Free 
. Access No.: 


177 - 102-2727 


and the Sprint operator wilt do the rest 
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Charge 

.Special 

Offer 

GoSect surcharge 

$5.00 
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$287 

$1.13 

Addition^ rrfrarte 

$1.15 

*1.13 
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$12.47 

$8.14 



Sprint , 


[can my pup[ 
get his 
favorite dog 
biscuits? 


How will 
I learn 
Hebrew? 


Just thinking about living in Israel raises 
1001 questions. Get the answers. 

%CL FREE INFORMATION HOTLINE 
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5:QQ~ 8:00 pjn. Sun.-Thurs. throughout August 



A DAY IN THE ' 
UFE OF ISRAEL 

Be an Israeli for a day. 

Visit growing neighborhoods, 
hi-tech parks, shopping malls, 
schools and more. 

ONLY NB 30! 

Tours depart Td Ariv & JerasaJear 

v ThoisdaysAiig.4.11.18,25. SepL^ 


THE WAY IN 

Discuss with new 
immig rants their joys mid 
tribulations in an evening 
moderated by as 
Aliyah Counselor. 

Tuesdays 8.-00 pjn. 
Jerusalem: August 9.23 
Td Aviv: August 16,30 » 
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Likud forces Knesset debate Settlers 


on 


tax 


Monday, August 22, 1994 The Jerusalem Post 

to IDF: Stop sending 
Drisoners to Jericho 


THE Likud has collected the neces¬ 
sary 30 signatures to force a special 
Knesset debate on the stock exchange 
tax during the summer recess, faction 
chairman Moshe Katsav said yester¬ 
day. 

Katsav said all the signatories are 
Likud MKs, but that he expects other 
opposition factions to join the 
motion. 

Hie debate win probably take 
place next week, Katsav said. 

Katsav charged that the Treasury’s 
proposed capital gains tax was so 
“unsystematic, un p r ofess i onal, and 


EVELYN GORDON 


poorly thought out” that even Likud 
MKs who favored the idea in princi¬ 
ple could not support the plan. 

The Likud has three main objec¬ 
tions to flie Treasury proposal, he 
said, with the first being its failure to 
allow losses to be offset against 
gains. However, this objection is al¬ 
ready moot, since the cabinet yester¬ 
day unanimously voted to introduce 
an offset mechanism. 

The second objection, Katsav said, 
is that the tax is being introduced too 


quickly, thereby creating “panic 

among the public.” Though the tax is 
not slated to take effect for another 
414 months, the Lag time should be six 
months, he said. 

Finally, Katsav said, the Likud be¬ 
lieves that investors whose portfolios 
are worth less than NIS 50,000 
should be exempt from the tax, so as 
not to discQu irpgg small investors. 

However, such, a provision would 
almost certainly create exactly what 
the Treasury wants most to avoid—a 


filing requirement for small investors 
- since otherwise, it would have no 
way of knowing who is eligib le for 
the exemption. Treasury official*! say 
a filing requirement would probably 
discourage small investors more than 
a tax would 

Yesterday moating, some 40 Li¬ 
kud activists, headed by MK Tzahi 
Hancgfai, held a protest outside the 
Tel Aviv Stock Exchange. Hanwgbi 
said the depfcjnn would hrmg insta¬ 
bility to the economy arid had caused. 
a lade of trust in the government’s 
econo mic leadership. 


JORDAN Valley settlers yesterday* 
called upon the IDF to stop sending 
freed Palestinian prisoners to Jericho, 
claiming the town is quickly becom- 


HERB KEINON 

to pass the Na’ama roadblock using 
forged ID cards. About 10 others got 


mg a refuge for convicted terrorists. . away and are believed to.have gone 
“Jordan Valley residents demand back.to their homes. - 


Public takes market’s fall in stride 


DESPITE the sharp drop in the stock ALLISON KAi 

market, the mood yesterday after- _ 

noon outride the commercial banks in 

downtown Tel Aviv couldn’t be de- al from the stock market but there 


ALLISON KAPLAN SOMMER 


panicked. were also many people entering and 

the subdued feeling was picking up stocks at bargain prices, 
eather-it was simply too particularly toward the end of the 


scribed as panicked. 

Much or the subdued feeling was 
due to the weather - it was simply too 
hot to hover on the street around the 
bank screens, as investors traditional¬ 
ly do in times of stock market 
upheaval. 

Inside the air conditioned invest¬ 
ment sections of Bank Hapoalim, in¬ 
vestment counselor Dani Mor said it 
had been a tense and busy day. 

He said there was much wittidraw- 


‘Tm hearing a lot of worry over 
the telephone,” he «a«vt “Hus isn’t 
like the slow descent we’ve seen at 
other points over the past year. Hus 
drop was a big ‘boom.”’ 

By contrast, an investment coun¬ 
selor across the street at Bank Leumi 
said “it’s been relatively quiet here. 


Many of my clients are on vacation, 
but even taking that into consider¬ 
ation, I don’t feel panic from the 
public. I think that most of the imme¬ 
diate a c ti on cm the stock market is 
coming from the big investors and the 
private hmlreragp houses rather than 
the public at large, who are using the 
commercial services.” - 


my. opinion, what's happening is a 
stupid overreaetkra/’ 

Leon and Fanny Marco, who were 
in the bank rfipnHng their retirement 
fund, were Slsd~SIm about the stock 
market gyrations. “It’s a game,” said 
Leon. “Today it went down, tomor¬ 
row it will go down, who knows 
what’s going to happen next week?” 

But Shrifa Peterireud, anot h e r bank 
customer and the proprietor of the 
Salomea jewelry store in the Opera 


that the IDF immediately stop putting 
Palestinian prisoners in Jericho, and 
take out of die city those prisoners 
and terrorists who were placed 
there,” Jordan Valley Settlements 
Committee head David Elhayani said 
yesterday in a letter to OC Central 
Command Maj.-Gen Ilan Biran. The 
letter crone two days after some 250 
Palestinian prisoners, many of them 
killers of suspected collaborators, 
were released an condition they re- 
main in Jericho. 

Itm reported that a group of Pales¬ 
tinian prisoners succeeded in escap¬ 
ing from Jericho over the weekend 
after they were released from prisons 
on Friday and brought to the city.. 

Two of the escapees were captured 
by border policemen when they tried 


The.ieleased prisoners received - 

“Jericho has always been a quiet 
city,” Elhayani wrote. “What is ab¬ 
surd is that since tire Cairo agree¬ 
ment, the city is not what it once was. 
Palestinian prisoners are brought to 
the chy, there arebitter Palestinian 
p oli ce there, snd in the middle are 
Israeli citizens [who drive through 
the town]. This is not the situation we 
waited for.” 

Elhayani, referring to the failure of 
the government - despite numerous 
promises - to pave an acceptable by¬ 
pass road around Jericho, mid: “It is 
inconceivable to ask citizens to drive 
through die city that is turning into a 
detention center, and at the same time 
not to continue paving the Jericho 
bypass road.’.. 


Jordan Valley settlement leaders 
say they have been informed that 
plans to build 7 a bypass-toad have 
been scuttled because of budgetary 
prob lems . At present, cars traveling 
around Jericho use a security road 
which is narrow, full of potholes and 
very poorly paved. 

The Housmg Ministry issued an 
announcement yesterday saying the 
Public Works Department is planning 
a continuation of the bypass road 
which is to replace the security road. 
A 4-kOometer stretch of road from 
the settlement of Na’ama to the secu¬ 
rity road is uearing completion, arid 
the minis try said the next stage will 
be the construction of a 6-km. stretch 
that will replace part of the security 
road. 

Housing Minister Binyamin Ben- 
Eliezer told the Knesset m May that 
the Jericho bypass road would likely 
be completed id “two or three 
months.” 

Jtim contributed tv this: report. 


As Gabriel Kovacks walked out of Tower, was concerned, not only over 

. 1 _I_A_■!_~T TJ_I. tr. . ’ . . . . . _ .. 


the investment section of Bank Ha¬ 
poalim he said “people are panick¬ 
ing, fearing a tax that’s justifiable. In 


her own investments, but how it 
would affect the spending mood of 
her customers. 


Vilnay: Terror attacks in South 
down since PLO takeover 


Palestinians to control 
education by end of month 


4-year-old boy stabbed 
in Liberty Bell Park 


JON IMMANUEL 


HERB KEINON 


THE seventh round of talks on early 
empowerment begins in Cairo today 
and is likely to end with an agreement 
to transfer full control over their edu¬ 
cation to Palestinians by the end of 
the month. 

The mam s tumbling block is the 
lack of financing for the administra¬ 
tion of health, social welfare, tourism 
and education outside Gaza and Jeri¬ 
cho. A financing system has not yet 
been established even inside the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority and running costs 
there and in the areas of “early em¬ 
powerment” are expected to be hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars a year. 

Coordinator of Government Activ¬ 
ities in the Territories Maj.-Gen. 
Danny Rothschild, heading the Israeli 
delegation^ said nn Tyrnel Radio yes¬ 
terday control ovec-edncalion codd 


be transferred because it is relatively 
inexpensive compared with the other 
Spheres If the Civil administr ation 
continues to pay salaries for a month 
or two, the costs will be deducted 
from monies owed by Israel to the 
Pales tinian Authority, he said. 

Another reason the education sys¬ 
tem can be transferr ed to Palestinian 
control is the Pal estinian decision not 
to change tire school curriculum for 
several mouths or up to a year, to 
avoid offending Jordan under whose 
rnrrimlnm Pales tinians nntsirie Gaza 
study, Rothschild said. 

The safe passages from Gaza to 
Jericho which were to have opened 
today remain restricted because of 
disagreement between Israel and the 
Pales tinian Authority over carrying 
firearms from Gaza to Jericho: - 


FOUR-YEAR-OLD Kory Roar, 
stabbed yesterday afternoon while 
playing in Jerusalem’s Liberty Bell 
Park, was in satisfactory condition at 
Hadassah-University Hospital in Em 
gwKm last night after undergoing 
surgery. 

According to Jerusalem police 
spokesman Shmuel Ben-Ruby, the 
boy was stabbed on his right side in 
the park, and taken by his caretaker to 


his home in Yemin Moshe. His moth¬ 
er then called an mnhniance and he 
was brought to the hospital, where he 
was operated on and then placed in 
the children’s intensive care unit. 

A hospital spokesman said the boy 
was stabbed in the ribs. 

Ben-Ruby said police were uncer¬ 
tain as to how the stabbing occurred, 
and they hoped the boy could give 
mare information. 


THE number of terrorist incidents in 
the South has decreased significantly 
since the agreement with the PLO 
was implemented, OC Southern 
Command Maj.-Gen. Matan Vflnay 
said yesterday. 

' He was Mealring during a visit to 
the Gush Katif region by President 
Fafer Weizman and his wife. Reruns. 

Vflnay said there have been 49 
incidents since May, compared to 120 
in the previo u s three months. * 

“I am not ex pr essing an opinion 
about the political situation,” he said. 
“Judge for yourselves.” 

Following a briefing at army head- 


BATSHEVA TSUR 

quarters, the Weizmans left for the 
enclave of Kfar Darom, where they 
were warmly received by flag-wav¬ 
ing children. 

. After be donned a kippa and 
blessed the welcoming bread and salt, 
Weizman sat down to listen to the 
problems of the settlers. 

They told him of their difficulties 
in getting to and from the isolated 
settlement and asked that an addition¬ 
al nine caravans be brought inside die 
enclave to absorb new famili es. 


Weizman said he was aware that 
security tod been beefed up for his 
visit bat told the settlers it was impos¬ 
sible to keep all fat army in that area. 
He expressed the hope that their safe¬ 
ty would get better as the relations 
with the Palestinians improved 
The Weizmans theusiopped atNe- 
veh Dekatim. 

“You should do more to promote 
the hotel here,” Weizman told re¬ 
gional council head. Zvi Handel 
“When the TV cameras come here, 
show them your achievements, the 
successful agricultural products yon 
have produced.” 


‘ BAR ILAN UNIVERSfTY * 

extends sineerest condolences to 

i 

GITTA NAGEL and family 

of Los Angeles 

a devoted friend 
and patron of the University 
on the passing of her dear 

FATHER 

tw ‘pro poiin oipnn 

The American Jewish Committee 
The Institute on American Jewish-lsraeli Relations 
and the Staff of the Israel Office 

extend deep condolences to 

Mordechai Gazit and his family 

on the passing of 

RINA GAZIT 


Settlers fold 'tent city’ 
opposite PM’s Office 

HERB KEINON 

THE “tent oty 7 ' that settlers set up 'Yam byHUforists- aear Hdbrott. i 
near the Prime h^nisfer’.g-'.Office , Ya’aqov hfoy^ck,-. ^ beag of 
force months ago-to protest foe gov- Match Ma&natz iwnch was behind 


eminent’s diplomatic moves nme 
down yesterday, after the number of 
people willing to camp there for three 
to seven days ata time dwindled from 
a few hundred to a few dozen. 

Hie “tent city” was set up at the 
end of May by Ma’ale Levona resi¬ 
dents protesting the murder of one of 
their neighbors, Margalit Ruth Sho¬ 
hat, killed with Kiryat Aiba’s Rafael 


foe three-month protest, said the 
“tent city fulfilled its function,” and 
that now it was time to turn to other 
means of protest He said that al¬ 
though the organizers of the protest 
failed to reach their goal of having 
1,000camp there at any one time, the 
“tent dty” was a catalyst for anti- 
government demonstrations when 
Arafat arrived 


STOCKS 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

Giza Investment Banking, said the 
market may register a technical cor¬ 
rection today, fart the public’s uncer¬ 
tainty may result in a continued drop 
in prices. 

“People don’t know what is going 
on,” said Holtzman. “The issue erf 
offsetting losses against gains re¬ 
mains undear, [and] we don’t know 
who it applies to arid how much tax 
will be imposed. The public needs to 
calm down, but the government’s 
declarations are making investors 
nervous. 

“Hie government’s j pfan is not 
consolidated and reflects unfamiliari¬ 
ty with the capital market,” be added. 
“Instead of creating a situation of 
certainty, foe government has created 
a state of panic and distrust.” 

Uzi Danino, deputy general man¬ 
ager of United Mizrahi Bank’s secu¬ 
rities division, agreed with Holtz- 
man’s criticism of the government, 
but predicted the tnaHcwt will contin¬ 
ue to fall today. 

“I don’t expect a technical correc¬ 
tion tomorrow [Monday],” said Dan¬ 
ino. “If the market would have regis¬ 
tered a 15% drop today, there would 
be reason to expect a technical cor¬ 
rection. Since foe market fell 10%, 
we can expect prices to continue to 
drop.” 

Yesterday morning, the cabinet ap¬ 
proved Shohatis proposal to tax the 


The Board and Employees of the Dankner Group of Companies 

deeply mourn 

and share the grief of the families on the passing of 

< DAVID GINIO y-t 

One of the founders of the Dankner Group 
Chairman of the Board of Israel Salt Industries Ltd. 
And a member of the Board of the Dankner Group. 


stock market, but responding to pres¬ 
sure from investors included the op¬ 
tion allowing speculators to offset 
losses for tax purposes. 

Shohat interpreted foe cabinet’s 
ded si on as a vote of confidence in his 
proposal. He said he had only intend¬ 
ed to explain his proposal to his col¬ 
leagues and was surprised that the 
cabinet was ready to adopt it 
unanimously. 

However, Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin called on foe cabinet to adopt 
the 10% tax on ca p ital gam* with a 
requirement for the government to 
provide an option to offset losses. 
Shohat originally dismissed offset¬ 
ting losses due to foe bureaucratic red 
tape it would entafl. 

Treasury officials explained to 
cabinet members that it would be 
Impossible to have a paperless tax 
offeet option. Instead, investors will 
have to file tax returns to offset their 
stock market losses. 

Shohat said tire mam tamritm vehi¬ 
cle will be the straight 10% tax on 
capital gains taken at the source, 
which will not include any filing re¬ 
quirements from investors. 

Should investors want to offset 
their losses, they will have to file 
returns for a determinate period of 
years and pay a hi gher tax on their 
gains to ensure stock market tax reve¬ 
nues remain at about NIS 500m. a 
year. 

State Revenues Director Yoram 
Gabbai said the straight 10% tax 
would translate into an 18% tax on 
profits, in terms of the amount of 
revenues foe Treasury will extract 
from the new tax. Gabbai said a ia$e 
for the optional offset route has yet to 
be detennnifld. 


Jordanian Prime Minister Abdul Salnm Mqjali (left) greets Mohammed Zudhi Nashashibi, Minister 
of Finance in the Palestinian National Authority in Gaza and Jericho yesterday as part of an effort to 
resolve differences between the two sides. (ap) 

Jordanians host Palestinian delegation 


JON IMMANUEL 
and news agencies 

JORDANIAN and Palestinian dele¬ 
gates met in Amman yesterday to 
calm strained relations between foe 
two sides. 

Jordanian Prime Minister Abdul- 
Salam al-Majaii, who chaired the 
m eeting , and Palestinian Authority 
Information Minister Yasser Abed- 
Rabbo, who led the Palestinian team, 
played down talk of deep riffs, Reu¬ 
ters reported. 

The delegations set up force com¬ 
mittees - political, economic cooper¬ 
ation, and administrative and security 
“to define bilateral items to be raised 
with IsraeL 

Other members of the Paiestinan- 
Authority at die talks included. Edu¬ 
cation Minister Yasser Amr, Finance 
Minister Mohammed Nashashibi, 
Transport Minister Abdul Hafe As- 
sbaab and Justice Minister Freih Aba 
Medein. 

Hie Palestinians are concerned that 

Israel and Jordan are reaching bilater¬ 
al agreements on issues that concern 
Palestinians without consulting them, 
particularly “foe high priority” Israel 
has given Jordan's chums over Jeru¬ 
salem’s Islamic Holy sites. 

Other iwngg are an Israeli Jordani¬ 
an agreement to allow $30 milllou of 
Jordanian goods across foe ARenby 
Bridge, which the PLO considers a 
violation of Palestinian economic 
antonomy. 

Some Palestinians talks of exploit- 


However, King Hu g s ei n has or¬ 
dered Majali to pay the salaries and 
running costs of the force. 

Arafat met yesterday m Alexandria 
with President Hosm Mubarak. No 


statements were made after foe meet¬ 
ing at Mubarak’s summer residence. 
The talks focused on liMg; in the 
Cairo accord, Egypt’s Middle East 
New Agency said. 
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before the budget legiriation. He was 
unable to give a set date, since Trea¬ 
sury officials need to figure a way to 
implement foe option to offset losses. 

Likud Chairman Binyamm Netan¬ 
yahu called on Rabin to freeze.the 
proposed tax far a year to establish a 
committee of experts to rethink foe 
issue. Shohat said the tax committee 
headed by Gabbai last year and sever¬ 
al committees that preceded it had 
studied the issue and concluded there 
is a need to tax capital gains 

Netanyahu blamed Rabin and Sho¬ 
hat for yesterday’s poor stock market 
performance, saying their “lack of 
credibility brought about foe instabil¬ 
ity we witnessed today in foe unprec¬ 
edented drop in prices in the stock 
market” 


For details, call Alan Schwartz in our 
Jerusalem office or return the attached coupon 
to: CommStock Trading Ltd. POB 7777 
Jerusalem 91077; fax 02-244876 


ignore foe PLO. ■ 

Palestinians would also like to alter 
foe Jordanian school curriculum to 
reflect greater Palestinian national¬ 
ism. but want to avoid Jordanian dis¬ 
crimination against Pal estinian stu¬ 
dents applying for higher education 
m Jordan. 

Majali said neither side discussed a 
possible visit to Jordan by PLO diair- 
man Yasser Arafat 

fo what appeared to be a major 
setback for Arafat, foe commander of 
the Amman- based Badr Brigade of 
the Palestine Liberation Army which 
has sent a thousand troops to ft»a 
said he had been told by Arafat to 
< il s n us s troops still in Jordan on un¬ 
paid leave. 
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NEWS 


Health funds 


must appoint 
internal 


comptrollers 


JUDY SIEGEL 


ALL the heattb funds will be required 
to appoint internal comptrollers and 
prepare public financial reports such 
as those produced by companies list¬ 
ed on the stock exchange. 

These new regulations have been 
approved by Health Minister Ephra- 
ia Such, who accepted recommenda¬ 
tions by a committee of experts relat¬ 
ing to the National Health Insurance 
Law, due to go into effect in a few 
months. 

Sneh, who sent the proposals to 
ministry legal experts for their final 
wording, said “implementation of 
the regulations will be a step up to¬ 
ward the quality of public supervision 
of the health funds and will bring 
about their unproved functioning.” 

At present, most of the health 
funds prepare financial statements 
only for their boards of directors. 

Under the new rules, all health 
fund members may receive at their 
request the financial statements of the 
insurers and of their subsidiaries. An 
external accountant will be appo int ed 


by the health fund's council annually, 
which wSI supervise the reports. 

In addition, the insurers will be 
required to publicize die salaries of 
their five most senior officers, to re¬ 
port any deals connected to vested 
interests in the health fond and to 
publish figures on membership. 

The health funds will transfer all 
medical files of a member to another 
health fund if he chooses to leave. 

Reacting to die new regulations, 
Kupat Holim Qalit spokesman David 
Tagar said “it was about time" that 
the smaller health funds were re¬ 
quired to give a public accounting of 
their activities. 

The [debt-ridden] Histadxut health 
fund has "for many years” had pub¬ 
lic supervision by the state comptrol¬ 
ler, the Qalit comptroller and ac¬ 
counting finrK Its h»tanr». sheets are 
presented to the Treasury and the 
Histadrut on a regular baas. 

"The end has come to the smaller 
health funds being run as a private 
business,” Tagar said. 



MK forces 
Knesset 


session on 


violence 


against 


women 

EVELYN GORDON 


A homeless man straggles with police and border policemen yesterday daring a demonstration by some 30 members of the encampment 
of hometo pw^e who have been hvmg opposite the Prime Minister’s Office in Jerusalem. The protesters held signs criticizing Prime 
Mbu^ Yrtzhak Babm and Boosing Minister Binyamin Ben-EHezer, and said they have been receiving dozens Of phonTcaUs from 
families interested in joining their tent encampment, despite the poor sanitary conffitroas there. (StcWttuwi) 


New houses in Katzrin snapped up 


MORE than 30 out of a total of 80 


DAVID RUDGE 


new homes put up fbr sale yesterday 
**——■--purchased, J — 


Hadassah doctors 
back to work 


JUDY SIEGEL 


ABOUT 80 operations and hundreds 
of outpatient visits were canceled 
yesterday at the two Hadassah-Um-. 
versify Hospitals, because of doctors* 
sanctions that are due to end at 7 a.m. 
today. 

The 700 physicians, who func¬ 
tioned on a Shabbat schedule, did not 
reveal what farther measures they in¬ 
tend to take. 

The sanctions at the Bin Kerem and 
Ml Scopus hospitals were called to 
protest a freeze on 28 job slots over 
the. neat two years. The doctors 
charge that failing to fill vacant posi¬ 
tions will put more of a harden on the 
doctors who .remain. 

Hadassah Medical Organization 
Shame! P@c 



end mfllioa-dollars. 

He added that the sanctions were 
"illegal” - the recent Israel Medical 
Association wage contract, which 
granted a 50 percent increase in net 


pay, committed the doctors to 'Tabor 
peaefc.” 

Penchas added that H ada ssah doc¬ 
tors have for years enjoyed better 
conditions than physicians in any oth¬ 
er hospital, enjoying 15% more job 
slots for each unit Therefore, reduc¬ 
ing manpower by 23% over two 
years will “merely skim off some of 
the cream.” 

The other hospital workers will ac¬ 
count for some 230 frozen positions 
in the two Jerusalem hospitals man- 
agemeot said. 

Although the HMO publicized the 
dosing oldinics and diagnostic insti¬ 
tutes, a number of patients who bad 
not heard turned up yesterday and 
were told to go home. 

- Hadassah national president ! 
be^usevo^vi.rah Kaplan* who received a; ' 
defiotof seVf-C. from the doctors, said wia/BHy. 

backed management, and that they 
would have to contribute to fIMO’s 
hoped-for return to financial stability. 

No comment was available from 
the doctors* union yesterday. 


in Katzrin were purchased, despite 
continuing uncertainty over the future 
of the Golan Heights. ‘T have been 
very pleasantly surprised by the de¬ 
mand for the new houses and at this 
rate I expect the whole batch to be 
sold within the space of a few days," 
said Katzrin local council head Sam¬ 
my Bar-Lev. 

He said tire deeds of the home- 
buyers spoke louder than any politi¬ 
cians’ words and proved that people 
saw themselves having a future on the 
Golan. 

“People are buying homes in 
Katzrin because they want to live and 
work here and enjoy a better standard 
of living and not because they are 


speculators. If anybody wants to 
speculate with his or her money they 
can do so on the bourse,” said Bar- 
Lev. 

The price tag of just NIS 160,000 
for a 70 square meter ground-floor 
apartment with a garden and ap¬ 
proved extension plans, might also 
have something to do with the 
demand. 

The 80 houses put on sale yester¬ 
day were constructed by the Shikun 
Urnuah government housing compa¬ 
ny. They are pan of a last batch of 
nearly 200 recently-completed new 
homes in Katzrin. 

The small sales office at the new 
housing site was flooded with pro¬ 


spective buyers yesterday, some of 
whom had started to queue up from as 
early as 5 am. 

One of the buyers, Ya’acov Abut- 
boul from Kiryat Shmona, said he 
worked in the Golan and wanted to 
live close to his job, adding that he 
would barely be able to buy one room 
elsewhere in the country for the price 
of a new house in Kaizrin. 

Another purchaser said he had 
lived on the Golan and was baying a 
new place for his son so the latter 
could enjoy the lifestyle there. He 
maintained that all the talk of return¬ 
ing the region to Syria was just hot 
air. 

Some 500 homes on another new 
housing site in the town have all been 
sold already and most are occupied. 


Kibbutz drug smugglers released 
early from South African jail 


|osL»ere liabfepfr j 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Scores raised on five-unit math bagrut exam 

Pupils who took the five-unit bagrul mathematics examination this 
summer have til been awarded an extra six points, the Education 
Ministry announced yesterday. 

An analysis of the results of the examination revealed that 
complaints by pupils and teachers that the test had been far more 
difficult than previous exams in the same category were justified and 
the marks were therefore upgraded. 

However, complaints about foe level of the exams in geography 
and civics were not founded and the results (fid not have to be adjusted, 
the ministry spokesman said. 


Austria asks for overflight rights to Amman 

Austrian Airlines has asked the CxvuAviation Authority for 


permission to fly over Israel on its flights to Amman, the airiinc 
announced yesterday. 

T/ v sil pianager Fli Messer said he had made the request to 
Menahem Sharon, bead of the Crvil Aviation Authority, to enable the 
Austrian gamer to reduce its flying time to Amman. Austrian Airlines 
renewed its twice weekly flights to Amman six months ago and, in 
addition to the fli ghts to Israel, also flies to Beirut and Damascus. 

Sharon said yesterday that he had not yet received an official 
and that he. would consider all such requests only after die 
t Israeli airspace by the Jordanians had actually begun. 



cards * . 

In yesterday's Mifal Hapayis daily Chance card draw, the lucky cards 
wcre*fre ace Df spades, eight of hearts, 10 of diamonds and jack of 
dubs.: V V 


Swede: Israeli passengers not dangerous 

The bead oif the safety committee of the Swedish Pilots Association 
said this weekend that he had been misunderstood when be said the 
presence oflsraeli passengerscould make SAS planes a target for 
terrorattaoks. 

v Christian Dtistrom had been quoted as making the remark in the 
Swedish daily, Svenska DagbkuL He said it had been in the context of a 
wa rning fmmthe American FBI that Islamic tenor organizations 
were likely to carry out suicide attacks on planes in the near future. 

In response to Dalstrom’s remarks, Zvi Rosenberg, head of the 
Israeli Pilots Association, protested and noted that he and his 
colleagues wtinld be willing to cany every passenger, after a standard 
security cbedtl . 


TWO brothers convicted in South 
Africa of drug smug glin g are now 
back oiKthejrjribbittz in the Galilee 
-a a thfrcTof their 

_ r _ J mtepfgmjoa 
of, R26hutx*.PrisQne& Rehabilitation 
program director Herat Lapid. 

Yariv Levy, 26, and Dotan Levy, 
24, from Kibbutz Kfar Masaryk, were 
caught in South Africa last year with 
over 550 LSD tablets, which they 
claimed they had been asked by an¬ 
other Israeli to deliver to someone in 
South Africa. 

The brothers were tried and con¬ 
victed last September and each sen¬ 
tenced to three years in prison. 

Lapid, whose rehabilitation pro¬ 
gram for prisoners within the frame¬ 
work of living and working on a 
kibbutz has won international ac¬ 
claim, was asked by the family to 


DAVID RUDGE 


intervene. — 

Lapidl toldtZfc Jerusalem Post, that 
-he flew-to South Africa earlier this 
year andmet .with the justice minister 
there. 

“I said I would be prepared to take 
the brothers into my custody and ad¬ 
mit them to the program and that I 
would be very happy to inform him of 
their progress,” said Lapid. 

“Last week they were deported 
from South Africa and were brought 
back to Israel under the escort of two 
South African policemen and handed 
into my custody,” he said. “They are 
now working hard on their own kib¬ 
butz to pay back all the money spent 
on securing their release, including 
their lawyer’s fees and my travel ex¬ 
penses.” 


On another matter, Lapid recently 
managed to secure the promised re- 
- leased another Israeli who has so far 
-aesyedrdftaf &■#Ckjwsqr. pagan lam 
Mosbet Elkay am, 1 37; from Y avne, 
-was given..the, heavy-prison.term in 
Houston after being convicted of lad- 
napping his American-born wife and 
forcing her to watch as be burned 
down her flower shop business. 

Lapid visited Houston earlier this 
year and met with members of the 
parole board to whom he outlined 
details of the kibbutz prisoner reha¬ 
bilitation program. 

“It was agreed that he [Elkayam] 
would be released into my custody in 
the US in December this year, provid¬ 
ed he maintained a clean record in jail 
until then and on condition that I 
would escort him back to Israel,” 
said Lapid. 


Jerusalem clergyman in running for 
head of Armenian Orthodox Church 


AT LEAST one Jerusalem clergyman 
is a serious contender to become the 
new world head of the Armenian Or¬ 
thodox dutch, according to local 
church sources. 

Vazken L catbolicos of all Arme¬ 
nians, passed away on Wednesday, 
following a long Alness. Armenian 
Patriarch Torkom Manoogian left for 
Armenia last week to attend Sunday’s 
funeral and the subsequent election of 
a locum tenens, who is to act as 
temporary pope of the Armenian 
Church untH a permanent successor is 
elected. 

According to local church sources 
in Jerusalem, Manoogian has a good 
chance of being elected to temporar- 


HAJM SHAPIRO 


fly fill the role of patriarch and also to 
be chosen as the permanent world 
head of the Armenian Church. His 
most serious competition could come 
from a lesser known churchman, who 
has an advantage because be lives in 
Armenia. 

Another Jerusalem figure whose 
name has been mentioned as a possi¬ 
ble successor to the catbolicos is 
Archbishop Shake Ajamian, who had 
held an elevated post in the Armenian 
Church in Jerusalem until he quar¬ 
reled with the late patriarch, Yeshige 
Derderian several years ago. At that 
time, Ajamian was expelled from the 


Brotherhood of St James, which gov¬ 
erns the Jerusalem church, but he has 
remained an influential figure in in¬ 
ternational Armenian Church affairs, 
especially in his role as the represen¬ 
tative of Vazken I to the World Coun¬ 
cil of Churches in Geneva. 

Meanwhile speculation has already 
begun in Jerusalem as to who would 
replace the present patriarch if he is 
elected to bead the world church. 

This week the Armenian commu¬ 
nity in Jerusalem has a special book 
in which those who wish to do so may 
inscribe condolence messages. Next 
Monday a requium mass is to be held 
at Sl James Armenian Cathedral in 
the Old City of Jerusalem. 


Joint Israeli-Jordanian TV station proposed 


A PROPOSAL to create a joint lsrae- 
11-Jordanian television arts station has 
been submitted to the relevant minis¬ 
ters and the head of the Israeli negoti¬ 
ating team by two members of the 
Israel Association of the Periodical 
Press. 

The two, IAPP chairman Joseph 
Pr anks! and David La vie, chair of 
lAFP’s international relations com¬ 
mittee, suggest establishing a channel 


UAT COLLINS 


similar to Arte, the joint German- 
French station. 

“One of the ways of drawing to¬ 
gether the two countries which have 
suffered enmity for generations is to 
expose each of them to the other's 
culture. In the age of electronic me¬ 
dia, it seems the most efficient means 
of doing this is via television, and 


particularly by a television station 
jointly and simultaneously broadcast¬ 
ing programs in both countries which 
express the cultures of the two peo¬ 
ples,” said Frankel and Lavie in the 
proposal 

Arte was founded in 1990 to broad¬ 
cast arts programs in France and Ger¬ 
many, following the- initiative of 
President Francois Mitterrand and- 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 


EDDIE'S AUTUMN OFFERS 


RETURN OF THE 
LONDON THEATER TOUR 


Enjoy 9 wonderful daysln London - 
5 suporb shows - 2 tours of London- 
* personally led by Eddie. ★ 

. DATES: NOVEMBER 1-8 
COST: $t175 phn taxes - bed & breakfast 


. FAR EAST & 

CHINA (KOSHER) TOUR 
DATES: OCTOBER 18 TO NOVEMBER 13 
Join Eddie's annual de luxe tour to 
Hong Koto, China. Singapore and Thailand. 

* escorted by David Miller * 

COST: $6200 per person in double room, 
_._ plus taxes. __ 


■ ■ phone now for details of ; • 
Kosher End-of-Year Kenya Tounand 
. February Kosher Tour of South Africa. 


NOTICE TO TOURISTS 
All these tours may be booked in Israel by 
non-residents. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL LTD. 

6 Hameyasdim Street, Netanya Tel. 09-339171,829805 Fax. 09-829802 
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unicef ® 


UNICEF RWANDA EMERGENCY APPEAL 


HELP UNICEF SAVE THE 
CHILDREN OF RWANDA 


Donations to: 

Bank Le’umi, University branch 
Givat Ram, Jerusalem 

Hava’ad Hay Israeli Lema’an Unicef (Rwanda) 
Account no. 37350/35 


British 
Airways 
cuts rates 


to US 


HAIM SHAPIRO 


BRITISH Airways has announced 
a drastic redaction in fares to cele¬ 
brate its 75th anniversary, result¬ 
ing in a round-trip ticket from Tel 
Aviv to New York for as low as 
$727. 

Tbe reduced prices are all for 
round-trip flights or iginating lii 
London, with some of the lowest 
fares within Europe. Thus the 
ronnd-trip fare to Paris is £59 
(about NIS 270) and Rome, £99 
(NIS 460) 

AH the reduced fares must be 
purchased by the end of August 
and are for limited dates. Tims, the 
special prices to North and South 
America are for travel which be¬ 
gins after November 1 and is com¬ 
pleted by December 10. 

The bargain fare to New York is 
£168 (NIS 780), to Los Angeles 
JH99 (NIS 921) and to Rio de Janei¬ 
ro £2a9;1jNI61£9fi) m«: ennsnfl 

SmTScffiramg town*_ 

%1 director of firitrik’ Airirays:" 

However the current lowest 
round-trip fare to London is dne to 
go down in November from $528 to 
$467. This price, combined with the 
bargain fare from London to New 
York, creates a round-trip fare of 
$727 from Tel Aviv to tire US. 

Dror could not say exactly how 
many seats, or what percentage of 
the total seats, would be available 
at the special bargain rates, but she 
said there were currently seats 
available on all Sights to New York 
at the special prices. 

El A1 spokesman Nachman Klei- 
man said the company had no im- . 
mediate intention of trying to 
match the British Airways prices. 

He said El A] has adopted a wait- 
and-see attitude. 


MK DAUA Itzik (Labor) said she 
has amassed the necessary 30 signa¬ 
tures to force a special Knesset ses¬ 
sion on violence against women dar¬ 
ing tbe summer recess. 

Itzik said her effort was prompted 
by the recent upsurge in such vio¬ 
lence, which has led to several wom¬ 
en being murdered by their h u sban d s. 

“By having a special session [on 
this subject], the Knesset will send 
die message to the public that this 
drama is occurring,’* she said. 

Itzik said her goal is to persua de 
the legislature to set up a special 
forum of ministers and MKs devoted 
to fitting s ways of dealing with this 
problem. 

Any solution must be interdisci¬ 
plinary - dealing with legal, social’ 
and educational issues, she said. 

One major problem is society’s 
forgiving attitude toward wife-tieat- 
ers, Itzik said. Even the battered 
wives themselves, she said, will often 
beg forgiveness for their husbands. 

“But Israeli society cannot be si¬ 
lent [on this issue],” she said. “It is 
inconceivable that the stock market 
should occupy tbe whole country, 
while these poor women don’t have a 
voice.” 

However, it seems probable that 
her motion will be thrown together 
with a debate about taxing stock mar¬ 
ket profits, since die Likud has gath¬ 
ered 30 signatures to force a special 
session on this subject. 

It is unlikely that Speaker Shevah 
Weiss would choose to convene two 
separate special sessions. 


Yeshiva 


principal 
remanded for 
five days 


A JERUSALEM rabbi and hesder 
yeshiva principal, suspected of sexu¬ 
ally assaulting, molesting and harass¬ 
ing hismale pupfls, was remanded for 
ffwe days yaaerdayj 

the 


acf used his position to i 


with 5 pdal and personal problems, 
sexually assaulting them, sometimes 
violently, and caressing them. 

Die defense lawyer said Ben-Meir, 
47, is an educator who uses uncon¬ 
ventional methods with his pupils, 
including hugging and stroking, 
which are not sexual acts. 

Tel Aviv Magistrates Court Judge 
Yehudit Shevah noted that although 
the investigation is only in its prelim¬ 
inary stages, there was enough evi¬ 
dence to establish suspicion of the 
suspect’s guilt 

At the beginning of the bearing; 
Shevah turned down a defense re¬ 
quest to hold the hearing behind 
closed doors, in light of the da mage 
that could be caused to the rabbi, who 
is a public figure. (him) 
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The Israel Educational Television 
7 14 Klausner SL Ramat Aviv, Tel. OS-6466266 


Invitation to Tender No. 50/94 
1/2" Beta SP Video Recorders/Players 
Israel Educational TV wishes to receive bids 
lor the supply of 

1/2" Beta SP Video Recorders/Players, 
in the following categories: 

BVW 70P, BVW 75P 
Quantity: up to 5 units of each type 
Period of contract: one year, with an option for additional 
periods. 

Final date for submission of offers: Monday, October 
3, 1994, at 12 noon. 

Bids can be submitted 
9 a.m. - 2 p 

Room 106 at the LE.T.V. offices. 

Bids should be submitted In two copies. 

Forms and additional information can be obtained from 
Bat-sheva Ashkenazi in Room 106., Tel. 03-6466266, 
or Berni Nisenholtz, Tel. 03-6466354, Sunday through 
Thursday only, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Israel Educational TV reserves the right to conduct 
negotiations with, and to split the purchase among several 
bidders. 

No undertaking is given to accept the lowest or any bid. 


e submitted Sunday through Thursday only, 
>.m., and should be placed in the tenders box ii 


in 



Summer in Sinai !!! 


with Neot Hakiftar 


★ 4 Day Sinai Safari 


$ 190 .- 


★ 6 Day Trek. The High Range Circuit $ 245 .— 

★ Action Vacation in Sinai 

(2 day tour+5 nights in hotel) From $ 206 .— 

★ Vacation in Sinai (3 nights) From $ 90 .— 


For more details, please contact one of our offices, 

NEOT HAKIKAR TOURING Co. 




Tel Avtv: 78. Ben Yehuda Sl 
Jerusalem: 5. Shlomzion Hamalba Sl, 
Eilat: Amiel Khan Center: 


Tel. 03-5238161 
Tel. 02-236262 fj 


Tel. 07-330425/6 | 
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Search 
delayed 
for 350 
feared 
1 drowned in 
| Bangladesh 

i 

; CHANDPUR, Bangladesh (AP) - 
Weeping on the shores of two riveis 
yesterday, survivors of a ship sink¬ 
ing that left 350 people missing and 
presumed dead blamed the captain 
for the accident. 

| They also shouted and 
screamed when police told them 
the rescue vessel won’t arrive until 
today to raise the double-decker 
ferry from the bottom of the 7- 
mile-wide, 300-feet-deep rivers. 

Abdul FQialeque, wbo was trav¬ 
eling with his daughter when the 
passeager ship sank in southern 
Bangladesh on Saturday after¬ 
noon, said that happened because 
it was overloaded with rice. 

“More than 250 sacks of rice 
rolled to the right when the ship 
turned to anchor and it rolled that 
way and sank,” said Abdul Khale- 
que, 35, who swam to a shore with 
his daughter. 

Manik Prodhania, 35, who 
saved his 8-year-old daughter 
Mainkjan, but lost his 75-year-old 
mother, said while crying: 

“It all happened so fast that I 
couldn't save my mother. I 
grabbed my daughter sitting by me 
and jumped into the river.” 

He said the captain ignored pas¬ 
sengers when they complained as 
the ferry briefly docked and hun¬ 
dreds of bags of rice were loaded 
into its hold beneath a deck al¬ 
ready hill of too many people. 

About 60 people swam to safety 
or were rescued by fishing boats at 
Chandpur port, 40 miles south of 
Dhaka, despite the strong currents 
in the Meghna and Dakatia riveis 
and monsoon rain. The 350 missing 
people include the captain. 

Golam Kibria, a port official, 
said local divers couldn't find the 
overturned ferry in such a deep, 
rough river. He also said the miss¬ 
ing people probably drowned and 
were trapped inside the ship. 

According to official sources, 

’ about 3,000 femes operate across 
the many rivers m southern Ban¬ 
gladesh this rime of year. One- 
third of them don't get authorized 
survey documents, and many car¬ 
ry cargo and passengers far above 
their legal capacity limits, the 
sources said. 

21 killed 
in Tunisia 
train crash 


TUNIS (Reuter) - Twenty one 
people were killed and 89 were 
injured when two passenger trains 
collided head-on in Tunisia at the 
weekend and burst into flames, an 
official statement said yesterday. 

The trains, one an express head¬ 
ing towards Tunis, collided on a 
single track between the villages 
of Kalaa Kebira and KaJaa Segh- 
ira, 110 km southeast of the 
capital. 

“The engines and at least three 
wagons were reduced to scrap 
metal and were all burnt,” one 
witness said. 

Trains normally pass one anoth¬ 
er in the village station of Kalaa 
Kebira. 

The statement said 83 of the 89 
injured were only slightly hurt and 
left hospital after receiving first 
aid. 

“A last body was recovered at 
about 7 a.m. on Sunday,” a rescue 
worker said. 

Witnesses said the rail line 
which links the capital with part of 
the south was closed while work¬ 
ers waited for heavy cranes to 
dear the wreckage. 



A French soldier shakes hands with Rwandan children at Cyangugu on the border with Zaire 
of the French troops involved in ‘Operation Turquoise.’ 


he polls out with the last 

(Reuter) 


Rwadan refugees stampede 
as French troops pull out 


FRANCE pulled out its last troops from 
Rwanda yesterday, leaving hordes of fright¬ 
ened Hutu refugees desperate to go with them 
but held back by Zairean paratroopers firing 
into the air at a dosed bonier crossing. 

Less than half an hour after French Legion¬ 
naires pulled out of the Ruzizi border post, 
hundreds of refugees fearing Tutsi reprisals 
swarmed onto die rickety river bridge, deter¬ 
mined to reach the Zairean shore and wbat 
they regard as safety. 

Ethiopian UN peacekeepers stood by help¬ 
lessly as the refugees ran across, only to be 
halted in their trades by Zairean paratroopers 
firing into the air. 

Retreating in confusion, the panicking refu¬ 
gees dropped shoes, hats and mats in the stam¬ 
pede back. There were two more attempts tb 
storm the crossing, each time repelled by the 
Zaireans with a volley of shots. 

Zairean authorities yielding to pleas from 
aid officials, later reopened another bridge 
crossing to ease the stampede. 

Kris Janowski of the UN High Commission¬ 
er for Refugees (UNHCR) told reporters the 
Zaireans bad reopened Ruzizi-Two, a bridge 
20 km (12 miles) south of the main crossing. 

A trickle of refugees was already crossing, 
he said. 

Janowski said the UNHCR was studying 
plans to bring trucks to the Zairean side of the 
border and transport refugees who walked to 


H1CHELA WRONG 
BUKAVU 

Ruzizi-Two to camps around Bukavu. 

Up to 800.000 refugees wane sheltering in 
the French zone from Rwanda's three-month 
civil war. 

At the main crossing, Ethiopian troops were 
subjected to a abase and nussfles as furious 
Hutus accused them of being allies of the victori¬ 
ous Tutsi-dominated Rwanda Patriotic Front 

Later in the morning the situation began to 
calm down but was still tense with refugees and 
red-bereted Zairean soldiers staring with con¬ 
centrated hostility at each other. 

From the Zairean hillside, a machinegun 
was trained on the 5,000 milling refugees while 
members of the 150-strong paratrooper force 
posted along the porous border kept watch. 

Not everyone bad given up. Dose to the 
crossing, die most adventurous refugees were 
using their straw mats as rafts, paddling across 
the Ruzizi, while others bought a 
Zairean canoes. Some were swept downstream' 
by the current. ' ’ 

It was a disastrous start for the African 
troops making up the United Nations, force 
that is due to replace the French in the south¬ 
western Rwandan “safe zone". 

The 800 Ethiopians are part of a 2,200- 
strong African contingent. 


Nuisance calls traced 
to Princess Diana 


LONDON (Reuter) - Princess 
Diana was at the centre of a bi¬ 
zarre new controversy yesterday 
over nuisance calls to a million¬ 
aire art dealer that were traced to’ 
her private telephone lines. 

Police and Buckingham Palace 
refused to comment on reports in 
several British newspapers that 
Oliver Hoare, a close friend of 
Diana and her estranged hus¬ 
band Prince Charles, complained 
to police last October over a 
stream of anonymous calls. 

The News of the World said up 
to 20 calls a week were made, 
many late at night. When Hoare 
answered the line was silent. 

Hoare, an expert in Islamic 
art, alerted police after a year of 
the calls, fearing he was being 
stalked by Middle East 
extremists. 

“They just keep hanging on as 
long as I talk. If I put the phone 
down they’d just come back," 
the paper quoted Hoare as telling 
detectives-“I would be polite an 
say ‘Hello, who’s calling?’ but 
there was just silence at the other 


end. It was eerie. It’s frightening 
for me and my family.” 

When investigators traced 
some of the silent calls to Diana's 
private apartments in Kensing¬ 
ton Palace, a shocked Hoare 
dropped his complaint. Other 
calls were traced to to tbe prin¬ 
cess's mobile phone and to a line 
at her sister's. 

Police informally interviewed 
Diana about the pest rails, but 
according to some accounts an 
over-zealous member of her staff 
- not the princess - was to 
blame. 

Friends of Diana were report¬ 
ed as saying her entourage was 
exasperated by Hoare’s attempts 
to effect a reconciliation between 
Charles and Diana and made the 
calls to warn him off. 

The Mail on Sunday said police 
bad reprimanded a member of 
her personal staff over the inci¬ 
dent, which was now closed. 

Buckingham Palace said such 
calls were a police matter. 
Scotland Yard refused to 
comment. . 


Troops capture rebel 
stronghold in Bosnia 

SARAJEVO (AP) - Thousands of panicked residents fled their homes, 
flooding roads in northwest Bosnia yesterday after government troops 
captured a rebel Moslem stronghold. 

UN officials cited unconfirmed reports that 20,000 people had been 
uprooted, and said the number was growing. 

Many streamed northward into Serb-held areas of neighboring Cro¬ 
atia. By yesterday afternoon, thousands were trapped without shelter or 
sanitation in no-man’s land between Croatian troops and rebel Serb 
soldiers, with neither side wanting them. 

“There are many, many thousands on the run,” said Peter Kessler, a 
spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. “Roads are 
flooded by people.” 

Some of the refugees were wounded in the fighting in Velika Kladusa, 
headquarters of rebel Moslem leader Fikret Abdic, or by land mines. 
Kessler said in Sarajevo. -. ’ ; 

■ While fighting continued in and around Velika Kladosa, UN officials 
said the town had apparently already fallen to Bosnian army forces who 
have been fighting for months to defeat the Serb-backed Abdic rebels. 

Government troops entered Velika Kladusa before daybreak, said 
Maj. Jean Francois Philippe, spokesman for French UN peacekeepers 
in the Bihac area. Some small arms fire continued in the town, meaning 
probable street fighting, he told Tbe Associated Press in Zagreb. 

Capture of Velika Kladusa would end Abdic’s nearly year-long 
rebellion against the Bosnian government. It would free more troops to 
fight tbe qiain Moslem enemies, the Serbs. 

The Bihac pocket has been a thorn in the government’s side since last 
fall, when Abdic, a wealthy local businessman, proclaimed indepen¬ 
dence from and cut his own deal with the Serbs. 

Fighters loyal to Abdic have clashed frequently with government 
troops in recent months. 


Voting begins in 
key Mexico election 


JEFF FRANKS 
MEXICO CITY 


“If this is the first indication of what will 
happen in the southwestern region with the 
withdrawal of the French, it doesn’t bode 
well,” said Nina Winquist, spokeswoman for 
the International Committee for tbe Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

Cheered through by children. 150 legion¬ 
naires of France’s Operation Turquoise were 
the last French troops to cross the border at 
Cyangugu and into the Zairean town of Buka¬ 
vu, ending a two-month operation which Paris 
said was solely humanitarian. 

The 60-vehide convoy was waved through 
by Zairean paratroopers despite the closure of 
the border. 

At a brief military ceremony at Kametnbe 
airport, outside Cyangugu, French Lieutenant- 
Colonel Jacques Hogard. commander of Oper¬ 
ation Turquoise in the Cyangugu area, passed 
on control of the zone to Ethiopian Colonel 
Tadele Gebreselassie. 

Then the French tricolor was lowered to be 
replaced by Ethiopian and United Nations 

^Fre nch forces had succeeded in keeping the 
. V *RPF out of the zone and had 1 protecfedTutsi 
refugees inside the zone frbm fuTthef massa- 
cres by Hutu troops and militia. 

But the new government installed by the 
RPF in Kigali has said it intends to move into 
tbe zone soon, and tbe UN peacekeepers do 
not have the mandate to stop them. (Renter) 


MEXICANS began voting yester¬ 
day to select a new president and 
congress in an election that could 
be the country’s closest and most 
critical ever. 

Experts were predicting a heavy 
turnout for the high-stakes ballot 
which many fear could erupt into 
violence if the government does 
not deliver on promises to hold a 
clean election. 

As many as 70 percent of the 
country's 45.7 million registered 
voters, equipped with supposedly 
fraud-proof identification cards, 
were expected to vote at 96,000 
polling places around the nation. 

By comparison, only 48 percent 
of registered voters cast ballots in 
the last presidential election in 
1988: . 

The polls opened at 8 a.m., with 
the last ones dosing at 7 p.m. Mexi¬ 
co City time in the western states. 

Most polls indicate the Institu¬ 
tional Revolutionary Party's 
(PRI) Ernesto Zedillo will win the 
battle to succeed President Carlos 
Satinas de Gortari. whose six-year 
term ends December 1. 

But they also show that for the 
first time.in history a PRI candi¬ 
date may win with less than 50 
percent of the vote, which could 
weaken his mandate. 

Zedillo's top rival, Diego Fer¬ 
nandez de Cevallos of the conser¬ 
vative National Action Party, 
trails in most polls by at least IQ 
percent, with Cuauhtemoc Carde¬ 
nas of the centre-left Democratic 
Revolution Party (PRD) in third 
place. 

But for the first time since the 
PRI took control in 1929, having 
its own man in Los Pinos, the 
presidential residence, will not 
give the party unbridled power to 
run the country. 

Electoral reforms assure a much 
stronger opposition in the PRI- 
dominated national congress 
which traditionally has been a rub¬ 


ber stamp for the president. 

With all 500 seats in the lower- 
house Chamber of Deputies and 
96 places in the newly expanded.; 
128-member Senate up for grabs 
yesterday, some experts believe! 
the PRI could lose its majority in: 
one or both of the legislative; 
bodies. 

Just as important as wbo wins 
this election is how they win. n 

The government has spent SI I 
billion to revamp its electoral sys-n 
tem in an attempt to remove the-i 
possibility of vote-rigging, bun 
Mexicans are still deeply sceptical 
there will be a dean election. :i 

Past votes, including the 198S J 
victory by Salinas, have been 1 ; 
tainted by fraud and after a tumul- 1 . 

* tuons year with a peasant uprising a 
in the state of Chiapas and the;! 
March 23 assassination of then- v 
PRI presidential candidate of Luisi 
Donaldo Colosio, even politiraki 
moderates believe Mexico’s politi-i’ 
cal stability is riding on a clean: 
election. 

“The country is asking for; 
change. If there is no credibility 1 : 
and clean results, the revolution', 
will come,” top Mexican business- ? 
man and Salinas ally Juan Sanchez. 
Navarro said in a Mexico City 
newspaper. 

Government officials have said 
they fear the PRD could be plan¬ 
ning action to disrupt and discredit 
the election, which could lead to 
violence. Even though Cardenas 
has not advocated anything other 
than peaceful action, he has made 
it dear that the PRD will not ac¬ 
cept a fraud-tainted vote. 

But the Zapatista National Lib¬ 
eration Army, which urged the 
overthrow of the government^ 
when it launched a New Year's 
Day rebellion in Chiapas, said yes-ib 
terday it will not immediately take'l 
up arms as previously threatened^ 
even if there is substantial fraud Q 
‘_ ‘_- (Reutertf 


French interior minister: L 
Carlos will betray followers l 

Defferre, to demand the release of 
his girlfriend Magdalana Kopp, oP 
Germany’s Red Artsiy Fiction^ 
the terrorist sertt 

French ambassadors the Netberd 
lands, Jean-Daniel Jurgensen.'*'£ 
Jurgeosen and Defferre fought 
side-by-side in the wartime Resis-o 
tance in the same clandestine! 
group, and the former was thus at 
perfect intennectiaiy. . r* 

Were he to talk, Carlos couldi 
embarrass some of the govern-s- 
meats, particularly in the Middle, 
East, which helped him. 

French media reports have said* 

Stasi files named leading' French 
figures, including politicians andy 
intellectuals, who had been inj 
touch with Carlos or his network., 
Over the past week, Stasi file^ 
have been variously quoted as im^ 
plirating Verges in an attack on 
French nuclear plant in 1982. and; 
branding him an “operational! 
member” of Carlos’s group in the J 
1980s. c 

Verges also allegedly offered to 
mediate between Carlos and the? 

Paris government to try to put an. 
end to terrorist outrages. ' 71 

Verges has denied tbe charges^ 
denouncing a “Stasi dianfoimatioifl 
campaign” and a bid by Franoe’4 
former Socialist rulers to hide theifl 
efforts to negotiate with terrorists.** 

He said he was asked to act as a: 
mediator with Carlos by-French* $ 
authorities in the. 1980s, when ha 
was defending Kopp. » 

Raising the stakes. Verge* 
charged that President Francois 
Mitterrand had approved a secret) 
service plot to assassinate him % 
the early 1980s. 1 

Carlos, under investigation for 
three bombings, reacted -with a 
joke to his lawyer stealing his 
thunder. 


PARIS (Reuter) - “Carlos the 
Jackal”, facing up to life behind 
U&S'- will 4&Ctey> the people who 
backed film during two decades of 
hit-and-run attacks, French Interi¬ 
or Minister Charles Pasqua was 
quoted yesterday as saying. 

“Many people would prefer him 
dead,” the minister, who engi¬ 
neered the seizure of the left-wing 
terrorist mastermind in Sudan a 
week ago, told the weekly Le 
Journal du Dimanche. 

After a tense week of charges 
and counter-charges focusing on 
Carlos’s lawyer Jacques Verges 
and an alleged plot to kill the at¬ 
torney by the French secret ser¬ 
vices. Pasqua said the Carlos affair 
“is only just beginning”. . 

The media-wise Verges, France’s 
most provocative lawyer, has 
eclipsed his notorious client as a 
flurry of media reports delve into 
the Stasi secret service archives, of 
former East Germany which allege 
the attorney was dose to Carlos, a 
Venezuelan whose real name is □- 
fich Ramirez Sanchez. 

Refusing to comment on the 
Verges allegations,.Pasqua' said he 
bad no doubt the names of those 
who provided information for 
Carlos’s network, and of those 
who carried out his propaganda, 
would be revealed now that Carlos 
was in a Paris jail. 

He said be was sure that Carlos 
would betray bis former acolytes. 
“When a man of this importance is. 
jailed, (he must speak out) if he 
wants to maintain his standing,”. 
Pasqua said. 

Investigators have long been at 
a loss to explain the- Carlos's 
knowledge of the French 
establishment. 

When Carlos wrote in 1982 to 
the then interior minister, Gaston 




makes more millionaires! 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


From Trojan hero to lit professor 


XiT Khoury thinks he’ll keep 

7 ■*“ ‘^t's been lucky for me and it 
r ki S me . look more mature," he says, 
ugntly patting its nesit contours. 

He first grew it for Tesman in Hedda 
fabler at the Haifa Theater.’Then came 
Sheep for Channel 2 in which he played a 
vet, and last April, “just when the IDF was 
starting its pullout [from Gaza and Jeri¬ 
cho},” he made The Three Lost Jewels for 
the BBC in Gaza. 

Currently the versatile beard is rounding 
Frank's chin in the Beersheba Theater pro¬ 
duction of Educating Rita, a comedy by UK 
playwright Willy Russel), which opens in 
Beersheba on September 1. 

Frank's life is a shambles. He drinks too 
much. He's on the outs with his girlfriend. 
It’s been 15 years since he’s written a line of 
poetry and whatever interest he had in 
teaching literature has withered into sterile 
routine. 

Then one day Rita (Adva Edni) blasts 
into his study. She wants to learn, to know, 
to change, to become ‘‘the sort of woman 
who knows the difference between Jane 
Austen and Tracy Austin." and it’s Frank 
she's elected to lead her to that promised 
land. 

They couldn't be more different. She’s 
street-smart, young, the bluest of blue-col¬ 
lar - a hairdresser and very determined. 
He's educated, middle-aged, middle-class, 
a university lecturer and a loser. 

“Not a loser," protests Khoury. “I don’t 
judge him, I can't judge him. If I play him 
as a weak character and a loser, then 1 have 
nowhere to go. No. He’s honest and a pure 
soul who judges himself harshly. He's the 
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sort of person who finds it difficult to hurt 
people. He’s lost everything he regarded as 
precious, and all that's left is cynicism. 

“When Rita comes into his life, her 
youth, her freshness and vitality, her solid 
instincts wake up all these long-forgotten 
emotions, but he wants her to stay as she 
is." 

Russell criticizes the assumptions of Brit¬ 
ain's still class-influenced society as much as 
he ridicules its educational system. 

Rita director Ofira Henig says that while 
Israeli society, given its multi-ethnicity, is 
less class conscious, the comedy's digs at 
education apply equally to this country. 

“We suffer from the same type of educa¬ 
tional problems generated by teachers' in¬ 
sistence on set formulas in students' work, 
but Russell’s socio-political comments 
aren’t as important as the levels of relation¬ 
ship and expectation between Frank and 
Rita.” she says. 

The antithesis of the embittered Frank, 
Khoury has accomplishments to trumpet, 
(though he doesn't). His accomplishments 
indude winning the Israel Prize in 1987, the 
Israeli Oscar the previous year and David’s 
Lyre for Best Actor of 1984. 

He’s is a gentle, almost courtly man who 
says of himself that be has no complexes 
except that “I reproach myself sometimes 
that I don't work sufficiently on my 
Hebrew. 

“You can’t have complexes as an acror, 
because an actor has to be open to grasp the 
whole world," he says. 

Grasping the whole acting world is some¬ 
thing Khoury understands. He has played 


an enormous range of roles in his 20-odd 
years of acting, from the Trojan hero Hec¬ 
tor in Tiger at the Gates to Estragon in 
Beckett's Waiting for Godot . which was 
voted by local critics as the best play of the 
1980s. 

Directed by Han Ronen, the Haifa The¬ 
ater production ran from 1985 to 1987 with 
Yussuf Abu Varda as Estragon. It will be 
revived for a series of performances in No¬ 
vember in Manchester, the EU’s city of 
drama this year. 

In it Beckett’s tramps are Arab workers 
from the territories waiting for Pozzo, the 
Jewish contractor who gives them work. 

“We didn’t change a line, and it’s as¬ 
tounding how Beckett's text fits the idea of 
Arab/Jewish dependence,’’ says Khoury of 
the production. “And we did the show with¬ 
out all the media exposure [the Khan's] 
Romeo and Juliet had.” 

These days, nobody asks him any more 
what it’s like as an Arab living among Israe¬ 
lis, he says. '’Thank goodness, and if they 
did, Td say what f always said. It’s stupid to 
fight, and what's happening now should 
have happened long ago. 

“We did Tiger ax the Gates during the 
[ 1982] Lebanon war and in it Hector makes 
a very anti-war speech,” he says. “I got lots 
of letters from war widows, and they all 
wrote of the futility of war. 

“I see myself as Makram Khoury, the son 
of a Palestinian Arab who wanted Pales¬ 
tine, but when it didn'r happen he shrugged 
his shoulders and went on living his life," be 
says. “I never learned hale for anyone from 


him. He was a gentleman and a poet. I 
learned patience and humor from him. the 
love of literature, and of everything - ex¬ 
cept the law." 

Khoury's father, a magistrate in the Haifa 
Municipal Court, wanted Makram to study 
law and he obliged, for three months. Then 
he went off to study acting privately with 
Jacqueline Kxonberg and finished with 
close to three years at London’s Mountview 
Theater School. 

“I wanted to be an actor for as long as I 
can remember, because of the movies,” he 
says. “My heroes were Bun Lancaster, 
Kirk Douglas and James Dean. 1 even tried 
to ma k e my hair like theirs," but says his 
springy curls wouldn’t be subdued into 
those slicked-back waves of the 1950s. 

Born in Jerusalem in 1945, Khoury was 
only a few months old when his parents 
moved to Acre. In 1948 “we went to Leba¬ 
non, although the Israelis asked father to 
stay on the bench," he says. 

However, things didn't work out in Leba¬ 
non, so the family came back after six 
months. “Grandfather paid a professional 
infiltrator to get us across the border and we 
arrived back in Acre just'in time to get our 
Israeli IDs," Khoury says. 

Today, Khoury, his wife Wadeah and 
their three children live in a plant-filled 
Haifa apartment; the plants are a substitute 
for the garden he would like to have. 

“I don't dream of roles I'd like to play 
any more but find the challenge in what I 
get," Khouiy says. “In the last two or three 
years, I've begun to understand what acting 
really is. The less you do. the more believ¬ 
able you are." 


My Mom was a multi-murderer 


FILM REVIEW 


ADJNA HOFFMAN 


SERIAL MOM 

** 

Directed by John Waters. Screenplay by Iota 
Waters. Hebrew title; Into Sidratit. English 
dialogue, Hebrew subtitles. Chfldrgp under 
27 not admitted without as adult 
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J OHN Waters’s Serial Mom stars 
Kathleen Turner as jufct that: a 
prim, homicidal Good Housekeep¬ 
ing mam who seeks violent re¬ 
venge on her neighbors for any 
number of suburban offenses. 

■ One woman stole her parking 
spot, a .math teacher complained 
about her son's class behavior. 
And then; there's the unfortunate 
boy who stood up her pudgy 
daughter.. 

Beverly (Turner), so pert in her 
cardigan, even kills like a good 
housewife. Her weapons of choice 
include sewing shears, a powder 
blue station wagon, an air condi¬ 
tioner, and, in one especially un¬ 
settling scene, a leftover leg of 
Iamb. " • 

Between bloodbaths, Beverly 
also finds time to whip up fresh 
roll house cookies for the kids, 
attend parent conferences, and sort 
the garbage into the proper recy¬ 
cling bins. Her bug-eyed dentist 
husband, Eugene (Sam Water- 
ston), and two teenaged children 
(Ricki Lake and Matthew Lfllard), 
think she's just super, little do 
they know that their model mom’s 
a psychopath. 

• If all ^>f this sounds grotesquely 
over the top,.well, it is. 

As in his earlier movies, like 
Hairsproy (a loving homage to the 
precipitous bouffant and 1950s hit 
parade, starring, among others, the 
gargantuan drag queen Divine, in 
a flowered house-dress and curl¬ 
ers) and Polyester (a scratch ’n’ 
stiff picture that also featured the 
ample cross-dresser and the scent 
of sweaty socks), the director 
squirts his ramp in your face like 
water from a joke boutonniere. 

• The wryer, the gorier, the 
crasser, the sQlier, foe better: 
that’s foe Waters mark. No estheti¬ 


cs an he. Waters strives first and 
foremost to gross us out He basks 
in dose-ups of painful root canal 
work and fat people chewing. He 
loves disembowelment, dog doo, 
slasher movies, things that go splat 
on the sidewalk. Try to imagine 
the place where Quentin Crisp 
meets Roger Conn an. 

But the perverted shriek and 
gore of Serial Mom fade rather 
quickly, leaving in its wake little 
save foe memory of its silly-sick 
premise and a faintly n«nis«»*ting 
aftertaste. 

The contrast between the sun¬ 
shine and light of Beverly's public 
self and her identity as a deranged 
mass murderer isn’t deep enough 
or ultimately complicated enough 
to warrant an* entire film- And,* 
because the script and gags are so' 
thin, the angle of approach to each. 
punchline so restrictively arch, foe 
main burden to keep us occupied 
falls on Tomer’s tailor-padded 
shoulders. 

Turner is a handsome, smoke- 
and-wbisky rasped actress who 
usually registers as a sort of sec¬ 
ond-hand Lauren Bacall. She 
looks good in beige linen and has a 
sly, feline presence that helps her 
turn feint contempt into steamy 
sex appeal. 

Or used to. Turner hasn't aged 
welL She’s puffier than usual here, 
and seems uncomfortable in her 
skin. This loss of girly powers has 
prompted a shift in attitude and 
roles for foe actress. 

Instead of letting herself slink 
and suggest in her old subtle 
mode, die’s chosen, with several 
broad comic parts, to become a 
ham. In last year’s moronic Un¬ 
dercover Blues , for example, she 
played a yuppie spy and new 
mother who spent too much of foe 
last sequence mud-wrestling poor¬ 
ly and cursing. In Serial Mom she 
again pits her own best, classy 
instincts against foe part she plays, 
and hopes for a couple of laughs. 

Waters dearly enjoys these ex¬ 
tremes — her breeding, his bad 
taste - though it’s not an especial¬ 
ly flattering mixture for anyone 
involved. Least of all Kathleen 
Turner. 
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Kathleen Turner plays a prim, perfect mother right out of 'Good Housekeeping’ with a brat 
for murder with Sam Waterson as her bug-eyed husband in ’Serial Mom’. (FUBp camso) 

But you’ve got to grant Waters along with a thin, nervous redhead endearing movies. Waters shines 
his gusto: Patty Hearst appears who goes by foe name of Mink his searchlight into the doldrums 
here in a small part (as a juror!) Stole. of America’s burbs. Serial Mom 

and Suzanne Sommers flits in. Even in this, one of his least provides intermittent comic relief. 


Stuntmen worry: WUl computers take their jobs? 


RIZE 



T OM Hanks shakes hands 
with John F. Kennedy. A 
Florida causeway is de¬ 
stroyed by an explosion. Two cur¬ 
rent hit movies feature those star¬ 
tling scenes, both created Jry a 
computer. 

As seen in Forrest Gump and 
7>ue Lies , such innovations have 
prompted some to - worry that 
computers may play a major role 
m future filmmaking, perhaps ..en-. 
dangering the livelihood of stunt 
players and other performers. 

T Stop worrying, advises a cross 
Section of industry folks. If any¬ 
thing, they say, computers may 
supply worts..-' 

; Digital Pictures Inc., for.exam¬ 
ple, hired 45 stunt , player* from 
(he Screen Actors Guild for* one- 
hour, action-packed interactive 
video. Ground Zero Texas._ 

J still, veteran stuntman and di¬ 
rector Terry Leonard takes a cau¬ 
tious view.-\ 

I . In New. Yp*k for Die Hard III, 
he planned a crash scene on city 
greets that he: figured would re¬ 
quire 15 stuntmeth By using opti¬ 
cal effects and a split screen, be 
hired only five. 

I Leonard, whose credits include 
54 pocatypse How r -Romancing the 
J Stone, The Fugitive (the tram 
fcrash) and Maverick (the-stage- 
jeoach chase),. believes that com¬ 
puter i m a g in g “will affect a lot of 


things in filmmaking as we know it 
■ today.'* 

*Tm afraid the stuntman enter¬ 
ing the business today is not going 
to find it as lucrative as in the 
past." he said. 

“In fact, raising horses is look¬ 
ing more attractive to me than 
staging stunts, much as 1 love it. 
As soon as my boys get out of high 
school, I may start slowing down.” 

Donna Keegan, who doubled 
for Jamie Lee Curtis in tbe limo- 
helicopter stunt in True Lies, 
serves as chairwoman for the 
SAG’s Stunt and Safety Commit¬ 
tee. and says computers should 
concern everyone. 

■ “Look how factory jobs have 
been lost because of computers," 
she said. “There is fear among 
. stunt people, but we axe in con¬ 
stant negotiations to make sure 
they axe protected. 

"Computer imaging is hot to¬ 
day, but I .think the situation will 
be much-like the music industry. 
Twenty years ago, everything was 
synthesized music. .' 

“That lasted three to five years 
until people decided the ear 
doesn't want totally perfect 
sound. They would rather hear 
real music instead of Max 
Headroom.” 

Keegan cited an example of 
bow computers have made stunts 
safer: “I did a 320-foot f97-meter] 
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fall for Jamie in Mothers Boys. I 
used a 'descender' [cable] that 
dropped me 200 feet [61 meters] 
and then slowly stopped my fall. I 
felt it, but it was more like getting 
out of bed in the morning. Later, 
the cable was erased from the film 
by computer." 

Linda Fetters, who underwent 
5Vi hours of makeup for stunts as 
the Catwoman in Star Trek V, said 
that some members of the 
Stuntwomen’s Association have 
been called for interactive videos. 

“So far, computers haven't 
worked against us,” she said. 
“They’re not a great concern for 
us. We’re women, so that auto¬ 
matically makes us a minority, and 
we’re constantly fighting that." 

Bryan Unger of the Directors 
Guild of America monitors chang¬ 
ing technology. “In the short 
term, we see no threat to our 
members," he said. 

“Directors still oversee special 
effects, no matter how they are 
created. We want to make sure 
our directors are aware of the lat¬ 
est developments, and we have 
been meeting with the various 
manufacturers." 

“I don't dunk computer imag¬ 
ing will hurt us in the long run." 
said Max Kleven, who has direct¬ 


ed action for Batman Returns . foe 
Back to the Future trilogy. Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit? and Robin 
Hood, Prince of Thieves. 

“The business is changing. 
Now, you can stage a car turnover 
in the desert and put it on a New 
York street. You can make a big 
bang by computer, whereas doing 
it live would be too expensive. 

“If it draws peopje in the the¬ 
aters, that's good. Any time an 
action picture is a success, it helps 
the business.” 

Meanwhile, SAG is closely 
monitoring the situation, and re¬ 
mains concerned. 

“But we cannot foresee a situa¬ 
tion where actors will be repro¬ 
duced by computers." a SAG 
spokesman said. “Filmmakers wifi 
still depend on performers to give 
movies the sense of depth, move¬ 


ment and human emotion. You 
can never duplicate the human 
soul." 

In Terminator U, for example, 
Robert Patrick was converted into 
an automaton. The actor was 
filmed in the action, then his im¬ 
age was copied on computers us¬ 
ing the rotoscope process. 

Tbe computer revolution is nor 
the first new technology that has 
caused concern in the film indus¬ 
try- t 

When sound was introduced in 
the late 1920s, many industry lead¬ 
ers predicted it was impractical. It 
was too expensive to convert stu¬ 
dios and equip theaters, they said. 

The great Irving Thalberg pre¬ 
dicted: “Sound will be an impor¬ 
tant adjunct to the industry, but it 
won’t replace the silent movie." 

(AP) 
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The puppet festival 
the nlots thin 


T HE Eighth International 
Puppet Theater Festival 
ended in Jerusalem last 
week suggesting, as one felt in 
previous festivals, that this partic¬ 
ular art form is more concerned 
with form than with content. 

The only visiting show this year 
that contained what conventional 
theater would consider concept 
and direction was Don Juan, an 
adaptation of the classic myth/ 
legend presented by the Obrazt¬ 
sov Puppet Theater from Russia. 

This famous, well-established 
company brought two productions 
to the festival. Their version of 
Aladdin was slow paced and an¬ 
noying, and foe very young spec¬ 
tators did not really enjoy it. But 
tbeir adult version of the story of 
thegrear lover had wit. charm and 
delight written all over it. 

This Don Juan follows the pro¬ 
tagonist as he travels all over the ' 
world, running away from angry 
husbands and messengers from 
hell - but chalking up conquests as 
well. This show was performed in 
a very Italian-flavored gibberish 
which added to its exotic Latin 
flair. The puppets, as in Aladdin. 
were exceptional, the technique 
first rate. 

Above all, this company deliv¬ 
ers stories we are all familiar with, 
but with a new twist. 

Don Juan was the exception in a 
festival that lacked soul. Take, for 
example, Senor Z. a shadow-the¬ 
ater presentation by the fine 
French company Amoros et Au¬ 
gustin. It was exceptionally pre¬ 
sented with attention to every 
minute detail. 

However, this show was not so 
much about good triumphing over 
evil; rather, it was a virtuosity 
showcase that was rather repeti¬ 
tive and redundant. Each scene 
was stunning, but as a showit did 
not function; the first to notice 
were the kids, who were uneasy in 
their seats. 

The festival is. above all, for 
young audiences: only three of the 
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11 visiting shows were for adults. 
But organizers seem to regularly 
neglect tbe basic needs of young 
audiences. Translation attempts 
into Hebrew are not always suc¬ 
cessful, as was the. case with 
Aladdin. 

Young children have a very 
short attention span when a show 
is less than captivating, and in 
most of the shows the lads began 
roaming around the auditoriums 
to pass the time until the end of 
the show. Tbeir parents did not try 
to prevent them. 

Two shows did rise above the 
general level and featured a real 
story, or a series of short stories. 
Chinese artist Yang Feng, who 
now resides in the US. brought 
warmth and charm in his Chinese 
Tales, each presented with a moral 
in addition to tbe brilliant puppets 
and virtuoso technique. And Pa¬ 
tricia O'Donovan’s new show for 
the Train Theater, A Touch of 
Light, about the childhood of 
Louis Braille, was successful be¬ 
cause its emphasis was the story of 
this courageous lad and not neces¬ 
sarily tbe way in which it was 
presented. 

Israel’s leading puppet-theater 
company, Jerusalem’s Train The¬ 
ater, has set new standards in ex¬ 
cellence. Most of their shows are 
inventive, captivating, delightful 
and brilliantly presented. Tbe In¬ 
ternational Puppet Theater Festi¬ 
val should adopt these standards. 

The festival should not present 
shows in the big hall of the Sher- 
over Theater, where the audience 
in the upper rows cannot see the 
puppets on stage. Yes. one can 
sell more tickets in a big hall, but 
all those who suffered this year 
will not return next year. The 
festival could and should be a 
leading event, featuring new the¬ 
atrical trends. 

Organizers said that about 
12.000 people attended the festi¬ 
val. However, that was only 60 
percent of capacity, which is rath¬ 
er disappointing. 


Feast of a Vienna fest 
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W HEN she’s abroad. Aus¬ 
trian iacteesff'. Topiy 
Kueppers perforins The 
Galician Woman in English “be-*] 
cause English is spoken worldwide' 
and I want to reach the second and 
third generations." 

The Galician Woman is the first- 
person. true story of Eva Deutseb. 
a 15-year-old Polish girt who fled 
from the Nazis at the start of 
World War n. Her odyssey ended 
in 1945 when she reached Vienna. 

Kueppers’s show will be the 
only one in English in the Austri¬ 
an Embassy’s five-day Vienna - 
Theater Festival at ZOA House in 
Tel Aviv from August 27 to 31. 
The other four programs are all in 
German. 

"Audiences, most often in Aus¬ 
tria or Germany, would walk out 
of the show saying it can’t be 
true," recounts Kueppers, who 
adapted ber play from foe book of 
that name. “Sq I went back to 
Cracow, Warsaw and all the other 
places she’d been and document¬ 
ed all the evidence for Austrian 
TV to prove foe truth of her 
memories." 

Kueppers, 62, is half-Jewish 
and during tbe war, she. her moth¬ 
er and grandmother were hidden 
in a Dutch cellar. She’s lived in 
Vienna since the early ’60s and is 
artistic director of tbe Weiden 
Free Theater, the only Jewish the¬ 
ater in Austria. The WeideD pre¬ 
sents work by Jewish writers and 
composers, and regularly hosts Is¬ 


raeli performers, among whom 
have been Gideon Singer, the Is-: 
rael Yiddish Theater and Shmuel 
Rodensky. 

The show she brought here in 
1973 was the award-winning To¬ 
night tola Blau, which she per¬ 
formed country wide, “the first 
rime a play was done [here] in 
German, I think." 

The German-speaking actors 
are all eminent company members 
of Vienna's Burgtheater. In the hit 
No Hamlet Today, “stagehand” 
Wolfgang Huebsch wanders on 
stage and tells tbe audience that 
the actor playing Hamlet is sick, 
so there will be no Hamlet, and 
they'll have to make do with him 
instead as he discourses on the¬ 
ater. life and foe problems of an 
ordinary chap. 

Si nger/songwriter/actress/pro- 
ducer Erika Pluhar is as well 
known to TV viewers as to the¬ 
atergoers. My Songs is a program 
of her own songs, personal, some¬ 
times funny and very Viennese. 

In Austria Fritz Muliar is a 
household name because of the 
Austrian TV series The Good Sol¬ 
dier Schweik in which Muliar 
played foe title role. Here he’ll do 
Siberia in which an old man, aban¬ 
doned in an old age home by his 
family, talks to his only Mend, an 
imaginary dog. 

lire last show is a celebration of 
Jewish texts and songs, accompa¬ 
nied by guitarist Antonio d'Al- 
meida. 



GORODISH 

August 23, 30 at 8:30 p.m. 

Powerful drama about the general who slid from hero of fho 
Six Day V.'ar to falfguy for the Yom Kippur War. 

"Jr-;, is r : .i seo'.v, i:'s a si-arce... or. obligatory axpenorcc .' HAD ASHOT 
&: 1 .i-.'rl, prOrOc.'Ui/e. THE JERUSALEM POST 



THE CAMERJ THEATRE • 101 Dizengoff Street (corner of Frishmanj 

BOX OFFICE: 03-523 3335 • FAX: 03 523 0172 * SUBSCRIPTIONS: 03 524 5211 
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Unfulfilled commitments 


F ORMER Deputy Assistant Secretary of De¬ 
fense in the Reagan administration Douglas 
Feith, who headed several high-level negoti¬ 
ations with the Soviet Union, once complained 
that democracies like to make agreements but care 
little, about how their adversaries keep them. 
Nothing seems to prove this assertion more per¬ 
suasively than the way Israel has been treating its 
agreements with the PLO. With remarkable con¬ 
sistency, the government seems more eager to 
sign agreements with Yasser Arafat than to hold 
him responsible for them. 

Before Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin agreed to 
approve the Oslo Declaration of Principles, Arafat 
made two important commitments. One was to 
renounce and denounce violence, a pledge which 
obligates the PLO not only to stop all terrorist 
activities and condemn them, but to pursue and 
punish Palestinian terrorists who defy the agree¬ 
ment 

The other was a commitment to convene the 
Palestine National Council (PNC) for the express 
purpose of abolishing the clauses in the Palestin¬ 
ian Covenant which call for the dismantling of 
Israel. 

The reason for Israel’s insistence on these com¬ 
mitments needs little elaboration. No government 
can negotiate effectively with a gun to its head. 
That tbs Israeli government did not condition 
negotiations on the total cessation of violence 
(“We shall negotiate as if there is no terrorism 
and fight terrorism as if there are no negotia¬ 
tions/’ as Rabin put it) is almost unprecedented in 
modem history, and in marked contrast to die 
British insistence that all ERA terrorism cease 
before talks can begin. 

Yet even though Israel was satisfied with much 
less than a cease-fire, it has not insisted on Ara¬ 
fat’s keeping his minimal obligation. Arafat has 
condemned, indirectly, a couple of terrorist acts 
by his own Fatah faction, and even that only after 
being subjected to great pressure by the US. He 
has never appeared in public and put his prestige 
and political weight on the line by unequivocally 
denouncing terrorism. 

Even after the latest murder - the slaying of an 
Israeli teenager last week -he refused to say. that 
he would fight Izzadin Kassam, the Hamas mili¬ 
tary arm. He only promised, reluctantly, that he., 
would liy to persuade Hamas to stop its terrorist 
activities. In fact, after arresting and releasing 
some Hamas leaders, an act Rabin characterized 
as an exercise in public relations, the Palestinian 
police have done nothing against Hamas. Not one 
known terrorist in Gaza or Jericho has been dis¬ 
armed, let alone arrested. 

The commitment to abolish the offensive 
clauses in the Palestinian Covenant is even more 


important The whole Oslo agreement, according 
to Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, is based on the 
assumption that the Arab world has changed, that 
it is now willing to recognize Israel’s right to exist 
and accept it as an integral part of the Middle East 

Moreover, the government has accepted the 
Arab contention that the root cause of the Arab- 
Israel conflict is the Palestinian problem. If only 
the Palestinians and Israel can make peace, say its 
minis ters, aQ the Arab regimes will accept Israel 
It stands to reason, then, that without acceptance 
of Israel by the PLO, no such rapprochement with 
the Arab world is possible. 

Yet in the year since Arafat pledged to revise 
the Covenant, he has made no move to convene 
the PNC The PLO chief has tried to belittle the 
importance of the Covenant; but the fact is that it 
is the charter of the PLO, viewed by Palestinians 
as a constitution which supersedes all declarations 
made by individual leaders. 

Nor is it strictly true that Arafat “inherited” it 
from his predecessor Ahmed Shukaixy, as he 
recently claimed to Peres. The Covenant was 
indeed first adopted in 1964, at the first Palestin¬ 
ian Congress convened in Jerusalem before the 
territories of Judea, Samaria and Gaza were won 
by Israel and before Arafat became the head of the 
PLO. But it was amended under Arafat’s own 
supervision in 1968, at a session of the PNC in 
Cairo. 

Nor is the problem one of “correcting” a few 
paragraphs. The Covenant calls for dismantling 
Israel, a state it considers illegal; it denies the 
Jews, as individuals, any ri ghts in the country; it 
calls for expelling all Jews who arrived after “the 
Zionist invasion” (that is, after 1917); it rejects 
any settlement based on compromise and denies 
the possibility of any solution except a military 
one. Indeed, if all the “offensive” clauses are 
eliminated, very little will be left 

After a long silence on the issue, both Rabin 
and Peres recently declared that the PLO must 
convene the PNC and revise the Covenant Arafat 
responded by specifically promising he would do 
so in August But on Saturday, Arafat chaired a 
Tunis meeting of the Fatah, his own PLO faction, 
after which his spokesman declared the PLO must 
not andyriH notrevise the Covenant iintiil “Israel 
recognizes the establishment of a Palestinian state 
with East Jerusalem its capital.” 

The decision, made with all the Fatah “moder¬ 
ates,” including Nabil Shaath and Faisal Hus- 
seini, is a flagrant breach of the commitment 
Arafat made to Rabin almost exactly a year ago. 
What remains to be seen is whether the govern¬ 
ment will again describe this spit in its face as a 
drop of rain, find a way to excuse it, and proceed 
to the next agreement 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


CHANGED VIEWS 

Sir, - The leopard has indeed 
changed its spots (Abba Eban’s arti¬ 
cle of August 12). Mi. Eban, the one¬ 
time foreign minister and for some 
yearn now an occasional visitor from 
the US, coined the expression that the 
pre-Six Day War borders were 
“Auschwitz borders.” Certainly he 
implied it would be suicidal to return 
(o these bottlers. 

Today he is advocating a return to 
these selfsame borders, including the 
formation of a Palestinian state, al¬ 
though he intimates such a state 
would or could confederate with Jor¬ 
dan. Mr. Arafat has already stated 
that confederation is a joining of in¬ 
dependent sovereign states. 

Mr. Eban accepts the return of all 
of the Golan in view of Assad's repu¬ 
tation for “meticulous" observance 
of a signed contract If anyone should 
know, Mr. Eban should know that the 
word or signature of an absolute dic¬ 
tator has little credibility, especially 
when he may depart the scene, leav¬ 
ing it to the whims of some unknown 
successor. Perhaps Mr. Eban is allud¬ 
ing to the quiet bottler between Israel 
and Syria as evidence of Assad's me¬ 
ticulous observance of a cease-fire 
agreement It is the IDFs artillery 
whose range reaches Damascus and 
the armored forces whose tanks can 
get to Damascus in a few hours that 
ensure observance of the cease-fire. 


TRUTH IN ADVERTISING 


’ Sir, - My eye caught an advertise¬ 
ment on the pages of your paper 
entitled ‘ ‘Come and visit Israel’s sec¬ 
ond holiest city - Hebron,” (JP n 
July 28). This title contains a serious 
error (or possibly, a deliberate mis¬ 
representation of fact). Hebron is not 
Israel’s second, or for that matter 
10th, holiest city - since Hebron is 
not an Israeli city at all, but rather a 
place held temporarily by Israeli 
troops pending negotiations on its fi¬ 
nal status. Even the most right-wing 
nationalist government in Israeli his¬ 
tory - the one which held power 
between 1990 and 1992, headed by 
the Likud’s Yitzhak Shamir and hav¬ 
ing as ministers such radical national¬ 
ist leaders as Ariel Sharon, Rafael 
Eilan and Rehavam Ze’evi - did not 
dare to make- Hebron part of Israel; 
rather than give the vote to Hebron’s 
100,000 Palestinian inhabitants, the 
Shamir government preferred to 
maintain its status as an occupied 


In the Oslo Agreements - dnly 
ratified by the Knesset - the State of 
Israel assumed an obligation, binding 
under international law, to redeploy 
IDF troops outside Hebron on the eve 
of the Palestinian elections - which 


are due to take place in late 1994 or 
early 1995. Hebron would then pass 
to the Palestinian Self-Governing Au¬ 
thority and the Palestinian Police, 
which will control it until final-status 
negotiations begin in May 1996; it is 
extremely unlikely, to say the least, 
that these negotiations wQi culminate 
in Hebron becoming a part of Israel. 

The advert placed in The Jerusa¬ 
lem Post purports to invite people to 
visit the city of Hebron; but the actual 
program set out consists solely of a 
visit to a small enclave of a few 
hundred religious nationalist settlers, 
carved out of the center of Hebron. 
The organizers totally ignore 99 per¬ 
cent of the population of Hebron, 
who are Palestinians. 

Certainly, every faction on the Is¬ 
raeli political spectrum, including the 
extreme right, is entitled to spread its 
views, publicize its activities and 
seek new adherents - but in present¬ 
ing their “merchandise” to the-pub¬ 
lic, is it too much to ask them to avoid 
false pretenses and keep the same 
basic standards of honest advertising 
requited of any commercial firm? 

7ZV7 GOLDBERG 

Ramat Gan. 


HIGHWAY PROBLEMS 


Haifa. 


GERALD KATZ 


BRAVO! 


Sir, -1 should like to express my 
appreciation of the extraordinarily 
fine film reviews that Adina Hoffman 
writes for The Jerusalem Post 

l rarely go to the cinema, but her 
film reviews are first-class and give 
me much pleasure. 

Thank you, Adina Hoffman! 

RUTH RIGBl 

Jerusalem. 


Sir, - I enthusiastically add my 
voice to the dissenters of the Trans- 
Israel highway. I appreciate that this 
project will profitably engage several 
committees of retired generals, econ¬ 
omists, contractors, statisticians, etc, 
and probably at a later stage media 
psychologists, publicity agents, travel 
agents, etc 

The budget wiQ of coarse be mod¬ 
est to start with, but will inevitably 
end up as the realization of a bad 
dream. 

It amazes me that the same govern¬ 
ment authorities that are so eagerly 
pushing tins project cannot find the 


necessary funds to keep our existing 
roads in a proper state of repair. 

The Transport Ministry has learnt 
from the “shipatznOrim” - start as 
many projects as possible but make 
sure they are ndt finished too quickly. 
This is a clever attempt at brainwash¬ 
ing the public 

But perhaps the public prefers an 
efficient public transport system to a 

KbTto'^iave^a grem^sanic back¬ 
ground rather than a black one when 
traveling. 

MARTIN STERNTHAL 

Givatayim- 
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Dialogue of the deaf 


S OMETHING is rotten in the 
government's relations with 
die Arab local authorities. 
The extent of the rot can be 
seen from the intention of Arab 
community leaders, headed by the 
director of the Islamic movement 
in Israel, Umm al-Fahm Mayor 
Sheikh Raid Salahh, to travel to 
Geneva to plead their distress be¬ 
fore UN institutions. 

Concurrently, the heads of the 
local authorities are daily knock¬ 
ing on the doors of foreign embas¬ 
sies here, asking for help. 

This is no new story: Every year, 
it plays itself out: a financial crisis 
erupts between the Treasury, the 
Interior Ministry and the local au¬ 
thorities; agreements are concluded 
on the provision of additional re¬ 
sources, but no money is trans¬ 
ferred; the local authority leaders 
then threaten, apply sanctions, sus¬ 
pend services; new negotiations are 
begun, new agreements signed, and 
so on and so forth. 

The inescapable conclusion is 
that this is a dialogue of the deaf. 
Each party brandishes its terms of 
references and reasons. The Ar¬ 
abs complain of '.dfecrimination’ 
and rite budget figures ter back 
their claim. The government cate-. 
goricaliy rejects the accusation, 
asserting that the Arab sector has 
actually enjoyed increased 
budgets. 

Government officials contend 
that the heart of the problem is 
political power struggles, bad ad¬ 
ministration, wasted resources 
and a different culture of gover¬ 
nance. Cynics say the continued 
strike in the local authorities 
serves the political interests of 
Arab politicians, giving them a 
fighting image and increasing their 
prospects of reelection, while at 
the same time excusing their fail- 
lire to develop their co mmuni ties. 


ELIE REKHESS 


Meanwhile, the Rabin govern¬ 
ment is standing firm. Against the 
background of recent diplomatic 
achievements, the crisis of the lo¬ 
cal authorities becomes dwarfed.' 

But this cannot last; delays, eva¬ 
sions, sweeping the problem un¬ 
der the carpet all have a price. The 
Arab community is experiencing 

Sweeping the 
financial problems 
of the Arab local 
councils under the 
carpet has a price 


rising anger. Tbeir publicists flay 
the government. “What are we, 
citizens or proteges?" demanded 
Saliba Hamiss in a recent issue of 
Ab&inara. \ 

THE DAMAGE -is - cumulative 
and the alienation between Jews 
and Arabs grows deeper. 

Ideologically, the dispute serves 
those who claim that equality is 
not attainable in the Stale of Isra¬ 
el, so alternative solutions should 
be sought - either through admin¬ 
istrative autonomy or by obtaining 
help from abroad. There is also 
discussion of a possible approach 
to Jordan, and even to the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority. 

This sort of conclusion has spe¬ 
cial significance today. The agree¬ 
ment with the PLO and the appar¬ 
ently impending solution of the 
“1967 problem” have once again 
opened the “1948 file” in Arab 


towns and villages, in other words, 
the nature of the relations be¬ 
tween the majority and minority 
in the state. 

Politically, the crisis is resulting 
in greater frustration among the 
Hadash and Arab Democratic 
Party MKs, caught between the 
hammer and the anvil. Pressed by 
their voters to stop supporting the 
government, they are forced to 
explain that peace is more impor¬ 
tant. Supporters of the Zionist 
parties, especially Labor Party 
members, are determined to teach 
their leaders a lesson, especially 
with the approach of primaries 
and elections. 

The irony is that it is the Rabin 
government which adopted a lib¬ 
eral policy toward'the minority 
and made impressive break¬ 
throughs in housing, transporta¬ 
tion, education, work and wel¬ 
fare, that is eroding the credit it 
chalked up. 

The crisis wiJI not be solved by a 
one-time allocation of resources. 
There is a basic lack of undeistand- 
ing about the scope of the budgets 
’ and their objectives;' there’s an : ur¬ 
gent need to set up a governmental 
or public comthissiori. empowered 
to arbitrate, to investigate the roots 
of the problem in all its aspects. It 
should propose a long-range solu¬ 
tion acceptable permanently to 
both the government and the local 
authorities. 

Such a body would have to be 
credible and include senior gov¬ 
ernment personnel and Arab pub¬ 
lic figures, and its conclusions 
should be binding. Continuation 
of a violent dialogue will only in¬ 
tensity the situation and make 
stands more extreme. 

The writer is a senior researcher 
at the Moshe Dayan Center of Tel 
Aviv University. 


The battle against inflation 






T HE problem with measures 
designed to bring down in¬ 
flation is that they invari¬ 
ably act against other economic 
interests or goals. 

The 1985 economic recovery 
program, for example, which suc¬ 
ceeded in reducing inflation to two 
digits, forced many individual 
firms and conglomerates into 
bankruptcy, as a result of ex¬ 
tremely high interest rates. Simi¬ 
larly, the 1992 program that 
brought inflation down to the sin¬ 
gle-digit level came at the expense 
of unemployment, which soared 
to over 12 percent. 

While the Bank of Israel is once 
again raising, interest rates as part 
of its contribution to the battle 
against inflation, the government 
is unlikely to do anything to re¬ 
verse the positive trend in the un¬ 
employment rate of recent 
months. What it is trying to do is 
tackle those items in the Cost of 
Living (C-o-L) Index that appear 
to be contributing most to the in¬ 
dex’s refusal to stick to a single- 
digit level. * 

Housing is an obvious culprit. . 
But the government seems to be at 
a loss to know what to do about it. 

The reason housing costs con¬ 
tinue to rise is that demand is so 
great that contractors can set for 
themselves exorbitant profit mar¬ 
gins. The government is not in¬ 
clined, as a matter of principle, to 
interfere with this by administra¬ 
tive means. 

If such means are excluded, 
what can be done? First, an effort 
can be made to bring down the 
cost, of inputs. The first obvious 
target is land in those areas where 
housing is most in demand. To this 
end, the government has decided 
to free up for housing lands which 
were previously designated for ag¬ 
ricultural purposes. 

Second, labor costs must be re¬ 
duced. Ensuring the availability of 
cheap labor is not so simple when 
the choice is between increasing 
the dumber of workers from the 
territories, with all the. security 
risks entailed, and importing labor 


SUSAN HATT1S ROLEF 


from abroad, with all the potential 
social problems involved. 

Another proposal for bringing 
down the cost of housing is to have 
the government become directly 
involved in building. This will 
lead, according to its proponents, 
to the cutting of profit margins. 

The move to tax 
stock market 
profits can help, 
but only if it 
really leads to a 
drop in other taxes 


The problem with this solution 
is not just the track record of 
former housing minister Ariel 
Sharon, who wasted billions of 
shekels several years ago by initi¬ 
ating the wrong type of housing, 
in the wrong locations and with¬ 
out being accountable to anyone. 
Rather, it is that the government 
no longer bas the apparatus, or¬ 
ganizational infrastructure and 
manpower it had back in the '50s 
to do fee work without the help 
of private contractors. It is there¬ 
fore not clear that the govern¬ 
ment can really provide housing 
at the required speed more 
cheaply than contractors working 
for feemselves- 

ANOTHER CULPRIT in the C- 
o-L index is fruits and vegetables. 
Here fee problem is primarily the 
result of this year's extraordinarily 
warm and dry winter. 

Logic says that the solution is to 
import fruits and vegetables. But 
that is easier said than done. First, 
the most natural source of some 
produce - the territories - cannot 
supply, the necessary quantities or 
varieties, while the source which 


can supply them - Europe - is 
expensive. 

But there is another obstacle: 
the agricultural lobby, which cuts 
across political parties, and which 
is warning against the whole agri¬ 
cultural sector collapsing if Israel 
gets into the habit of importing 
fruit and vegetables. 

Here the government must fi¬ 
nally make up its mind. If it wants 
to maintain a relatively large and 
thriving agricultural sector that 
can sell its produce at reasonable 
prices irrespective of weather or 
free-market conditions, it must be 
willing to subsidize the sector 
heavily (as is done in the US and 
fee European Union). The tug of 
war between the various minis¬ 
tries and economic interests in¬ 
volved doesn’t make such a deci¬ 
sion an easy one to adopt. 

A third discernible culprit re¬ 
sponsible for fee high C-o-L index 
is import duties and purchase tax¬ 
es. The Finance Ministry's pro¬ 
posal to impose a 10 percent tax 
on stock-exchange profits should 
be seen in this context. 

Since the price of shares is not 
included in fee C-o-L index, and 
since in any case it is unreasonable 
that people should pay 40 percent 
of any income they earn from the 
“sweat of their brow" and nothing 
on what they earn gambling, this 
seems on the surface to be an ex¬ 
cellent measure - as long as it 
really leads to a major reduction 
of taxes on items that are included 
in the C-o-L index. 

The only problem is that the 
introduction of a new tax is com¬ 
plicated, and administrative prob¬ 
lems make it very difficult to im- 

iw. X l ln a manoer ^ enables 
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In the next few months, as the 
appropriate legislation is passed, 
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Rnamce Ministry is at achieving its 
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memories 


CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER 


A UGUST is the traditional 
month for reflecting on the 
atomic bomb. 

Next August, fee 50th anniversa¬ 
ry of the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, will be the occasion for 
even more reflection. In commem¬ 
oration, the National Air and Space 
Museum in Washington is prepar¬ 
ing an exhibit. On display will be 
more than fee Enola Gay, the B-29 
that delivered fee bomb. The ex¬ 
hibit will display also the degree to 
which elite American museums, 
like universities, have fallen to the 
forces of political correctness and 
historical revisionism. 

The original script for “The Last 
Act: The Atomic Bomb and the 
End of World War II" drew fierce 
criticism from army veterans. /Ur 
and Space was forced to set up an 
internal review team that issued a fc 
report severely critical of the tone 
and content of fee original script. 

Some of fee review team's rec¬ 
ommended changes have been 
made, but the original script be¬ 
trays the ideology and intentions of 
the curators. It said of the Pacific 
War endgame, for example, feat 
“for most Americans... it was a war 
of vengeance. For most Japanese, it 
was a war to defend then unique 
culture against Western imperial¬ 
ism." The quote was later cleaned 
up, but you can imagine the preju¬ 
dices of those who would write such 

A US exhibit on 
Hiroshima 
promises to be an 
amalgam of 
revisionist hand- 
wringing and 
politically correct 
guilt 


a thing and the kind of exhibit they 
would put on. 

It is an exhibit that underplays 
Japanese savagery and devotes 
much attention" to American rac- 
ism. It quotes Hitler declaring, "I w 
want no war against women and 
children. I have given tft ejLrf twaffe 
instructions to attackxui&military 
objectives," thert^lWRSfflp pages 
later quotes George Marshall say¬ 
ing, “There won’t be any hesitation 
about bombing civilians - it will be 
all out." 

It is an exhibit that subtly and 
not so subtly casts the Japanese as 
victims, fee kamikaze pitots as he¬ 
roes, and fee Americans as the 
vengeful heavy. 

Under the heading “Historical 
controversies” the exhibit asks 
“Would the bomb have been 
dropped on the Germans'?" It be¬ 
gins its answer thus: “Some have 
argued that the US would never 
have dropped the bomb on fee 
Germans, because Americans were 
more reluctant to bomb ’white peo¬ 
ple' than Asians." 

Allied reluctance to bomb “white 
people” will certainly come as news 
to the survivors of Dresden. The 
fact is that the A-bomb was built to 
be used against Germany. ■“Some 
have argued"? Some have argued 
feat fee earth is flat, that the Holo¬ 
caust never happened. We don’t 
give wall space in national muse¬ 
ums to such “controversies.” 

THE ESSENTIAL if undeclared 
judgment of the authors of this 
commemoration is feat we should 
never have dropped fee bomb. Not i 
just because of the amply displayed 
horror but because other .measures 
“would probably have forced a Jap¬ 
anese surrender." ("Would proba¬ 
bly" is now changed to “might.”) 

These kinds of cozy, easy judg¬ 
ments made at the safe distance of 
50 years and 11,000 km. have 
earned the deserved contempt of 
those like Paul Fussell, author of 
classic critical studies of World War 
I and World War II, who were 
there. Writing on fee 36th anniver¬ 
sary of Hiroshima, he pointed out 
the horror and cost of fee alterna¬ 
tive to the bomb, the planned inva¬ 
sion of Japan. 

“On Okinawa, only weeks be¬ 
fore Hiroshima, 123,000 Japanese 
and Americans killed each other.” 
Moreover, “invasion was not just a 
hypothetical threat.... It was genu- 
nwly m train, as I know because 1 
was to be in it.” Fussell was a sec- 
ond lieutenant, preparing to be 
shipped to the Pacific for the inva- 
son of Honshu. The bomb meant 
> were going to live, we were 
going to grow up to adulthood after 
^ J° would hundreds of 
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Who 

Will Buy? 

Plutonium 
For Sale. 
Call 1-800- 
TERROR 


By CRAIG R. WHITNEY 


Bonn 

JftS the French authorities were announcing the 
■m arrest and extradition from the Sudan of 
the long-sought Marxist mercenary known 
tm mas Carlos, the German authorities last 
week were demonstrating just how short-lived, if 
not chimeric, this victory over terrorism was likely 
to be: They disclosed that an international gang of 
smugglers had been peddling for $250 million near¬ 
ly nine pounds of plutonium-239 from Russia — 
quite possibly close to enough for a nuclear bomb. 
This time, the smugglers actually delivered more 
than half a pound of it to police undercover agents 
posing as potential customers. 

The end of the cold war was the undoing of Carlos 
and of the Marxist ideology that motivated him, 
and it lifted the threat of global nuclear war. But it 
also unraveled the repressive security system that 
kept close check on Soviet nuclear weapons and the 
fissionable material that goes into them. Now, 
paradoxically, freedom could soon give terrorists 
or the maverick states that support them the 
possibility of acquiring the massively destructive 
power they never had a chance of getting in a 
bipolar world. 

Today’s terrorists do 
not have to content them¬ 
selves with hand grenades 
and Kalashnikovs as Car¬ 
los did. They have access 
on the arms market to 
Stinger anti-aircraft mis¬ 
siles originally supplied to 
the Afghan rebels by the 
Central Intelligence. Agen¬ 
cy, night scopes, infrared. 
Sensors and lately, thanks . 
to the hire of millioh-dol- 
lar profits for underpaid 
and demoralized Russian 
and other ex-Soviet scien¬ 
tists and security guards, 
maybe even atomic bombs. 

Plutonium-239 does not even have to be exploded 
to be deadly; the 10-plus ounces smuggled into 
Munich would also be useful in blackmail, since 
that much would suffice to poison the city’s entire 
water supply or, released into the air, cause hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of cases of lung cancer. 

So despite the capture of the legendary Carlos, 
terrorism continues to be an evil whose real name 
is legion. It masquerades as militant religious 
belief in Islamic countries hostile to the cultural 
and economic power of the West over them, as 
aberrant Marxism among the few remaining urban 
guerrillas in industrial Europe, and as fanatical 
nationalism in the Middle East and many other 
parts of the world, despite the gradual defusing of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict 

The Money Motive 

“The nature of terrorism is entirely different in 
the 1990’s than it was in the 1970‘s when Carlos was 
active,” said John Christie, the British publisher of 
the Gulf States Newsletter, which has extensively 
examined the phenomenon. “What you have now is 
a unique threat from Islamic fundamentalist 
groups, supported by Iran and other countries, that 
want to turn the clock back. They are fanatical, 
they see the West as evil, and they have unlimited 
access to money.” 

And money is the primary motive driving the 
shadowy network of ex-Soviet scientists, security 
operatives and swindlers who are behind the grow¬ 
ing trade in radioactive materials. They have been 
turning up in Germany, Austria and Switzerland by 
the hundreds, offering deals that until recently 
have usually turned out to be empty swindles. 

But on Aug- 10, a 39-year-old Colombian former 
student in Moscow named Justiniano Torres flew 
into Munich’s international airport from Moscow 
with a lead-shielded cylinder containing a plutoni¬ 
um-uranium mix including 10.6 to 12JJ ounces of 87- 

Conttnued on page 4 
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Plutonium confis¬ 
cated in Germany. 
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Gov. Mario M. Cuomo was the center of attention in Queens on Election Day 1990, when he won his third term as Governor. 


Growing Old, Politically 

It’s the Voters Who Seem to Get Cranky 


Familiarity Breeding Contempt? 

Percentage of each state's adult population that said that their 
governor was doing an excellent or a good job. 


Mario M. Cuomo's 
positive job rating 


nov. 1986 Cuomo re-elected 
with record 65 percent of vote. 



iuly 1984 Cuomo gives 
keynote address to Democratic 
Convention in San Francisco. 


nov. 1982 Cuomo elected governor 
of New York with 51 percent of the vote. 



Recession begins in L 
New York State. * 


DEC. 1991 After 
waiting until the last 
hours before the filing JAN. 1992 Moody's rating 
deadline in New for New York State bonds 

Hampshire, Cuomo — falls below A for first time in 
decides not to run three decades, reflecting 

for President. the bad economy and 

_budgetary problems. 

- — — —[ First net job pain 

* after recession. n 


. -1986 .1987 1988.- ' - 1 

The New York polls were conducted by the Marist College Institute for Public Opinion, end 
involved telephone interviews with registered voters around the state. The most recent survey 
was conducted Feb. 26 through March 1 with 706 people and has a margin of sampling error 
of plus or minus four percentage points. 

The New Jersey polls were conducted by The Newark Star-Ledger/Eagleton Institute, and Involved telephone interviews with 
adults around the state. The most recent survey was conducted June 14 through 22 with 800 people and has a margin of 
sampling error of plus or minus four percentage points. 


The New Yorti Times 


By KEVIN SACK 


ALBANY 

■ ESS than three years after spuming a chance at 
Ira Presidential immortality, Mario M. Cuomo, the 
H man so often cast as New York’s Hamlet on the 
HU Hudson, now risks the humiliation and abandon¬ 
ment of Lear. 

In neighboring New Jersey, meanwhile, the state’s 
freshman „ Governor, Christine Todd Whitman, once 
scorned as a lightweight candidate, suddenly finds her¬ 
self mentioned as a possible 1996 Vice Presidential 
. hopeful after pushing a groundbreaking income tax cut 
.througha sympathetic Legislature.. 

One New Jersey poll showed that as'constituents 
came to know Mrs," Whitman between February and 
June, her approval rating jumped from 37 percent to 50 
percent. Another poll measured her approval rating at a 
stunning 78 percent in May. 

Mr. Cuomo’s ratings, by contrast, sat at 36 percent 
last March, near his all-time low, and less than half the 77 
percent approval of January 1988. After skillfully using 


Some officeholders are able 
to age gracefully, like good 
wine. Others go sour. Or the 
public goes sour. 


his incumbency to scare off major challengers in 1986 
and 1990, he now faces a tight race against George E. 
Paiaki, an obscure Republican Slate SenaLor. Mr. Pata- 
ki’s only administrative preparation for running a state 
of 18 million people came as Mayor of Peekskill, a city of 
fewer than 20,000, and pollsters believe his support 
largely reflects anti-Cuomo sentimenL 

The contrast between the confident verve of New 
Jersey's new Governor and the uncharacteristic defen¬ 
siveness of New York’s longtime leader speaks volumes 
aboui the life span of American politicians. 

In politics, as in sports, luck plays a part. But both 
games also thrive on a sense of expectation, possibility 
and style, all of which are highly perishable commod¬ 
ities. At 62, Mr. Cuomo is no longer a mighi-be President, 
but a might-have-been. People can tire quickly of might- 
have-beens. 

And over time, any style — be it brassy or profes¬ 
sorial, smooth or rough-and-tumble — can turn to shtick, 
at least in the jaundiced eyes of the voters. 

If political popularity is made up of components like 
longevity, economic conditions, governmental activism, 
ideology, national prominence, personality, and ability to 
explain accomplishments, Mrs. Whitman has all the 
variables working in her favor. Mr. Cuomo, on the other 
hand, seems to be fighting against each force. 

The distinction could have a direct impact on Mr. 
Cuomo’s campaign. Political analysts believe that the 


early success of Mrs. Whitman, and of Rudolph W. 
'Giuliani, the Republican Mayor of New York City, may 
help convince Democratic and independent voters in 
New York that the election of an untested Republican 
will not bring ruin. 

“They’re watching alternatives chat seem to be 
working,” said Richard N. Bond, a former chairman of 
the Republican National Committee. “Thar does Paiaki a 
world of good.” 

In an era of widespread disillusionment with poli¬ 
tics, as demonstrated by the visceral appeal of term 


limits, it should not be surprising that even a national 
Democratic icon like Mr. Cuomo can face widespread 
antagonism after three terms in office. In New York, 
only Nelson A. Rockefeller .and George Clinton, the 
state’s first governor, have survived longer. 

It also is still possible — and some political analysis 
believe likely — that Mr. Cuomo will win the 1994 election 
and ride that accomplishment to legendary status as a 
politician, even if his reviews as a governor remain 

Continued on page 2 
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Inflationphobia 

While the United 
States worries 
about rising 
prices, Europe is 
obsessed with 
them. 

By Peter Passell 
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The Nation 

Is Suffering in Silence 
The Democrats’ Cross? 



At a rally Cor school prayer in Jackson, Miss., last year, an American flag with a cross in it was displayed at the state Capitol 



By RICHARD L. BERKE 


Washington 

A FUNDAMENTAL instinct in politics 
! is knowing when to fight and when 
i'flot to. The rules seem simple 
Lenough: Fight when a rival may be 
hiining you, or .when bis attacks are too 
vicious to overlook. Otherwise ignore them. 

■• ■■h. .would seem pretty hard for the Demo¬ 
crats to ignore how religious conservatives 
hayeincreasingly come to dominate Republi¬ 
can Party machinery at the state and local 
leveL And if a conservative religious leader 
with a significant following calls the Demo- 
. n..i * ■ ’ ■ i 

Maybe salvation does 
lie in turning 
the other cheek. 


cratic President a liar and a murderer, re¬ 
taliating would seem the obvious course. But 
mthese'days of religious politics and political 
religions, it isn't that simple anymore. Demo¬ 
crats are deeply divided on whether going 
after the Christian right offers opportunity, 
danger'or both. 

. -When Representative Vic Fazio, chairman 
of the .Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee, lashed out several weeks ago at 
a ‘'fire-breathing Christian radical right," he 
set the party line for a series of attacks that 
included President Clinton's angry denuncia¬ 
tion of the Rev. Jerry Falwell and Rush 
Limbaugh, whose talk show has become a 
forum for the most biting attacks on Mr. 
Clinton and the Democrats. 

.■ Mr. Fazio and others think they know 
whom they are talking about when they use 
phrases like “radical Christians” or “the 
Christian right” They see xenophobic zeal¬ 
ots who are trying to put women back in their 

"•I"- - .- , . 


places, gay people back in the closet and 
Republicans back in the White House. But 
they risk giving wider offense, especially to 
other Christians who may be on the conser¬ 
vative side — and may even be Democrats. 

“This business of bashing the religious 
right inspires a certain fear in people,” said 
John C. Green, a political science professor 
at the University of Akron, who is an author¬ 
ity on politics and religion. “What if it's 
interpreted as bashing religious people? That 
could be a real big problem for Democrats.” 

But in a confidential memorandum outlin¬ 
ing how Democratic incumbents can “mobi¬ 
lize their base against the Republicans” in 
the election, Stanley Greenberg, the White 
House pollster, saw only opportunity. He con¬ 
cluded that Democrats have more to gain by 
attacking the religious right as extremists 
than Republicans have to gain by painting 
Democrats as undermining family values. 

An important bonus, Mr. Greenberg ad¬ 
vised, was that an attack strategy would help 
Democrats win over the people who voted for 
Ross Perot in 1992 and have since refused to 
budge from their plague-on-both-your-houses 
stance. “The radical right issue also allows 
Democrats to make gains among independ¬ 
ent voters,” *Mr. Greenberg asserted, “par¬ 
ticularly independents and Perot voters, col¬ 
lege graduates, under-30 voters, younger and 
college-educated women.” 

An Earlier Predicament 

Mr. Greenberg is confident, but some Dem¬ 
ocrats fear his strategy could offend church¬ 
going Democrats, especially in the South and 
the West, where evangelical groups are con¬ 
centrated. The latest New York Times/CBS 
News Poll found people who identify them¬ 
selves as conservative Christians are as like¬ 
ly to be Democrats as Republicans. 

The dilemma for the Democrats is remi¬ 
niscent of the predicament of Republicans in 
the 1970’s, when blacks became more active 
in Democratic politics. While the Republi¬ 
cans did not want to be seen as racist, they 
sought to capitalize on the divisions the black 
newcomers brought to the Democratic Par¬ 


ty, particularly in the South. 

“Democrats shouldn’t attack anything us¬ 
ing the words 'religious' or 'Christian' or 
we're going to get ourselves into trouble,” 
said Brian Lunde, a Democratic political 
strategist who.argued that some voters wall 
misinterpret attacks on leaders of the reli¬ 
gious right as aspersions on churchgoing 
people of whatever party. 

Mr. Lunde dismissed the idea that such 
attacks would energize lethargic Democrats. 
“Why pander to our base? People who have a 
problem with the religious right are already 
going to vote for us.” 

Former Gov. L. Douglas Wilder of Virgin¬ 
ia, a Democrat who is making an independ¬ 
ent bid for Senator, said he has seen candi¬ 
dates lose elections, particularly in the South, 
after criticizing the Christian right. 

“The Democrats make a big mistake by 
highlighting this issue and then saying, ‘Let's 


push all of these people over to the Republi¬ 
can ranks,' ” Mr. Wilder said. "They all don't 
belong to the Republican ranks. Jimmy Car¬ 
ter showed that when he ran and was elected 
President.” 

While the party line among Washington 
Democrats is still to attack, some political 
professionals take Mr. Wilder's point. One is 
Don Foley, executive director of the Demo¬ 
cratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, 
whose committee declined to join Mr. Fazio 
in condemning religious conservatives. “We 
have not felt that that was an appropriate 
role for us to take on.” Mr. Foley said. 

In one reflection of how the political winds 
are read outside Washington, Representative 
Scotty Baesler, a Bible Belt Democrat from 
Kentucky, has denounced Mr.. Fazio’s re¬ 
marks and pledges to accept no money from 
Mr. Fazio's group. 

Mr. Fazio said he is sensitive to the risks of 


backlash and has cautioned the party faithful' 
to revive the 1950's attack phrase “radical 
right” instead of “religious right." 

But he and other establishment Democrats 
in Washington make no apologies for por¬ 
traying these Christian conservatives as vil¬ 
lains. One of their biggest targets is Mr. 
Falwell, who has produced and sold a video¬ 
tape asserting that the Clintons arranged the 
murder of an Arkansas man who purportedly 
had a file documenting extramarital affairs 
of the President. 

“As a person of faith,” said Paul Begala, a 
White House political adviser, “I am not 
offended by the religious views of Jerry 
Falwell or Pat Robertson. I am offended by 
their political views. Jerry Falwell accuses 
our President of murder, and with a precious 
few exceptions no major Republican had the 
courage to take him on. Where is Bob Dole?” 
Shrewdly sitting on the sidelines? 
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Make Yrn Feel 

'Continued from page 1 

‘ fhixed. His pure political talents probably are unmatched 
'in any statehouse in the land. His energy and enthusiasm 
for his .work have not waned. Remarkably, his adminis- 
;tratiOn has been untouched by major scandal 
- . Arid .y et many voters apparently believe he has done 
■little to improve their lives. Unlike Mrs. Whitman, who 
rules a state where both houses are controlled by ber 
party, Mr. Cuomo has had to struggle continuously 
■against a divided Legislature And each decision he has 
i raa . d ® over 12 yaars has helped construct a “coalition of 
•the'disaffected,” in the words of Stephen A. Salmore, a 
Republican political consultant in New Jersey. 

' ! • Furthermore, many New Yorkers say in interviews 
•that they simply have grown weary of Mr. Cuomo. His 
'distinctly New York combination of grandiloquence and 
gratuitous combativeness, which so enthrall the Califor¬ 
nians and Iowans who see him occasionally on television, 
.has worn thin at home His media consultant, David 
Garth, has yet to include Mr. Cuomo in any of the 
campaign's television commercials. 

Lingering effects of New York’s recession have only 
fed discontent New York lost more than 570,000 jobs 
from June 1989 to September 1992, almost 7 percent of its 
job base, according to the Federal Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. It has significantly lagged behind the national 
recovery, gaining back only 17 percent of Its loss. 

Coincident with the recession, Mr. Cuomo made 
himself something of a lame duck on the national stage 
by taking himself out of the 1992 Presidential race, as he 
also had done in 1888, and by rejecting a possible 
appointment to the Supreme Court. (Lee M. Miringoff, a 
New York pollster who has measured Mr. Cuomo's 
.popularity since he took office, has long believed that the 
iGayemor’s approval ratings were inflated during the 
.late 19S0's arid early 1990’s by his national prominence.) 
•- \ • L i astl y» Mr - Cuoroo says he has been harmed by his 
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The people can get 
comfortable with a political 
leader, or they can get tired. 


decision to address dozens of issues rather than building 
. a. single legacy, an approach he shares with President 
..Clinton. Mrs. Whitman, by contrast, has focused on a 
. single, popular issue — tax cuts. “She came to office 
»promising to cut taxes and not do anything e.lse, and she’s 
kept both promises,” said Mr. Salmore. 

, ’ Pollsters and political scientists also believe that 
■M$. Whitman has benefited from her accessible person¬ 
ality and her serene style. Plus she took office as New 
' Jersey’s economy was recovering, and faster than New 
. York's. But New Jersey pollsters warn that Ms. Whit. 
. mah’s popularity could be fleeting, and her staying 
' power far less than Mr. Cuomo's. She paid for the first 
installment of her promised 30 percent cut in income 
- taxes partly by raiding employee pension funds, and it 
remains to be seen whether cuts in services will force 
•: local governments to raise property taxes. 

.. Furthermore, New Jerseyans may remember that 
another freshman governor was hailed In his first year 
as a potential Presidential candidate. But by the time 
Jim Florio ran for re-election in 1993, he was so unpopu- 
: I**" that Mrs. Whitman beat him with a campaign that 
was considered laughably inept until its final weeks. 
Whether Mrs. Whitman learns from that history lesson 
may determine how tiresome the voters find her in 1997. 
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Front Page Israel The Jerusalem Post 

The turbulent history of Israel unfolds before you, as portrayed in. reproductions of 
front pages, from over 60 years of The Jerusalem Post and The Palestine Post A 
story of idealism and hope, of war and peace... the building of a nation. A 
continuous record of Israeli, Jewish and international history. 


288 pages, including 72 new front 
page reproductions, from 1987 
through 1993. 

Foreword by Chaim Herzog, 
former President of the State of 
Israel. 

introduction by David Bar-lllan, 
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Post. 
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Hardcover, large format (37 x 26.5 
cm., 14.5” x 10.5”). 

A perfect gift for friends, family 
and associates, at home and 
abroad, as well as for yourself. 

JP Price NiS 69.00. 

Also available at major bookstores 
throughout the country. 
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Ideas & Trends 

For Today’s Pilgrims There Is No End of Holy Grails 


By DOUGLAS MARTIN 


O Feb. 2, 1959, the Surf Ballroom in 
Clear Lake, Iowa, hosted a "Winter 
Dance Party,” featuring the talents 
of Buddy Holly, the Big Bopper and 
Ritchie Valens. Early the next morning, their 
chartered plane crashed east of town, killing 
everyone. The tragedy lives on in legend as 
“the day the music died," and a steady 
stream of visitors from around pays homage 
at a small memorial outside the Surf. 

The visitors come as pilgrims, defined by 
Webster’s as “a person who travels about, a 
wanderer.” But pilgrims are more than tour¬ 
ists. For their enterprise to make sense, 
there must be a destination, a goal: commu¬ 
nion with one’s beliefs and aspirations. Mus¬ 
lims must make the Haj to Mecca. Hindus 
journey to Benares, Jews and Christians to 
Jerusalem, toeosophists to Walden Pond. In 
Russia, literary pilgrims visit Pushkin's 
grave on his birthday to hear each other 
recite his poetry. 

But pop culture has taken the pilgrimage 
and remade it to fit its particular sensibil¬ 
ities. In earlier centuries, pilgrimage was 
more often than not a solitary experience. 
These days, pilgrims tend to travel in packs. 
And Americans have become especially effi¬ 
cient in spiritual questing. Appointments 
with deeper meaning are scheduled in the 
summer when school is out and the weather 
is good, preferably on weekends. Our souls 
hanker for nourishment within driving dis¬ 
tance. 

Indeed, as we sputter toward the millenni¬ 
um, some of the most noted pilgrimages 
seem to be pop culture rituals, a way of 
coming of age in a post-McLuhan world. 
Children alarm their parents by announcing 
they are going to take off sophomore year of 


The new nirvana: 
Taking off sophomore 
year to travel with 
Lollapalooza or the 
Grateful Dead. 


college to tour with the Grateful Dead. Lolla¬ 
palooza, the traveling rock extravaganza, 
draws stadium-sized crowds from one end of. 
the country to the others ^he MTUncvewdn 
scrambles to forge a collective identity-; f - ! 

The hunger is for meaning, a sense of place 
in a land where the wind blows and the radio 
blares and maybe, just maybe, there is some¬ 
thing unimaginably cool over the next hilL 

“Are you lonesome tonight?" Elvis Aaron 
Presley croons, and suddenly we’re in Mem¬ 
phis with all the people who miss the King, of 
whom 40,000 were in town last week to mourn 
the 17th anniversary of his death. AU night 
long they held candles. 

Elsewhere on distant blacktop, a roar 
builds. It is a pack of Harley-Davidson hogs, 
the music is “Bom to Be Wild," and toe 
destination is Sturgis, S.D., home of. Ameri¬ 
cans biggest motorcycle rally. Last Sunday, 
more than 170,000 bikers wrapped up a week 
of races and tall tales to end their 54th 
meeting. 

And a couple of generations — some riding 
airplanes from toe West Coast, some riding 
their thumbs from wherever — went to 
Woodstock last weekend. Most, a quarter of a 
million strong, paid $135 each to attend an 
intricately staged musical event near the 
town of Saugerties, N.Y., and got such mod¬ 
em concert conveniences as automatic teller 
machines. But the best amenity turned out to 
be acres of oozing, squirm able mud. 

Arguably, though, toe zeal pilgrims went to 
an improbable party in a cow pasture near 
Bethel, toe site of toe original 1969 Woodstock 



Kenh Meym/Tbe New York Times 



Top, a couple at the 
Woodstock festival in 
Saugerties, N.Y., last week. 
Left, partying at a stop on 
this Summer’s Lollapalooza 
Tour. Below left, Elvis fans 
gather in Memphis each 
year to commemorate the 
anniversary of his death. 
Below, skinny dippers in 
Bethel, N.Y., at the concert 
held at the original 
Woodstock site. 
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concert. Thousands trudged down a country 
road in total darkness to a countercultural 
concert that bad been officially canceled a 
week earlier. Some came because their lives 
had been touched by magic at the first Wood- 
stock, and some because they had been too 
young for that. 

“I want to be a hippie forever,"'said a 20- 
year-old Connecticut woman who would iden¬ 
tify herself only as Kellie and aspires to 
travel with the Dead. 

Others came because they come every 
year, saying they seize a spiritual power 
from toe land itself. They put up teepees and 
bang Indian drums and build campfires and 


‘I want to be a hippie 
forever,’ said a 20- 
year-old who trekked, 
to the original 
Woodstock site. 


gather energy for another year in a compli¬ 
cated world. They would be perfectly happy 
with no star attractions, but what they got 
this summer was a heavenful. 

For the same reasons that graying veter¬ 
ans of toe Woodstock Nation come "back to 
the garden,” in the words of a Crosby, Stills, 
Nash and Young song, so came the minstrels 
they dance to. For the price of a hike and a 
smile, such performers as Richie Havens, 
Arlo Guthrie, David Arnram, Country Joe, 
Melanie. Paul Winter, Sha Na Na, Peter 
Yarrow and Canned Heat played on very 
short notice on a pilgrimage of their own. 

Mr. Havens, whose rendition of “Free¬ 
dom" was one of the original festival’s jew¬ 
els, worked mightily to make it happen, 
working toe phones urging musicians to 
come for free. He vowed that he would play 
Woodstock, even if that meant sitting in a 
field by himself with a guitar. 

Such a pilgrimage transcended other 
events that brightened America's summer 
last week, including the World Championship 
Mosquito Calling Contest in Walcott, Ark, 
and toe Montana Cowboy Poet Gathering in 
Lewistown. Serious quests require a deeper 
faith. As Jack Kerouac wrote in “On the 
Road," a chronicle of one of history’s more 
frenetic, zig-zaggy pilgrimages: “Some¬ 
where along toe line 1 knew there'd be girls,' 
visions, everything; somewhere, along toe 
line tl© peirTwtjittd be handetf tcTme^- .* Jj 

Purity Is Paramount 



For Elvis's fans, his spirit is the pearl, and 
each year they return to Gnaceland to polish 
it- Over the week that ended last Tuesday, 
they got bused to toe King’s boyhood home in 
Tupelo. Miss., toured his junior high school, 
danced a new Elvis line dance, and ran a five- 
. kilometer road race. The candlelight vigil 
was .free. 

When it comes to pilgrimages, purity is 
paramount, or at least its appearance. Carol 
Schops, 20, a production assistant for a book 
publisher, said she wanted to believe in Lolla- 
' palooza but fears it has become too commer¬ 
cial “People my age don’t feel like it’s theirs 
; anymore." said Ms. Schops, who thinks the 
' Grateful Dead, a generation older, may be all 
that is left in the way of unspoiled seeking. 

For some, toe Bethel Woodstock resounded 
with a feeling of mission. Jimmy Mack, who 
plays bass for Mr. Havens, said be was 17 at 
toe time of the 1969 festival and had arranged 
to fly there from California with some musi¬ 
cian friends. But his parents came home ID 
minutes before he was set to leave, and 
forbade him y> go. That was toe year lie 
started playing the guitar. “I’ve been work- 
, ing for this for 25 years,’’ he said shortly 
before'going on stage. 


Europe, Too, Contracts a Bad Case of Inflationphobia 


By PETER PASSELL 


r HE dilemma is a familiar one. Higher interest 
rates mean less growth, but also less chance that 
the inflation monster will escape from the box. 
Will another turn of the screw keep the economy 
trim or choke off recovery? 

Like their American counterparts, Europe’s govem- 
ent bankers are groping with the same imponderables 
at affect everyone with a stake in the ongoing miracle 
postwar Western affluence. And like the governors of 
e Federal Reserve, the gnomes of Zurich and other 
uropean capitals are inclined these days to err on the 
fle of fiscal and monetary prudence. 

But there is a big difference. The American economy 
is been chugging along briskly for at least a year, and 
€ numbers suggest it is operating near capacity. The 
uropean economies, by contrast, are just climbing from 
ie doldrums and could easily slip back. What’s more, 
iuch of Europe is coming but of recession with rates of 
^employment that would send sober midwestem Jay- 
>es to the barricades. 

Even though Europeans are “sick over chronic 
lemptoyment," says Richard Freeman, an economist 
Harvard; the “accepted wisdom" simply will not 
;rmit governments to take chances with inflation, 
iichael Saunders, an economist for Salomon Brothers in 
ondon, predicts that Britain is poised to tighten credit in 
rite of 9 percent joblessness. 

Why are toe politics of Inflation versus growth and 
employment so different on the two continents? 

•nie hyperinflation of the early 1920's, which wiped 
it the savings of Germany's lower middle class, has 
■en widely interpreted as the fateful blow from which 
'e democratic Weimar Republic never recovered. But 
e rest of Western Europe, which experienced ns share 
’inflation, in the postwar decades, also has strong 
Jin ., on the issue, viewing price stability as a s.gn of 
Tival among the world's economic elite. "A tremen- 


Bad memories of the 1930’s 
linger, and unemployment 
hurts less than it might. 


dous investment has been made in fighting inflation," 
notes Georges de Menil, a senior editor of the European- 
based journal Economic Policy, and such hard-won 
victories are not casually sacrificed. 

Less appreciated on this side of the Atlantic is toe 
political trauma associated with France’s last attempt to 
march to a different economic drummer. When France’s 
new Socialist government attempted to use fiscal stimu¬ 
lus to rouse the economy from its stupor in the early 
1980’s, the rush to escape to other currencies forced a 
humiliated Paris to devalue the currency and to reverse 
its policy overnight. "The message came through loud 
and clear that go-it-alone Keynsianism was no longer 
possible’’ explains Mr. de Menil. A country proposing to 
take radical economic action had better have the support 
of the other European powers. 

• If that message was strong in 1983, it is even 
stronger today. Indeed, the search for the Holy Grail of 
European monetary union turns on toe conviction that 
European policymakers must act as one — which as a 
practical matter means acting as conservatively as the 
powerhouse German and French economies. 

And even if there were a general accord that stimu¬ 
lus was a good idea, toe options are far more limited than 
a year ago. The 1993 Maastrict accord requires countries 
joining the monetary union to limit government budget 
deficits to a narrow range. The unintended effect, says 
Mr. de Menil, is to rule out big tax cuts or spending 
increases as a catalyst for collective growth. 


Even so, unemployment rates in Europe are at 
levels that would not be tolerated in America, no matter 
what else was at stake. Italy’s jobless rate exceeds 11 
percent; France, Belgium and Spain are coping with 12 
percent, 14 percent and 24 percent respectively. Robert 
Hormats, the vice chairman of Goldman Sachs Interna¬ 
tional, argues that inflation-fighting policies can be 
maintained in this climate because “the politics of 
unemployment are radically different.” When toe unem¬ 
ployed are neither stigmatized nor denied a tolerable 
living standard, they are less likely to complain. 

But perhaps the most striking difference between 
Europe and America is Europeans’ deep pessimism that 
the macro-economist’s potions can cure what ails their 
economies. Fiscal and monetary stimulus work by 


putting money into people’s hands, thus stimulating 
demand for what could be produced in underutilized 
factories and offices. But in every economy there are 
barriers — institutional rigidities that constrain growth 
and feed price increases before everyone is back on the 
payroll And those barriers are much higher in Europe. 

In Britain, for example, a lack of free market rental 
housing prevents the unemployed from simply going 
where the jobs are. In Eastern Germany, fierce unions 
prevent wages from falling to levels that match produc¬ 
tivity. And in France, a minimum wage three times as 
high as America’s deters employers from taking on the 
unskilled. 

That leads most European economists to focus on 
removing these “structural" causes of slow growth and 
high unemployment through 
deregulation. And Insidiously, 
notes Mr. de Menil, this ap¬ 
proach inhibits those who 
would attack joblessness 
through macroeconomic meas¬ 
ures such as low interest 
rates. Lowering unemploy¬ 
ment, it is believed, would 
make it yet more difficult polit¬ 
ically to attack the perks of the 
winners — those who benefit, 
for example, from union power 
or rent control, while dragging 
down the rest of the economy. 

That explains why the Eu¬ 
ropean economic wisdom of 
toe-hour is “deregulate, make 
yourself more like the U.&,” 
says Mr. Freeman. But it also 
makes it a safe bet that Eu¬ 
rope’s inflation police will step 
on the brakes long before toe 
European economies hit foil 
speed. 
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Aid Agencies 
Hope to Enlist 
Military Allies 
In the Future 


By JANE PERLEZ 


the Americans, for their military personnel work oul of 
uniform. 

The agency that the United Nations relies on to save 
lives acknowledged from die outset that it was over¬ 
whelmed by the scale of human suffering in Goma. 

“To me it was clear when I landed that we needed 
military help.” said Philippo Grandi, the emergency 
coordinator for the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, who arrived in Goma in mid-July soon 
aifter the bulk of the Hutu refugees streamed here in the 
face of advances by Tutsi-led rebels, who eventually 
ousted the government in Kigali. 

President Clinton agreed to send an American con¬ 
tingent, but armies don't deploy in a flash, especially 
when the national interest is not at stake. “The mobiliza¬ 
tion took longer than I would have liked, but once it 
arrived it solved many problems." said Mr. Grandi. 

American soldiers did not begin work in Goma until 
July 28,11 days after the bulk of the refugees arrived and 
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Army units may be able to 
provide unsurpassed 
logistical support in the 
battles against starvation, 
disease and death. 


GOMA, Zaire 

T O those who were old hands at dealing with 
human disasters, the rapid descent of a million 
Rwandan refugees onto this God-forsaken stretch 
a of land had a depressingly familiar initial result: 
Many "'died before relief arrived. 

But disease and death, for all their seeming relent¬ 
lessness, were finally slowed in large part by the same 
sorts of military skills that distinguished the allied 
victory in the Persian Gulf war: the ability of military 
personnel to organize the supply of water, shelter, sanita¬ 
tion, medicine and food for vast numbers of people over 
great distances under challenging conditions. 

So now that they are able to cope with, if not 
overcome, the Rwandan crisis, relief officials are taking 
a lesson from the tragedy of the Hutu and Tutsi refugees. 
What the world’s relief agencies need, they now believe, 
is more logistical support from the world's armies. 

Relief experts have in mind not so much the high- 
profile, and risky, French military presence in Rwanda, 
which is to end tomorrow with the withdrawal of 2,000 
troops from the safe haven they set up in the west 
(although they are being urged to stay to continue to 
provide security inside the country and thus discourage a 
new exodus, which already appears to-be under way). 

Rather, the experts are more encouraged by the 
success of the discreet non-combat support provided 
here by the Americans, Irish, Israelis and Dutch. 


Big Help 


The Americans in July sent more soldiers to Goma 
than any other nation — just over 200 with a backup of 
nearly 900 at Entebbe, Uganda, running an airlift. The 
soldiers here have provided water, bulldozed campsites 
and helped with other heavy-duty logistical tasks. 

Other countries contributed as well. Israel sent 
soldiers to set up a field hospital for worst-case surgery. 
Nearly 100 Dutch soldiers were dispatched with vital 
equipment including heavy-duty trucks to support Dutch 
doctors and nurses of the agency Doctors Without Bor¬ 
ders, And-the 1 Irish sent 25 troops to-work with two Irish 
t! ‘Volief agencies. Concern ahd/Gbal.- —‘i- . t ( . . 

; ”The success'of these efforts’has'fed someto^wbnder - 
why such responses aren't'more common, given the 
world’s many relief crises. Dr. Michael Toole, coordina¬ 
tor of overseas emergencies for the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta and a veteran of numercxis disasters 


seven days after the outbreak of cholera. But soon they 
were pumping water from Lake Kivu,‘putting it in 
tankers and delivering it to the camp. By Aug. 12, instead 
of having to walk more than 24 miles or wait for up to 12 
hours for a dribble of water, most refugees had access to 
the minimum daily survival ration of five liters. 

To foster mutual understanding between relief 
workers and officers, Maj. Richard Hooker of the United 
States Army was dispatched to the United Nations' 
Goma office. “We plug into the refugee agency and allow 
them to determine priorities.” said Major Hooker, who 
served in Somalia. 

Last week. Major Hooker was telling Mr. Grandi 
that American forces had sent 90 tons of medicine from 
Germany. From Uganda, the Americans would be flying 
in 400 tons ofsoap. It was up to Mr. Grandi to decide how 
the provisions would be distributed. 

The Pentagon seems to think it has found a winning 
strategy here. (Somalia aside, there is a happy recent 
precedent: the American military assistance provided to 
Bangladesh after a 1991 typhoon.) Three of the military 
. . r . _ . . _ , _ . TT KT top brass have come to Goma to have a look: Defense 

Top, French soldiers started handing over humanitarian safe zones in Rwanda last week to unaruan U.JN.^ secretary William J. Perry; the Chairman of the Joint 

troops. Above, a French soldier distributes drinking water to Rwandan refugees near Goma, Zaire. Chiefs of Staff, Gen. John M. D. Shalikashvili, and the 

---. Army Chief of Staff, Gen. Gordon Sullivan. Yet clearly 

their view is that such operations should be of limited 

over more than a decade, asked: “Why do we have to as well as civilian — should not be seen as participants in duration; American soldiers are scheduled to hand their 

respond from scratch every lime? Why not have a rapid: • « the. conflicts* underlying such -ddisasterscrlFhe United o -^operations to, a qoqtractot-by.tha.end of August. 

. response humanitarian Relief force-made up from S R, StattS learned thahSfesson the hard wage wbqq^ts + Still, t^d^Rrtagoo.has^agregdjo leave bg^gg/pump- 

mies that couM provide-support, cat the lUniied Nation*; derailed in Somalia's MWjfcpfjwafigrds & .png ^quipmffl^j^^ke^and wafer-storage instructions, 

Department of Humanitarian Affairs?’*- though** the refugee orisis-toutdied aff^tteiGulf rafter -tghrog the ^jpjfeiNaUdns4ti first large-scale, hard ware 

Some governments would no doubt respond to Dr.- it .freely chose to side with the- Kurds against Saddam . to .deal with future refugee crises on the continent. Now 

Toole's proposal warily. There is the obvious caution Hussein, and still does in protecting their enclave). In all that's needed, suggest Dr. Toole and others, is a 

that, for their own safety. Good Samaritans — military Zaire, the Irish and Dutch are even more low-profile than ready-to-go unit of soldiers to operate the gear. 


The 

World 


/ 


Bomb Fuel For Sale: 
Dial 1 - 800 -TERROR 


Continued from page 1 

percent-pure piuionium-239. 

He and three Spanish accomplices had told 
the undercover police agents they were deal¬ 
ing with that it would be the first installment 
in an 8.8-pound, $250 million deal; Mr. Torres 
and two of the Spaniards were arrested when 
he claimed his black vinyl suitcase with the 
cylinder inside. 

Despite initial denials from Moscow, the 
German authorities said they were firmly 
persuaded that the plutonium had originated 
in Russia, where three plants are known to 
have been producing the mix experimentally. 
They also dismissed Moscow’s insistence 
that three smaller samples of smuggled fis¬ 
sionable materials seized by the authorities 
in unconnected freelance deals over the sum¬ 
mer could not have come from Russia. 

But the Germans freely admit that they 
have no idea who is behind the trade at the 
source, whether in Russia, Ukraine or East¬ 
ern Europe. For this reason Chancellor Hel¬ 
mut Kohl sent a senior aide, Berad Schrnid- 
bauer, to Moscow yesterday to enlist Presi¬ 
dent Boris N. Yeltsin’s help in an urgent 
international effort to stop the leaks. 

“The cases are piling up on top of each 
other, and they are becoming increasingly 
serious," one of Mr. Kohl's officials said. 

. Just how serious was clear from one of the 
three earlier cases, that of Adolf Jgkle, an 
arrested German businessman in whose ga¬ 
rage the police found a lead cylindrical con¬ 
tainer holding a tiny sample of 99-percent 
pure plutonium-239, the best weapons-grade 
quality. Investigators are now trying to de¬ 
termine where he got the sample. 

But more worrisome was die news that 
Mr. JSkle was also in possession of a $100 
million letter of credit. Unconfirmed German 
reports said the letter was issued by either 
Iraq or North Korea, giving Mr. JSkle a 
commission to buy what the United States 
and the United Nations have been doing their 
- utmost to deny them. 

Many Worries 

Either way, there were grounds for con¬ 
cern. North Korea has just agreed with the 
United States not to try to develop weapons- 
grade nudeacfuel by itself. Iraq’s President, 
Saddam Hussein, has long sought the bomb 
for his own purposes, which have also includ¬ 
ed the support of terrorism against Iran and 
Israel. Terrorist groups as varied as the 
Iranian-supported Party of God in Lebanon, 
the Irish Republican Army or the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters* and the Basque E.TA. 
movement have shown few scruples about 
whom they target, or about using whatever 
• weapons they can get hold of to strike them. 


Some experts think the idea of nuclear 
weapons in the hands of such groups is far¬ 
fetched — but the demonstrated desire for 
those weapons of some of the states that 
support terrorist groups is not. 

Islamic fundamentalists blew up a van full 
of explosives in the basement of the World 
Trade Center in Manhattan last year, appar : 
ently simply to try to destroy a hated symbol 
of Western economic power. Suppose they 
had had a nuclear bomb instead? 

Few Strategies 

Nor, despite all the Arab-Israeli reconcilia¬ 
tion, are Jews safe from Iranian-supported 
terrorism even as far away as Argentina, 
where Iranian diplomats have been charged 
with helping terrorists blow up a Jewish civic 
center last month. Iranian-supported guerril¬ 
las are still operating in the Sudan; Islamic 
fundamentalists have nearly succeeded in 
driving all Western presence out of Algeria 
and threaten the survival of the military 
government there, and they are an increas¬ 
ing threat to the stability of Egypt as well. 

So what is to be done? Punishing the coun¬ 
tries that support terrorism is difficult to 
coordinate and not usually effective in the 
short run, and there isn't much time. After 
Libyan agents from East Berlin allegedly 
blew up a disco in West Berlin and killed 
several American soldiers in 1986, the United 
States bombed Libya but missed its leader. 
Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi, who retaliated, 
officials say, by having his agents blow up 
Pan American flight 103 over Scotland two 
years later, but has since pulled in his horns. 

The United States has tried to get its allies 
to shun Iran, witWt much success. Germa¬ 
ny, which clashed with the United States in 
the 198Q’S when it turned out that despite 
repeated official denials, German companies 
had been helping Libya build a poison-gas 
plant in the desert, simply disagrees that 
treating Iran like an international outlaw will 
make it behave any better. 

Trying to find and arrest nameless, face¬ 
less terrorists before they strike is an almost 
hopeless cause, which is why the flush of 
satisfaction brought on by the arrest of Car¬ 
los may be illusory. . , 

But keeping them from acquiring tne 
wherewithal to make a nuclear bomb or 
blackmail an entire country with weapons- 
grade fuel from the former Soviet Union is 
possible, provided Russian leaders recognize 
that they have a security problem and that 
they let Western experts help them solve it. 

That is Mr. Schmidbauer's mission, and 
judging by Mr. Yeltsin's positive response to 
a letter from Chancellor Kohl, It may suc¬ 
ceed. The entire world has a stake in seeing 
that it does. 


Mexican Elections 


Can the ‘Revolution’ Continue? 


By ANTHONY DePALMA 

Mexico City 

B EFORE the Bolsheviks stormed 
Moscow or the Fascists Rome, 
I Pancho Villa and Emiliano Za¬ 
pata had already started shoot¬ 
ing- to bring down the Government of 
Mexico. But unlike the revolutions that 
followed, the Mexican insurrection that 
began in 1910 was not hoisted on a radi¬ 
cal ideological mast. The 34-year dicta¬ 
torship of Porfirio Diaz that triggered 
the Revolution bad already begun mod¬ 
ernizing a poor and backward country. 
What Villa and Zapata longed (or was 
not an idealistic new society but a return 
to the certirudes of the agrarian past 
But that doctriheless revolution 
brought out of its own chaos a system 
that had more staying power than the 
more ideological products of Commu¬ 
nist and Fascist upheavals. As millions 
of Mexicans vote today for a new Presi¬ 
dent and congress, the Institutional Rev¬ 
olutionary Party, the PRI, has demon¬ 
strated by its 65 years of uninterrupted 
rule an ability to outlast, if not outma- 
neuver and defeat, all challengers. 

Since the PRI came to power in 1929, it 
has controlled the Presidency through 
1 1 six-year, un-reelec table terms. A vic¬ 
tory today would bring a 12th. 

. In that same 65 years, the United 
States also has had 12 Presidents, but 
.power has alternated between Demo¬ 
crats and Republicans seven times. Sin¬ 
gle-party rule never lasted longer than 
the 20 years under Franklin Roosevelt 
and Harry Truman or ended sooner than 
the four years of George Bush, the most 
recent one-term President. 

Conflict, but No Doctrine 

The PRI, like the original revolution 
dial spawned it, is not based on a single 
doctrine, in spite of the raging conflicts 
in Mexican society between rich and 
poor, Indian and European, those who 
want to open the country and those who 
want to keep it closed. The party's prin¬ 
cipal philosophy in many ways was noth¬ 
ing more than self-perpetuation, and 
that lack of any ideological identity may 
have helped it survive for so long. 

It has shifted from right to left like an 



The Mexican PRI party presidential candidate, Ernesto 7 .^;n„ Ponced 

Leon, campaigned in Veracruz with his son last week. 


unusually nimble battleship, responding 
to the changing political currents. The 
party of President Ldzaro Cardenas, 
who expropriated American oil compa¬ 
nies in 1938, is also the party of Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari, who signed the North 
American Free Trade Agreement with 
the United States and Canada last year. 
Jose Ldpez Portillo, who ran unopposed 
in 1976, nationalized all of Mexico’s 
banks in 1982. His hand-picked succes¬ 
sor, Miguel de la Madrid, laid the 
groundwork to privatize them. 

“The Revolution.” wrote Octavio Paz 
of the 1910 event, "without any doctrines 
(whether imported or ics own) to guide 
it, was an explosion of reality and a 
groping search for the universal doc¬ 
trine that would justify it and give it a 
place in the history of America. 

“The Zapatistas,” he added, referring 
to the originals and not to the ragtag 
army of poor farmers and Indians in the 


southern state of Chiapas who 
shooting last January, “did not o 
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performance 


Country 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Britain 
Canada 
Denmark 
Finland • 
France 
Germany 
Hong Kong 
Ireland 
Italy ■ 
Japan 
.Malaysia 
"Mexico 
Netherlands 


IN U.S. DOLLARS 


YTD Dividend 


IN LOCAL CURRENCY 


YTD Exchange YTD 


Index. 

% Chg. Rank % Chg. Rank 

Yield. 

Index 

% Chg. 

Rata to $ 
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1 

37.2 

1 

0.78 

179.39 

19.8 

5.0585 

14.5 

176.09 

0.8 

13 

0.1 

17 

3.02 

145.93- 

-10.5 

53831 

11.8 

147.75 

2.1 

6 

5.3 

11 

1.74 

118.26 

-6.6 

1.5396 

12.8 

383.58 

-0.5 

22 

-21.6 

.24 

3.18 

380.53-21.6 

7.727 

0.0 

198.01 

-1.5 

23 

6.9 

10 

3.39 

182.83 

-1.3 

0.6553 

8.3 

80.49 

4.6 

2 

17.4 

3 

1.64 

94.42 

7.7 1570.65 • 

9.0 

166.66 

1.0 

11 

28.1 

2 

0.74 

103.74 

13.0 

98.475 

13.3 

560.39 

4.1 - 

■ 3 

-53 

23 

1.49 

550.03- 

-10.4 

2.5485 

5.7 

2277.91 

3.7 

4 " 

-4.6 

22* 

1.59 

642130 

3.9 

3.3815 

-8.1 

214.04 

0.5 

17 

7.5 

8 

337 

168.89 

-4.3 

1.7288 

123 

J 70.84 

0.5 

15 

. 4.3 

14 

3.81 

62.77 

-2.6 

1.6686 

7.1 

208.79 

22 

5 

163 

4 

1.72 

192.05 

4.7 

6.7768 

11.0 

364.85 

1.1 

10 . 

- -0.7 

19 

1.67 

252.62 

*-7.3 

1.5025 

7.1 

303.40 

0.5 

16 

13.6 

5 

2.11 

296.42 

18.3 

4.47 

-4.0 

142.02 

-1 J8 

24 

13 

15 

4.15 

138.82 

-8.0 

129.03 

10.8 

215.28 

1.3 

8 

9.6 

6 

1.62 

245.84 

1.5 

7.7139 

8.1 

162.77 

0 2 

19 

1.6 

16 

1.86 

130.45 

-11.5 

13927 

14.9 

S 189.42 

0.4 . 

18 

-03 

18 

2.84 

189.42 

-03 




Norway 

Singapore 

South Africa 

Span 

Sweden 

Switzerland 


COMPOSITE INDEXES 


Europe ' 174.00 1.3 2.6 2.99 155.06 -6.1 

U^adfic 174.7IL 1.1- «g. ££ "JJ ft 

Wprid 179.44 0.9 7 -3. 2^2 151.45 1.1 

KntdmBTi Sachs & Co. Exchange rates as ot Friday's London tioee.\ 

Times Lid,. Goldman. Sachs 3 Co. and NatWest Securities Lid 


The Economy 


Reform or Not, Here Comes the Latest, Largest Drug'Merger 

Health reform may come in fits and srarts in . . . . 

Washington, but in the private sector it chugs Largest recent drug mergers, 

along nicely. Last week saw the biggest drug 
merger yet, with American Home Products 

buying American Cyanamid for $9.7 billion — P * TC _ wacats _ ™ 

a heady $101 a share for Cyanamid, which Aug. ’94 American Home $S 

traded under $60 just a month ago. American, Products arid 

which makes Advil, Anactn and Dristan, and American Cyanamid 

Cyanamid, which makes Centrum vitamins fi— ---;- 

and Fibercon laxatives, have combined sales ^ 93 Merck and Medoo $C 

of $12.6 billion. The deal will create 1 'signifi- MaV94 Roche HokSnos et 

cant synergies,” said John Stafford, Ameri- ^ 

can's chief, and analysts heard in that phrase - — * -- 

coming job cuts and other economies. Some July'94 EG LfBy and 

fault the horizontal merger, though, saying it McKesson PCS 

is smarter to marry a managed-care com pa- M 

nyor a strong innovator. Either way. private May .. Srrttt«aTe Beecham $* 

health reform proceeds apace. Can D.C. catch •. ^i^vers^ed^ 

up? Last week’sbther news — that I.B.NL • ^.Pharmaceutical 

urged its 110,000 workers to resist the pending ^ % ■ -- .—x 5 ‘ 

reform bills — won’t help. 


DATE 

Aug. '94 

Nov.'93 
May94 

July *94 


May *94 


MERCERS _ 

American Home 
Products and 
American Cya namid 

Merck and Medoo 

Roche HokBngs 
and Syntax _ 

EfiLfflyand 
McKesson PCS 

SmtthKBne Seecham 
and Diversified 
•-.Pharmaceutical 


VALUE 
$9.7 billion 

$6.6.biffion 

$S.3bHUon 

$4.0 biilipn 

$2.3 h® km 


Spies Only Have Eyes for Cray Japan, U-S. in Patent Accord 


mMm-- 



As if making a better mousetrap weren’t hard 
enough, U.S. inventors seeking Japanese pat¬ 
ents have to file their applications in Japa¬ 
nese. English will soon be acceptable, though, 
in one of several patent-system changes that 
Japan and America approved Iasi week in 
their broad trade talks. The United States 
promised to publish patent applications be¬ 
fore they are granted, for instance, and Japan 
agreed to act on patent requests within three 
years instead of the current Five. Bruce A. 
Lehman, U.S. patents commissioner, com¬ 
pleted a “brilliant” pact, said one expert 


■ S'Jf. -t • y • •>' 


Associated Pros 

Seymour Cray, supercomputer pioneer 

Politics has put spies out of fashion, and tech¬ 
nology may do the same to supercomputers. 
But last week the two found some solace to¬ 
gether, with the National Security Agency an¬ 
nouncing a $4.2 million contract with Cray 
Computer for a super spying machine. The 
deal is Cray's first since computer legend 
Seymour Cray founded the company in 1989. 
And some say it may be the last. As one ana¬ 
lyst wondered, **Is there any other entity on 
the planet" besides the N.S.A. that is “inter¬ 
ested in a 512,000 processor array?” A second 
.worry. Thinking Machines, another super- . 
computer maker also hurl by an eroding Gov¬ 
ernment market, announced last week it 
would file for bankruptcy. 

Last Act for Warner Legend 

What do Frank Sinatra and Madonna have in 
common? One — maybe the only — thing is 
that both were managed by Mo Ostin, the leg¬ 
endary head of Warner Brothers Records, 
who announced Iasi week that he will retire 
December 31. Mr. Ostin’s long riff of success¬ 
es included Jimi Hendrix, Prince and R.E.M. 
And no less an industry power than David 
Geffen, of Geffen Records, joined in singing 
Oslin’s praises. “Music was entirely a New 
York business until he put Burbank on the 
map,” Mr. Geffen said. Meanwhile, the beat 
goes on: Mr. Oslin’s successor will be Lenny 
Waronker, now the company’s president. 



Inflation Fears: Fed Takes Fifth 

February 4. March 22. April 18. May 17. And 
now, August 16. For the fifth time this year, 
the Federal Reserve has bumped up short¬ 
term interest rates. With the 0.5 percent rise, 
the central bank spumed the Goldilocks view 
of the economy — “not too hot, not too cold, 
but just right” — and focused instead on the 
nation's brisk second-quarter growth of 3.7 
percent and other inflationary signs. But crit¬ 
ics, citing the 2.8 percent rise in consumer 
prices in the past year, say the Fed has need¬ 
lessly risked jobs and growth. The bank gave 
them some comfort; It hinted that, if it raises 
rates again, it won’t be until November. 


Chrysler’s Drive for the Boomers 

“Our toughest market” is what one Chrysler 
executive calls Baby Boomers. “They're on 
their third or fourth Accord and they're high¬ 
ly satisfied.” But Chrysler has a plan to bring 
the Boomers home when they buy their next 
compact sedan, the family car of yuppie 
choice. First came its announcement last 
week of a $17,970 base price for this fall’s Cit¬ 
rus; that’s an in-the-ballpark figure for afflu¬ 
ent Boomers but well under the cost of Hon¬ 
da’s competing Accord and Toyota’s Camry. 
Then comes Chrysler’s Boomer-friendly ad 
campaign — spots in the Brooks Brothers cat¬ 
alogue, with a stress on car safety. Ford will 
also Held compact sedans for richer, younger 
buyers this fall, and one analyst is impressed. 
The compacts are Detroit’s “biggest threat 
yet” to Japan, he said. 


But What Did They Buy? 

Earnings per share for the latest quarter and 
the corresponding quarter last year. 

Wal-Mart 

25 cants 
22 


Dayton Hudson 


I.C. Penney 



61 cents 
28 


51 cents 
42 


Michael Cetsataffer tor ThrJiew Yoifc Thus - 

Bruce-A. Lehman, patents copmussipn 1 e?r, 

Insurance Trouble in Toronto 

It’s 1990 again, at least in Canada. Confedera¬ 
tion Life, the nation’s fifth-largest insurer, 
was seized by regulators on Aug. 11 and ap¬ 
proved for liquidation by a Toronto court last 
week. Shades of four years ago, when two 
American life insurers similarly troubled by 
bad investments — Executive Life and Mutu¬ 
al Benefit Life — were also placed under gov¬ 
ernment control after being beset by troubled 
investments. Except that Confederation — 
with $14 billion (United States) in assets as of 
December — may be the biggest failure; Ex¬ 
ecutive had $10 billion when it wem belly up, 
and Mutual had $13 billion. Another differ¬ 
ence: Confederation does business not just in 
Canada, but in America and Britain. 


Ching, ching, ching. The cash registers rang 
merrily last quarter for three of the nation's 
largest retailers. At Wal-Mart -— the biggest 
of all — sales jumped to a record $20.2 billion 
from $16.4 billion in the comparable period 
last year. At Dayton Hudson, sales grew to 
$4.8 billion from $4.3 billion. And atJ.C Pen¬ 
ney, the registers logged $4.2 billion this year 
and $4.0 billion in 1993. When the ringing . 
stopped, the real numbers emerged. Wal- 
, Mart earned about$8f) pillion.more this 
quarfs&thftLin fiftXV* 1 

•Hudson about $25 miHiorbmoce^atW Penney 
an added $80 million. Ah..shoppers.. . 


Compaq Slices its Prices 

Looking pretty sharp, Compaq slashed its 
prices last week by a hefty 11 percent to 22 
percent. Analysts predict price-cutting will 
now spread throughout the personal comput¬ 
er market — but many also say Compaq holds 
the edge. For one, it has a big war chest — a 3- 
month, $2.2 billion inventory. For another, its 
profit margins, higher than rnosi in the indus¬ 
try, cushion it from great price-cut damage. 
Plus, Compaq's been on the move. From 
I993’s second quarter to this year’s, the mak¬ 
er of Deskpro and other computers has 
passed I.B.M. and Apple in market share. 


World Markets/Edward Gargan 

In Singapore, a Decidedly Malay Accent 


Singapore 

I F dullness were a virtue, Singapore's stock 
market would be beatified, which for a 
country that saw its economy grow 10.5 
percent in the first half of 1994 is, at first 
glance, pretty odd. The problem is that very 
little of what makes Singapore's economy go 
is actually playable in the market here, and 
what is really interesting happens to belong 
to another country, Malaysia. 

“Typically in a period of turbulence, people 
look for safe havens,” said Manu Bhaskaran, 
the research director at Crosby Securities 
Pte. Ltd. “Singapore is seen as a safe haven. 
It’s a bit boring, but people feel safe. The 
Government manages things quite well. It’s 
perceived as a lower risk place. It’s like a 
flight to quality.” 

What isn’t boring lies across the border in 
Malaysia, whose prime companies are listed 
on a separate exchange here called CLOB — 
the Central Limit Order Book, Singapore's 
computerized over-the-counter market for 
foreign issues. 

“Now, 70 percent of the market turnover 
here is in Malaysian stocks,” said Kevin 
Scully, the research director for Schroder 
Securities (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. “Stock vola¬ 
tility is much higher in Malaysian stocks. The 
market is more imperfect in terms of infor¬ 
mation, but the opportunity to outperform 
the market is much higher than in Singa¬ 
pore." He paused and chuckled, “I don’t like 
to use the word speculative.” 


tions, property, they don’t correlate to eco¬ 
nomic growth, which is manufacturing. And 
manufacturing is electronics,” said Mr. 
Bhaskaran. “There is no big stock geared to 
the electronics sector.” Only 1.7 percent of 
the market capitalization is reflected by elec¬ 
tronics stocks. 

On Thursday, the Straits Times Index 
closed at 2347.17. So far this year, the Index 
has fallen by 3.24 percent, but risen in dollar 
value by 3.71 percent. 

Some of the lackluster performance here, 
as well as in markets like Hong Kong’s, is 
attributable, according to many analysts, to 
fretting about interest rates in the United 
States. And some analysts believe that the 
era of dullness is ready for some buffing. 

Ngo Get Ping, a senior vice president at 
Nomura Securities, mentioned last week’s 
move by the Malaysian Government on for¬ 
eign capital flows into the Malaysian market 
“This is the start of another bull run,” he 
said. “The market is running. I think it will 
easily break the high of January." 

But at the moment, Mr. Bhaskaran said 
that for the most part, institutional investors, 
while retaining some presence in the Singa¬ 
pore market, were looking for far more ag¬ 
gressive performers elsewhere in the region. 
“Institutional investors are obviously inter¬ 
ested in a degree of outperformance," he 


Currency 


At the core of Singapore’s market, which 
reached ii«; historical neak last Jan 4 when 


Last 

Week 

Prior 
Week . 

Year 

Ago 

/ a s j i|j jii/i Ivin mot vbii< » miwii 

the Straits Times Industrials Index touched 
2471.9, has been the lack of correlation be- 

fiifPdri thic piii/.cfsfp'c rihpnnmpnAl 0 rnwth 

Japanese Yen 

per Dollar 

98.68 

100.13 

104.30 

tween mib LHy aa auuc a (jjiciiuiijciimj giuwui 

and the structure of its market. 

German Mark 

1.5397 

1.5510 

1.6745 


So far this year, the electronics industry, 
much of it computer peripherals, has driven 
the economy, with other sectors like banking 
and ship repair lagging. In the second quar¬ 
ter. Singapore’s manufacturing sector grew 
14 percent. Unfortunately for individual in¬ 
vestors here, and for institutional investors 
hoping to cash in on the country's growth, the 
electronics industry is largely owned by 
American multinationals. 

“The big sectors, banking, telecommunica- 


per Dollar 


Canadian Dollar 1.3758 1.3813 1.3178 

per U.S. Dollar 

British Round 1.5480 1.5474 1.5149 

U.S. Dollar per British Pound 

Gold 5382.00 $376.70 $373.50 

Republic National Bank 

Currency: Friday NY Close 


1.5149 


said. “If you look at Singapore, the P/E is 
really trading at the high end of the historic 
trading range, whereas some other markets 
have come down, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Thai¬ 
land. 

“And second, the economy here is clearly 
peaking. Growth isn't going to fall precipi¬ 
tously, but it will decelerate. Real interest 
rates will probably go up sharply next year 
and after two-and-a-quaner years of very, 
very rapid rates of economic growth, there 
are bound to be stresses and strains in the 
economy that could generate responses from 
the Government In that environment, is it 
worth paying the kind of market multiple 
that is demanded? 1 would guess noL So it’s 
not very likely you're going to get outperfor¬ 
mance.'’ ~ 


Mr. Scully at Schroder's is not so sure. In 
fact, he argued that the worst performers in 
Singapore's economy may have bottomed 
out, like the property market, which saw 
rental returns plunging by as much as 50 
percent in the last two years, and the ship- 
repair industry, another mainstay of the 
economy, where earnings were off 20 percent 
in the first half of 1994. “We’ve seen the 
bottom,” he said, “and it is time for this to 
come back." 

As a result, he is recommending both prop¬ 
erty and marine stocks, as well as hotels, 
which have historically done well here. “We 
like commercial property, issues like Singa¬ 
pore Land Ltd. and Straights Steamship 
Land Ltd. We are starting to see some pock¬ 
ets of firming in the core area of the business 
districL And we do like ship repair. We feel 
the worst is over. We like Keppel Corp. Ltd. 
and Jurong Shipyard.” 

Even though earnings in the marine sector 
have been down, Mr. Scully said he expected 
to see a pickup in demand for crude oil, which 
combined with the average 20-year age of the 
global tanker fleet, means a pickup in activi¬ 
ty for repair yards. “We are picking this as 
the bottom of the cycle,” he said. 

But. as Mr. Ping said, the real action 
remains in Malaysia. “Malaysia is an infra¬ 
structure play, telecommunications and utili¬ 
ties," he said. “I’m bullish on Malaysia. 
Everyone’s bullish on Malaysia." ■ 
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Why Big Guns in War of Ideas Line Up on Right 


Keep Health Care Moving 


The health care proposal by the “Mainstream 
Coalition,” a bipartisan group of Senate moderates, 
would leave millions of Americans without insur¬ 
ance. But it would increase coverage above current 
rates and reform insurance laws so that ill people 
could not be discriminated against and workers 
could carry insurance from job to job. The plan is 
too flawed to be inspiring, but a bill based on this 
proposal is probably the only one the Senate can 
pass anytime soon. 

The choice, then, is between passing something 
like the mainstream proposal and passing no bill at 
all. Because the proposal would do some good and 
no major harm, it is worth grabbing. It is a valuable 
first step in an incremental process of reform, and 
as such it should not be allowed to slip away. 

The other option is to junk reform for this year. 
That would play into the hands of die Senate minor¬ 
ity leader. Bob Dole, and the House minority whip. 
Newt Gingrich, who seem to share no grander 
vision than to give President Clinton a drubbing 
before the November elections. If the Republicans 
pick up seats, then any chance for genuine reform 
will have been squandered. 


The proposal includes many wise provisions. It 
would prohibit insurers from discriminating 
against the chronically ill. It would pre-empt state 
laws that, at the behest of politically powerful 
physician groups, would stamp out health mainte¬ 
nance organizations. And it would begin to stand¬ 
ardize the package of benefits every American 
must buy — a key to stopping insurers from picking 
off low-risk customers by artfully tailoring benefits. 

The coalition also took the brave step of propos¬ 
ing a tax cap — a limit on the tax deductibility of 
high-cost policies and another powerful incentive 
for consumers to seek cost-effective insurance. 

The faults are also numerous. The plan need¬ 
lessly permits uneconomic choices; for example, it 
allows employers who help pay their workers’ pre¬ 
miums to contribute higher subsidies to workers 


establish purchasing cooperatives for small em¬ 
ployers and individual buyers where private parties 
do not create them on their own. 

But the proposal’s worst flaw is that it drops an 
employer mandate — a requirement that employ¬ 
ers help pay premiums — and provides only puny 
subsidies to help low-income families buy coverage. 
Premiums for the poor would be paid by govern¬ 
ment; but low-income families whose employers 
opt out would be hit with $5,000 premiums with little 
or no help from Washington. The proposal would 
probably raise coverage to only about 92 percent — 
well shy of its goal of 95 percent 

The attempt to use subsidies, rather than a 
mandate, to cover the uninsured might well back¬ 
fire. Some employers might drop coverage and 
thereby qualify their workers for Federal subsidies. 
If that happens, costs will soar and Congress will 
probably be forced to adopt an employer mandate. 

President Clinton deserves credit for moving 
health care to the top of Congress’s agenda. But he 
also bears responsibility for cornering Congress 
into passing second-rate reform. The first blunder 
was to create a task force of 500 experts to write a 
policy in secret When the 1,300-page bill was deliv¬ 
ered to Congress, no one identified with the archi¬ 
tecture except the architects. Take the idea of 
purchasing cooperatives. They started out as shop¬ 
ping malls where anyone could travel up and down 
the aisles to pick the plan they liked best. But the 
task force, insulated from public reaction, turned 
them into regulatory monsters. Harry and Louise, 
the characters in the insurance industry’s TV com¬ 
mercials, ridiculed them nearly out of existence. 

The bipartisan proposal, though sadly imper¬ 
fect, is probably the best framework for reform that 
can pass. If it'works to bring down costs, it will 
make subsequent steps toward universal coverage 
much less scary. More broadly, the plan establishes 
the principle that Congress must overhaul the 
system. It is not the end of reform but a construc¬ 
tive beginning to what now must become a long, 
grinding march toward the inevitable goal of health 


who Choose expensive -policies. It does nothing to care that covers every citizen for life. 
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Discouraging Cubans 


Low politics, not high principle, inspired Presi¬ 
dent Clinton’s ditching of the double standard that 
for the last 28 years gave Cuban refugees near 
automatic entry to the United States. Now, fleeing 
Cubans risk being stopped at sea by the Coast 
Guard or Navy and returned to, of all places, the 
U.S. base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

It is a hasty, harsh and unnecessary move. But 
at least it brings a semblance of equality to Wash¬ 
ington’s treatment of those fleeing impoverished 
Caribbean tyrannies. And it implicitly recognizes 
that, with the cold war over, Cuba is no longer a 
special case. The next logical step, which the Ad¬ 
ministration unfortunately shows no sigh of taking, 
would be to formulate constructive diplomatic poli¬ 
cies toward Cuba that could help ease the way to a 
democratic post-Castro future. 

The new policy is designed to deter the thou¬ 
sands of Cubans who have been preparing to leave 
since Fidel Castro’s regime stopped interfering 
with departures earlier this month. Those who elude 
the Coast Guard and reach U.S. soil will be detained 
indefinitely upon arrival. Only those who apply and 
are found eligible for asylum before leaving Cuba 
will now receive automatic admission. 

That is roughly the same policy now applied to 
Haitians, with one crucial difference. To apply for 
asylum while still living in Haiti is to court murder¬ 
ous retaliation from government thugs, while dis¬ 
contented Cubans, at least for now, are virtually 
being encouraged to leave. In both countries, the 
U.S. is intentionally contributing to popular discon¬ 
tent with tough economic sanctions. 

In both cases, generous treatment of the unin¬ 
tended victims of U.S. foreign policy has been 
defeated by the politics of populist panic. Gov. 
Lawton Chiles of Florida, facing a tough re-election 
fight, triggered Mr. Clinton’s move by declaring a 
statewide emergency Thursday. Mr. Clinton, whose 
Own 1980 re-election bid in Arkansas was damaged 


when Cuban detainees from the last mass exodus 
rioted at an Arkansas detention camp, readily sym¬ 
pathized with his fellow Democrat’s political plight 
He also needs Florida's electoral votes for himself 
in 1996. 

- The latest departures began after an anti- 
Castro riot on the Havana waterfront two weeks 
ago, the most visible political protest in years. The 
Castro regime may not exactly be in its death 
throes, but it is reeling from the global collapse of 
Communism, the loss of Russian trade subsidies 
and the lack of any obvious successor to Mr. Castro. 

That would seem to offer openings for a diplo¬ 
matic mixture of incentives and threats that have 
begun to lure Communism's other orphans, like 
Vietnam and North Korea, out of their isolation. Yet 
for fear of angering the ferociously anti-Castro 
lobbies that are so powerful in Florida and New 
Jersey politics, U.S. policy has been purely punitive, 
aimed at building up explosive pressures in Cuba. 
The Administration is trying to sell its refugee ban 
— and new package of economic and political 
pressures — to Cuban-American hard-liners as part 
of this same effort. 

Interestingly, Bernard Aronson, who served as 
Assistant Secretary of State for Latin America in 
the Bush Administration and whose hard-line cre¬ 
dentials are not in doubt, presented in The Washing¬ 
ton Post last week a more nuanced policy that 
would offer specific U.S. diplomatic incentives as a 
reward for steps toward democracy in Cuba. Such a 
policy is, in fact, suggested by the Cuban Democra¬ 
cy Act of 1992. Unlike the sanctions provisions of 
that legislation, the suggestions fora possible diplo¬ 
matic opening have never been followed up. 

It is not in the best tradition of the United States 
to interdict refugees. It is surely not in the best 
interest of the United States — or of Cuban democ¬ 
racy •— to encourage violent upheaval in Cuba 
without also offering some hope of peaceful change. 


Don’t Believe the Cyberhype 


This summer, in the shade of an oak tree, near 
a cabin in the woods, a New York bibliophile con¬ 
sumed nearly a dozen novels — some enthralling, 
some snoresome, a few downright annoying. 

The most aggravating among them provoked 
strong language and, occasionally, physical assault, 
with books hurled against the tree. Therein lies the 
100 th reason why expensive, computer-based books 
will never replace $10 paperbacks, or even $25 hard¬ 
covers. No computer could survive a high-velocity 
collision with the trunk of a tree. 

As an invention, the book is close to perfect: 
cheap, durable, portable and complete unto itself. 
Consider also the aesthetics of ink and beautiful 
typefaces on paper. It was clear from the start chat 
few would want to curl up on the couch with a green 
computer screen. 

Still, for nearly a decade now, computer jock¬ 
eys and software writers have been trumpeting 
“the end of the book” and the triumph of computers 
enhanced by devices that permit the “reader” to 
ask the book questions or jump electronically from 
one book to another. Computer jockeys flock to the 


stuff. And CD-ROM encyclopedias are flourishing. 
But the prediction that computer-based books 
would make the ink-and-paper variety superfluous 
now seems a case of computer fetishism and soft¬ 
ware hubris. 

Look around you on the beach this Labor Day. 
See also the September issue of The Atlantic Month¬ 
ly, featuring a piece that asks, “The End of the 
Book?” It contemptuously dismisses as “vapor¬ 
ware” revolutionary products that never actually 
appear on the shelves despite breathless advance 
publicity. As the novelist John Updike tells D. T. 
Max: “It seems to me the book has not just aesthet¬ 
ic values — the charming little clothy box of the 
thing, the smell of the glue, even the print, which has 
its own beauty. But there’s something about the 
sensation of ink on paper that is in some sense a 
thing, a phenomenon .... Words on the screen give 
me the sense of being just another passing electron¬ 
ic wriggle.” 

Certainly the art of reading has lost ground 
against the onslaught of video. But rumors about 
the death of the book are greatly exaggerated. 


To the Editor: 

Whether or not the “public inteOec- 
tual” is an original addition to Ameri¬ 
can civic life or a variant on a famil¬ 
iar tune, your Aug 9 news article 
ignores the serious dangers that pri¬ 
vately financed think tanks pose to a 
democratic society. 

The bald fact is that a vast number 
of weU-pubbcized conservative voices 
are supported at privately financed 
research institutes. The corporate 
money sustaining institutes and think 
tanks is not granted to support criti¬ 
cism of the system. 

With financing from the Olin Cor¬ 
poration, the Adolph B. Coors Compa¬ 
ny and the like; once-marginal right- 
wing magazines such as Irving Kris- 
tol’s Public Interest become mainline 
voices; the editors of Commentary 
appear on your Op-Ed page, not the 
editors of Science and Society or 


Monthly Review. The American En- 
■ terprise Institute’s Norman Omstein 
speaks cm the MacNeil-Lehrer News- 
Hour regularly, but when was the last 
Hmp we heard from Richard Barnet 
of the Institute for Policy Studies? 

Media exposure legitimizes ideas 
once rejected as anti-democratic, 
Darw inian, anti-human. The assault 
on television began under Ronald 
Reagan. Live coverage of Central 
America and displaced Detroit auto 
workers living under Texas bridges 
went off the network news by 1982; 
the reporter Raymond Bonner was 
driven out of El Salvador, and inde¬ 
pendent film making on the Public 
Broadcasting System appeared after 
midnig ht, if at alL . . 

If these coordinates of the last dec¬ 
ade are accurate, then Irving Kris- 
tol’s fatuous observation that a left- 
wing intellectual revival has not been 


Freezers Reigned in Cold War East Bloc 


To the Editor: 

Your Aug. 12 Business Day article 
on privatization in the former East 
Germany says that “under Commu¬ 
nism, Foron made the only refrigera¬ 
tors and freezers in Eastern Europe, 
employing 5,500 people to build 
800,000 units a year." 

This is nonsense. 1 am the last 
person who would admire Commu¬ 
nist economy and central planning, 
but the simple truth is that refrigera¬ 
tors were produced in almost every 
Communist country. We were not 
monkeys jumping on the trees. 

. Refrigerators have been in the last 
30 years an absolutely normal at¬ 
tribute of the average household in 
Czechoslovakia and of average city 
or town households in Hungary, Yu¬ 
goslavia and Poland. They were nor¬ 
mally produced in the last four dec¬ 
ades in both parts of Czechoslovakia 
(Calex), in Slovenia (Gorenje), in 
Hungary and Poland, and I have no 
doubt they were produced in all the 
other countries as welL 

The ironic fact, however, is that the 
insanity of the Communist regime 
made freezers a popular, successful 
and common product, especially in 
Gustav Husak’s Czechoslovakia. 
Meat consumption, for instance, was 
extremely, unhealthily high, meat 
was cheap, and the lining-up mental¬ 
ity of people connected with an eedn- 


Spy Agency’s Move 
Signals Obsolescence 

To the Editor: 

The furor over expensive new 
headquarters fpn the National -Recon- 
naissagep j^e^the^supefsecretsp^i. 
sateUite-agenqy,-recalls C. Northcote , 
Parkinson’s wise counsel 

Parkinson noted that organizations 
flourish in shabby, far-flung, ineffi¬ 
cient facilities when their function is 
important By contrast, the creation 
of a single, perfectly planned, plush 
central facility is a certain signal that 
.the organization is no longer needed 
and is at the point of collapse. _ 

His evidence is compelling. For ex¬ 
ample, Britain ran its'empire effec¬ 
tively for centuries out of back rooms 
and cubbyholes all over London. All 
this changed when the magnificent 
Empire House was dedicated in 1947, 
Che year India, won independence. 

The National Reconnaissance Of¬ 
fice was a cold-war creation, and its 
performance was critical co our intel¬ 
ligence effort to track and predict 
Soviet actions. Does this new $310 
million marvel foretell a less produc-. 
live role for the agency in tracking 
unrest in Haiti, massacres in Rwanda 
and oil worker strikes in Nigeria? 

Besides Parkinson’s wisdom on the 
relationship of structure to function, 
the warning in his Law of Extrava¬ 
gance applies: “Expenditure rises to 
meet income — and tends to surpass 
it-” Eugene J. Carroll Jr. 

Washington, Aug. 11,1994 
The writer, a retired rear admiral, is 
director of the Center for Defense 
Information. 



omy based on permanent shortage 
led to the tendency to buy as much 
meat as possible and-keep it in the 
freezer for long weeks and months. 

Czechoslovakia had one of the big¬ 
gest number of large-size freezers 
per head in the world. I emphasize 
that because it illustrates the charac¬ 
ter of the Communist regime and 
economy. Dishwashers, on the other 
.hand, were and still are virtually non- 
existenL You did not need to line up to 
wash your dishes. JAN Machacek 
N ew York, Aug. 15,1994 
The writer is economic editor of Re- 
spekt, a weekly in Prague. 


“all thai successful” is correct — but 
not for the reasons he imputes. 

Lynne V. Cheney, the former Rea¬ 
gan and Bush Administration official, 
is also accurate when she asserts that 
conservatives are more effective in' 
getting ideas across to the public be¬ 
cause many took up residence in re¬ 
search centers. She did not add that 
the National Endowment for the Hu¬ 
manities under her tutelage added to 
the financing of those niches. 

Those of us on campuses who con¬ 
front the uphill struggle of educating 
the coming generation, adding to the 
body of scholarly knowledge, keeping 
abreast of research, helping to man¬ 
age ■ our institutions and fighting 
against politically motivated shrink¬ 
ing budgets live in the real world. We 
have no gilded pulpits from which we 
can rail against presumed left-wing 
“political correctness.” We have to 
work. Sandi E. Cooper 

Professor of History 
College of Staten Island, CUNY 
New York, Aug. 12. 1994 
# 

Spectrum of Debate 

To the Editor: 

The way that conservative intellec¬ 
tuals have been “more effective in 
getting their ideas across to the pub¬ 
lic" is that they have been saying 
what the commercial and largely 
conservative media have wanted the 
public to hear (news article, Aug. 9). 
This has created the appearance that 
serious debate in this country is be¬ 
tween liberals and conservatives. 

However, among large numbers of 
those interested in public issues, es¬ 
pecially at universities, the debate is 
between liberals and those to their 
left. It involves greater numbers of 
people, with more influence, than did 
discussions around the old Partisan 
Review (often taken to represent a 
flowering of intellectual life). 

And how could anyone write an 
article on intellectual trends without 
mentioning feminism? Feminist aca¬ 
demics have been writing for, speak¬ 
ing with and reaching very large 
numbers of people in addition to stu¬ 
dents for more than two decades. 
Participants in these discussions 
have learned from one another and 
had a considerable influence on the 
entire culture. Virginia Held 
P rof, of Philosophy, Graduate School 
and University Center, CUNY 
New York, Aug'. 11,1994 


Growing 1 Ripe in Judgment on the Bench 


To the Editor: ' 

“From the Bench to White House 
Counsel" (editorial, Aug. 12), on the 
appointment of Abner Mikva, Chief 
Jiid&e dfthe United Slices Cburt of. 
A&pea& irr - # asmrigtbm - ^s- White- - ’ 
House counsel, states thdt Judge Mflc 1 '" 
va, "at 68 eligible for retirement, 
could have accepted a semi-retired 
status and trailed off into judicial 
obscurity with a smattering of court 
opinions from time to time.” 

That Is a slur on older Federal 
judges, whose contribution to Ameri¬ 
can law has been and continues to be 
enormous. 

To speak only of judges who have 
sat in Federal courts in New York 
City: Judge Learned Hand wrote his 


most famous opinions in his 70's and 
remained a productive judge until his 
death at 89. 

Judge Henry Friendly wasgoing.- 
strong to his jO’s.when he diett, 

Judge Edwatd Weinf&d remained 
productive' until his death at 86 , 
Judges who take senior status at 
retirement age continue to work vol¬ 
untarily, with no financial reward, at 
a level of output unthinkable for other 
people their age. Without them, the 
Federal judiciary could not cope with 
its heavy caseload. Judge Mikva may 
be giving up 20 years of active judg¬ 
ing. . Richard a. Posner 

Chief Judge, United States Court 
of Appeals for the 7th Circuit 
Chicago, Aug. 15, 1994 


In Canada, Patients Do Choose Their Doctors 


To the Editor: 

It is an oft^heard but mistaken no¬ 
tion that single-payer medical cover¬ 
age means patients cannot choose 
their doctors. On the contrary: In 
Canada’s system, patients have abso¬ 
lute freedom to choose their doctors, 
based on normal distribution pat¬ 
terns. Compare that to your average 
health maintenance organization. 

Canada's system is battered be¬ 
cause of a shrunken tax base in die 
1990’s, compounded by a heavy na¬ 
tional debt burden. But it is still uni¬ 
versal, accessible and with standards 
on a par with the United States. 

-The biggest difference is that in the 
United States at least 25 cents of 


every health care dollar pays for in¬ 
surance administration costs. In Can¬ 
ada we get almost full dollar value. 

Also, the treatment plans of Cana¬ 
dian doctors are not rejected by non¬ 
medical insurance clerks. When a 
doctor says he doesn’t need a certain 
diagn o s tic test, I have confidence chat 
the judgment is professional, not 
based on juggling of file health plan’s 
diagnostic budget for personal profit 
Whenever I cross the border and 
see the jars collecting money for a 
child's treatment, I am reminded of 
why most Canadians treasure our 
system. Polly Thompson 

Editor, Pharmacist News 
Toronto, Aug. 15,1994 


No Light Is Shed on Mexican Election by . Nicaragua’s Vote 


Tb the Editor: 

Your Aug. 10 news article on pre¬ 
election polling in Mexico repeats a 
common myth about the 1990 Nicara¬ 
guan election and polling, and leads 
us away from the right questions 
about the Aug. 21 Mexican election. 

The myth about Nicaragua is that 
Vioieta Barrios de Chamorro’s elec¬ 
tion victory demonstrated that the 
great majority of the electorate was 
thoroughly opposed to the Sandinis¬ 
tas, and that preelection polls had 
failed to pick this up because many 
people were afraid to answer inter- 
viewer questions honestly. 

The 30 or so published pre-election 
polls were evenly split between show¬ 
ing a Chamorro victory and a Sandi- 
nista victory. Virtually all polls con¬ 
tained results suggesting that most 
Nicaraguans were not committed to 
the Sandinistas or the opposition. 
While each camp held die loyalty of 
about one-quarter of die population, 
about half the population was always 
in the middle, vaguely pro-revolution, 
but with mixed views of the Sandinis- 

The Times welcomes letters from 
readers. Letters must include the 
writer’s name, address and telephone 
number. We regret that we cannot 
acknowledge or return unpublished 
letters. Those selected for publication 
may be shortened for space reasons. 


ta regime — and not afraid to voice 
criticism to interviewers. 

In very professionally done polls a 
substantial number of respondents 
answered the voting intention ques¬ 
tion as if they were committed to 
voting San dims ta when they were un¬ 
decided or leaning the other way. 
While fear of being honest was some¬ 
times involved, most often it was 
more complicated. Until near the end 
of the campaign, most “mixed mid¬ 
dle" voters were so ambivalent that 
interviewer and context effects could 
influence the answer. 

Pro-Chamorro pollster question¬ 
naires and interviewers encouraged 
mixed-middle respondents to resolve 
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ambivalence one way. For reasoi 
too complicated to go into, intervie’ 
ers for other pollsters induced i 
opposite resolution. There remaint 
a large bloc that was less than firm 
decided, but leaning, unenthusiasi 
cally, toward Mrs. Chamorro. 

Ulises Beltrdn, the Mexican rulii 
party pollster you quote, is wrot 
about how it worked in Nicaragu 
Sandinista youth did not poll syster 

atically for eight months, so that pe 
pie came to associate polling with tl 

Sandinistas. The Sandinistas did n 
begin substantial polling until Se 
teraber 1989; before that, Mrs. Qi 
morro’s pollster was more acth 
™ anyone else. Youth from boi 
sides did substantial canvassing 
the six weeks before the election. 

None of this is unusual 7n son 
elections the United States. si| 
njficant numbers of whites who usi 
afly vote Democratic end up doir 
something else because the Demi 
cratic candidate is black. But a sul 
slant la] proportion of such voters te 
interviewers they will, or did, vote e 
“sual — and a substantially large 
proportion respond that way to blac 
interviewers than to white interview 
ers - n ,, William a Barne 
Oakland, Calif., Aug. 12. 19 s 
Tb* Wriwr. a lawyer, is author 0 / Q 
article in “The 1990 Nicaragua Ele, 
tions and Their Aftermath ” (1992). 
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When the 
Evidence 
Is a Matter 
Of Life 
And Death 


By Paul C. Giannelli 


T Cleveland 

he O. J, Simpson case, 
scheduled to go to trial 
next month, hinges on 
scientific evidence. 
Hence die constant 
tug-of-war between the 
defense and the prosecution, which 
intensifed last week over access to 
blood samples. 

If the DNA analysis of the blood 
found at the murder scene excludes 
Mr. Simpson or the victims, thus im¬ 
plicating an unknown suspect, it will 
be extremely difficult if not impossi¬ 
ble to convict him. But a positive 
result would place him in a extremely 
small category of people whose blood 
shares the same characteristics.. 

A criminal justice system based on 
skillful investigation that includes 
scientific evidence is obviously better 
than one that relies only on conven¬ 
tional methods like eyewitness identi¬ 
fications, which can be unreliable, 
and confessions, which are subject to 
abuse. And yet scientific evidence is 
subject to abuse as welL 
This summer, a serologist, or blood 
analysis expert, was indicted by Tex- 


Paul C. Giannelli, professor of law at 
Case Western Reserve University, is 
co-author (with Edward Imwinkel- 
ried). of “Scientific Evidence .” 


as and West Virginia for allegedly 
falsifying test results in hundreds of 
cases since 1979. He reported incon¬ 
clusive results as conclusive, altered 
laboratory records, didn’t report con¬ 
flicting results and failed to conduct 
additional testing to resolve conflicts. 
Defendants who have since been ex¬ 
onerated were sentenced to long pris¬ 
on terms on his testimony. 

In Texas, a pathologist was convict¬ 
ed in 1992 of faking autopsies. He per¬ 
formed hundreds of autopsies a year, 
and at least 20 death penalty convic- 


The nation’s crime 
labs are all but 
unregulated. 


tions were obtained with the aid of his 
testimony. For more than a decade, he 
worked closely with prosecutors and 
the police and apparently tailored his 
findings to conform with their theories 
of the cases. “If the prosecution theory 
was that death was caused by a Mar¬ 
tian death ray, then that was what he 
reported,” said the special prosecutor 
who handled the investigation. 

A forensic dentist in Mississippi who 
has testified in numerous capital cases 


was censured in April by the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences for mis¬ 
representing evidence and failing to 
meet professional standards. Yet he is 
scheduled to be an expert witness in 
three upcoming capital murder trials. 

But the problems of scientific evi¬ 
dence in criminal trials run far deeper 
than these sensational examples sug¬ 
gest Unlike clinical laboratories, 
which perform tests for hospitals and 
doctors' offices, the nation’s crime lab¬ 
oratories are exempt from regulation 
and external review. There are no 
minimum certification requirements 
for lab personnel. As Eric Lander, a 
molecular biologist, wrote in a 1989 
article in Nature, “At present, forensic 
science is virtually unregulated — with 
the paradoxical result that clinical lab¬ 
oratories must meet higher standards 
to be allowed to diagnose strep throat 
than forensic labs must meet to put a 
defendant on death row." 

A1978 sLudy of more than 200 crim¬ 
inal labs — the only nationwide sur¬ 
vey that has been done — found that 
71 percent reported faulty results in 
blood tests, 51.4 percent made errors 
in matching paint samples, 35J5 per¬ 
cent erred in soil examinations and 
28.2 percent made mistakes in fire¬ 
arms identifications. There has been 
a voluntary proficiency testing pro¬ 
gram in place since 1984, but the 
results of these tests have not been 
published. Thus crime lab personnel 
may be failing proficiency tests and 


The Population Distraction 


By Julian L. Simon 

_ ' Chevy CHASE, Md. 
(*■■% he Roman Catholic 
J. ‘^Church’s reaction , to.. 

. Population Fund con¬ 
ference in Cairo is a 
monumental political 

•lunder. ' 

the Vatican should not have men- 
ioned abortion and contraception. It 
hould have stuck to the subject of the 
onference. — population control 
*ope John Paul II could simply have 
aid that human life is the ultimate 
alue and that interfering with repro- 
uctive liberty is a crime. But. the 
hurch, like its critics, is drawn to the 
bortion wars like moth to a flame 
Thus it allows the opponents of true 
eproductive freedom to steal the is- 
ue of personal liberty and thereby 
ake the moral high ground. By so 
(oing, it is subverting its own larger 
- and admirable — goals. 

Some militant feminists have de- 
ided that while Pope John Paul II is 
trying to force them to have children 
bey don’t want, Population Fund pro¬ 
rams are not what women need. So 
he conference, which will be held in 
lairo from SepL 5 to 13, has already 
lecoroe a free-for-all 
But the bureaucracy will get its 
ray — population control, the central 
heme of die conference. This is crys- 
al clear in “objectives'' in the “draft 
inal document” (written, of course, 
ong before the conference even be¬ 
gins) : “To.achieve and maintain a 
larmonious balance between popula- 
ion and resources.” The “harmony" 
Mould be achieved by governments’ 
'curbing unsustainable population 
frowth" along with “reducing exces- 
live resource consumption." 

This aim, euphemistically called 
•population stabilization” and. 
Joaked under verbiage about “fara-. 
ly planning,” has been affirmed by 
rimothy E. Wirth, the Under Secre-. 
ary of State for Global Affairs. He 
iluntly talks about "population cen¬ 
rol," and President Clinton explicitly 
>acks this goaL 

Sugarcoat the matter as U.N. func- 
ionaries do, attaining this goal 
neans government policies that will 
jropagandize, bribe and coerce cou- 
>les to have fewer children than they 
vould otherwise choose to have. 

The world’s 1 leading example of 
jopulanon control is China. Its "fam- 
Jy. planning” one-child policy is pure 
joercion. It includes forcing IUD’s 
ntO the wombs of 100 million women 
i gainst their will; mandatory X-rays 
•very three months to insure that the 
fUD’s have not been removed, caus- 
ng who knows what genetic damage; 
coercion to abort if women get preg¬ 
iant anyway, and economic punish¬ 
ment if couples evade the abortionist 
Most of the population establish¬ 
ment, which backs the Cairo show, 
ipplauds China’s programs. The popu- 
ation-control advocates are forever 
apologizing that yes, there was coer¬ 
cion in. the past, but the abuses were 


local and unauthorized and no longer 
occur. This was again revealed as a lie 
by the recent Chinese law to prevent 
the “floating population” from having 
the children they want 

The, population activists f pqw.,u$e:! 
dtqjr,^uqm»;>^;tlie # ^tate 
meant to,, .finance.. population-control . 
programs in Africa with our aid pro¬ 
grams and bribe African governments 
into cooperating. 

Now comes the Pope to get into a 
well-publicized argument with Presi¬ 
dent Clinton about abortion and con¬ 
traception. Non-Catholics, and even 
some Catholics like Frances Kissling, 
president of Catholics for a Free 
Choice, interpret the Pope’s state¬ 
ments as amounting to coercion of 
Catholics to have more children than 
they would like to have. 

Jane Fonda — our “special good¬ 
will ambassador" to the U.N. Popula¬ 
tion Fund — has decided that the 
church is the bogeyman in the mat¬ 
ter. And Mother Jones magazine 
writes: “The Vatican’s dark mar¬ 
riage to Islam has kept birth control 
off the international agenda. Mean¬ 
while, the population bomb is tick¬ 
ing.” This has two tragic effects. 

First, the attack on the Pope de¬ 
flects attention from the real enemy 

the Chinese, who coerce; the indo- 


The Pope is 
talking sense, if 
anyone will listen. 


rton; who does research 
i economics, is professor 
dministration at the Uni- 
aryland. 


nesians, who use heavy-handed com¬ 
munal “persuasion," and the U.N. 
Population Fund, which orchestrates 
population controL Second, the Pope’s 
message against governmental coer¬ 
cion, and in favor of life, is lost entire¬ 
ly; instead of being heard as the 
defender of the most basic human 
values, he is seen as the villain of the 
conference. 

There is a terrible irony here. The 
church has been the leading institu¬ 
tion that celebrates human life as 
such and asserts that enabling a new 
person to enjoy life is a good in itself. 
It does not urge people to have more 
children than a couple want and can 
afford. It recognizes the human limi¬ 
tations of a family's resources and 
.energies. It does, however, hope that 
people will decide to have additional 
children, and cheers when they do. 

. Most important, it recognizes that 
one family’s having more children 
does not make another family poorer 
in the world’s goods; this conclusion 
is supported by two decades of re¬ 
search by population economists. 

The Vatican's problem is that no 
matter what it says about other mat¬ 
ters, a few words about abortion and 
contraception get all the attention. In 
the United States' position paper at 
the 1984 population conference in 
Mexico City, there were just a few 
sentences opposing abortion, but for 
all practical purposes they were the 
only sentences that mattered. This is 
what the Vatican is up against. 

The church is also up against a 


deep-rooted anti-Catholicism that is 
triggered by the population issue and 
distorts the thinking of even the clear¬ 
est-minded people. The church's great 
message about the value of life gets 
lost to many ; {including my-fellow 
Je»^ *amich‘ftpse*TfuaMi?Jd nmfW' 
criminations about abortion and con¬ 
traception. 

T he church is the only 
participant in these 
proceedings that gets 
it righi about the eco¬ 
nomics of population 
growth and economic 
development. A supposed rationale 
for “population stabilization” is that 
lower population growth brings about 
faster economic growth. But the fact 
is that this proposition — mainstream 
wisdom until the early 80’s — has 
been proved false. 

In the 1980's, there was a U-turn in 
the consensus of population econo¬ 
mists about the effects of population 
growth. In 1986, the National Re¬ 
search Council of the National Acad¬ 
emy of Sciences almost completely 
reversed the worried view it ex¬ 
pressed in 1971. Its report noted that 
there was no statistical evidence of a 
negative connection between popula¬ 
tion increase and economic growth. 
And it said, “The scarcity of exhaust¬ 
ible resources is at most a minor 
restraint on economic growth." 

This shift has gone unacknowl¬ 
edged by the media, by environmen¬ 
tal organizations and by the agencies 
that foster population control abroad. 
While the Reagan Administration 
built this body of scientific fact into 
its 1984 stand at the world population 
conference, (he Bush Administration 
did nothing to carry it out in policy 
and Lhe Clinton Administration turns 
a blind eye to it. Now the U.N. Popula¬ 
tion Fund has carefully prevented 
mainstream population economists 
from participating in preparations 
and the conference. So what will we 
get in Cairo? 

We’ll get lots of acrimonious femi¬ 
nist rhetoric against the church and 
white males, providing an enjoyable 
occasion for the women and fine 
sound bites for the media, plus heart¬ 
burn for the Vatican and maybe a 
lesson for the future. 

And we'll get quiet success for the 
population controllers and U.N. bu¬ 
reaucrats who want to force women 
in poor countries to have fewer chil¬ 
dren than they want to bear — with no 
benefit to the economies and environ¬ 
ments these establishment members 
claim to be improving. □ 


Note to Readers 

The Op-Ed page welcomes 
unsolicited manuscripts. Be¬ 
cause of the volume of submis¬ 
sions, however, we regret that 
u<e cannot acknowledge an arti¬ 
cle or return it unless it is ac¬ 
companied by a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. If manu¬ 
scripts are accepted for publi¬ 
cation, authors will be notified 
within two weeks. 






still testifying in felony prosecutions. 

From the beginning, questions of 
competence have similarly plagued 
the O. J. Simpson case. During the 
preliminary hearing in July, the Los 
Angeles deputy medical examiner dis¬ 
closed that the coroner's office had not 
preserved the stomach contents of Ni¬ 
cole Simpson, Mr. Simpson’s former 
wife — crucial for estimating the time 
of death — before the defense bad a 
chance to analyze them. 

He also testified that body-tempera¬ 
ture readings of the victims, also criti¬ 
cal for determining time of death, were 
taken more than 10 hours after the 
police had arrived on the scene, and 
admitted that he had not attempted to 
compare the victims’ stab wounds with 
a suspected o\urder weapon. He also 
did not examine Nicole Simpson's body 
for evidence of rape. 

E ven if minimum stand¬ 
ards are established to 
prevent discrepancies 
like these, the nation’s 
(crime labs face an¬ 
other severe problem: 
lack of resources. A five-part series in 
The Seattle Times this year on Wash¬ 
ington State crime labs, for example, 
found that a "staggering backlog of 
cases hinders investigations of mur¬ 
der, rape, arson and other major 
crimes.” At any time, the newspaper 
sard, “thousands of pieces of evidence 
collected from crime scenes sit unana¬ 
lyzed and ignored on shelves in labora¬ 
tories and police stations across the 
state” for lack of staff and equipment. 

Many people assume that the ac¬ 
cused will have the opportunity to 
challenge expert witnesses who 
present faulty evidence. In fact, 80 
percent of defendants can’t afford to 
hire a lawyer, much less pay expert 
witnesses to examine evidence of¬ 
fered by the prosecution. 

The remedy for some of these prob¬ 
lems is an independent crime lab 
system under the control of a state¬ 
wide medical examiner or state at¬ 
torney general In addition, all labs 
should be subjected to external blind 
proficiency testings, and the results 
should be made public. We need ade¬ 
quate financing to research new 
types of evidence, such as DNA test¬ 
ing, as well as adequate compensa¬ 
tion and training for lab personnel. 
There are some excellent crime labs 
in this country, and there are first- 
rate forensic pathologists, but they 
should be the rule, not the exception. 

In 1967, a crime commission ap¬ 
pointed by Lyndon B. Johnson found 
ihat “the great majority of police 
department laboratories have only 
minimal equipment and lack highly 
skilled personnel able to use the mod¬ 
ern equipment now being developed.” 

In 1974, a similar commission ap¬ 
pointed by the Nixon Administration 
commented: "Too many police crime 
laboratories have been set up on budg¬ 
ets that preclude the recruitment of 
qualified, professional personnel” 
These comments still hold true. □ 
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Brooklyn’s 

Obsessive 

Pursuit 

Now it's time to investigate the 
investigators. 

On Thursday a jury in Brooklyn 
acquitted Eric Jackson of arson and 
murder in connection with the Wald- 
baum’s supermarket fire that killed 
six firefighters in 1978. The forewom¬ 
an of the jury said the prosecution 
hadn’t even proved that the fire was 
arson. There should never have been 
a trial. It was held only because un¬ 
scrupulous law enforcement officials 
in Brooklyn have insisted on pursuing 
a long and depraved and deeply sinis¬ 
ter effort to nail Mr. Jackson at virtu¬ 
ally any cost. 

The Eric Jackson saga encom¬ 
passes prosecutorial misconduct at 
its worst Consider, for example, the 
charge that he raped and murdered 
Linda Casella. a homeless prostitute, 
in an abandoned concession stand at 
Coney Island in 1991. (This came af¬ 
ter Mr. Jackson's initial, tainted con¬ 
viction in the Waldbaum’s case had 
been overturned) 

Prosecutors in the Kings County 
District Attorney’s office claimed to 
have a witness — the dead woman’s 
"roommate” at the concession stand 
— who saw Mr. Jackson having sex 
with the victim and then saw him 
leaving with bloodstains on his 
clothes. 

These prosecutors were not de¬ 
terred by the fact that DNA tests 


It’s time to 
investigate the 
investigators. 


conducted by the F.B.I. showed that 
the semen found in the victim had not 
come from Mr. Jackson. A minor ob¬ 
stacle. Nothing could be allowed to 
stop the prosecution. A theory was 
concocted According to Assistant Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Michael Vecchione, Mr. 
Jackson himself had smeared the vic¬ 
tim’s body with another man’s semen. 

Mr. Jackson obtained the semen, 
Mr. Vecchione theorized, by purchas¬ 
ing used condoms from a prostitute. 

Mr. Jackson's lawyer, Robert Sulli¬ 
van, called the theory “preposter¬ 
ous.” The trial went ahead, anyway. 
Before long the prosecution's "wit¬ 
ness” disintegrated Her name was 
Christine Moroney and she was a 
raving drug addict She accused the 
prosecution of holding her prisoner. 
She told Judge Edward M. Rappa- 
port, out of the presence of the jury, 
that she didn’t recognize Mr. Jack- 
son. For the prosecution, she was a 
disaster. 

Mr. Vecchione, having presented 
most of his case, now stood up and 
asked the judge to dismiss the 
charges against Mr. Jackson. Incred¬ 
ibly, Judge Rappaport refused He let 
the case go to the jury, which acquit¬ 
ted Mr. Jackson. 

The prosecution then went after 
Ms. Moroney with a vengeance. She 
was charged with perjury and held 
for months on Rikers Island in lieu of 
$50,000 bail At her trial, she testified 
that she had in. fact seen someone 
leaving the concession stand but it 
was nol Mr. Jackson. She added bit¬ 
terly, “You were going to use me to 
put an innocent man in jail." 

A jury found Ms. Moroney guilty on 
two of six perjury counts. But the 
judge, Thaddeus Owens, set aside the 
conviction, saying that the District 
Attorney’s office had treated Ms. 
Moroney unfairly. She was allowed to 
go free. 

The obsessive pursuirof Eric Jack- 
son has continued on and off, for 15 
years. It has been conducted by law 
enforcement officials untroubled by 
the concept of respect for the rule of 
law. When Mr. Jackson was arrested 
for the murder of Ms. Casella, Su¬ 
preme Court Justice Joseph Slavin 
asked prosecutors, “Are you going to 
arrest this guy for every unsolved 
crime in Brooklyn?” 

No one knows if the obsession with 
Mr. Jackson is over. More important¬ 
ly, no one knows if the unscrupulous 
behavior uncovered in this case is 
limited to this case. Is this just a 
bizarre obsession with one man, or Is 
this business as usual in the District 
Attorney's office in Brooklyn? 

A full and independent investiga¬ 
tion of the Eric Jackson prosecutions 
should be undertaken. Unscrupulous 
law enforcement officials are a dan¬ 
ger to everyone. Julio Cruz is a re¬ 
minder of this. 

Mr. Cruz was the convict who ini¬ 
tially claimed that Mr. Jackson had 
confessed to setting the Waldbaum’s 
fire. In exchange, Mr. Cruz was let 
out of prison just as early as prosecu¬ 
tors could arrange it. This was bad 
news for the 2-year-old son of Mr. 
Cruz’s girlfriend Mr. Cruz confessed 
to killing the toddler by smashing him 
on the dashboard of a car. He threw 
the body into a dumpster. 

How hard did prosecutors go after 
Mr. Cruz for this crime? Not very 
hard He was allowed to plead guilty 
•to manslaughter and served six 
years. He’s out now. He’s not even on 
parole. He's working as a paralegal in 
a law office. □ 
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COMICS 


the JERUSALEM POST 


After 30 Years of Battle, the X-Men Take America 


By DOUGLAS MARTIN 


i n the beginning, there were five 
troubled teen-agers — Cyclops, 
Angel, Beast, Iceman and Mar¬ 
vel Girl — all normal until they 
turned 13. Suddenly they could 
do superhuman things'— fly, shoot 
energy from their eyes and much, 
much more. Called the X-Men, “the 
strangest superheroes of all,” they 
promptly went to war against Mag¬ 
neto, the master of magnetism and a 
real bad guy. 

It was a rebellious style, only 
slightly masked by the jackets and 
ties the X-Men then wore. An early 
issue has Iceman, whose frigid rays 
cool any situation, exclaiming: 
“Here's a quick-freezing icy sweat¬ 
shirt for you. Stretch! This’ll cramp 
your style real good!” 

That was in 1963, thousands upon 
thousands of comic books ago. Today, 
the X-Men, whose powers come from 
genetic mutations and whose troupe 
always included formidable X-Wora- 
en, number about 200 and are spread 
in enclaves around the world. They 
have become an ensemble cast popu¬ 
lar with adolescents of all ages, a 
soap opera in which every story ends 
with the crying need for another. 

And next month a new breed of X- 
Men, “Generation X,” younger and 
rougher-edged, will begin appearing 
in their own comic book, further sea¬ 
soning the gurgling stew of plot per¬ 
mutations. 

Let it be firmly pronounced that the 
X-Men are the original mutants, dec¬ 
ades ahead of a certain group of 
sewer turtles. They grapple with the 
pain of being misunderstood outsid¬ 
ers, and yet they use their superpow¬ 
ers to rise above this prejudice, try¬ 
ing to save ungrateful humanity be¬ 
fore it is too late. This, arguably, is 
the perfect teen-age fantasy. 

They are the world's best-selling 
group of comic books and America's 
most popular animated Saturday 
morning cartoon show. In school¬ 
yards, X-Men trading cards are neck 
and neck with Power Rangers. X-Men 
action figures were the top-selling 
plastic dolls last year. Their video 
games are arcade bits. Plans for an 
Oriando, Fla., theme park with X- 
Men-inspired rides were announced 
recently. 

And yes, the X-Men are soon to be a 
major motion picture. Sequels are 
being discussed even as 20th Century 
Fox chooses a script 
Not to put. too fine a point on it but 
this is ahffwaniple of the synergy for 
which entertainment companies are 
scrambling. The billionaire Ronald 0. 
Perelman, who now owns 80 percent 
of the Marvel Entertainment Group, 
has pushed it very aggressively. He 
bought Fleer, a major bubble-gum 
card company, and half a toy compa¬ 
ny, and retrieved many of Marvel's 
licensing agreements, under which 
1,500 items, from shoelaces to $1,000 
leather jackets, are produced. 

“Perelman has- made Marvel a 
much more aggressive company,” 
said Lauren Rich Fine, first vice 
president of Merrill Lynch. “Their 
diversification is going to enable 
them to show tremendous revenue 
growth this year." 

Mr. Perelman himself won’t name 
his favorite X-Man. “But they’re a 
tremendous asset to the Marvel sta¬ 
ble of characters,” he said. “Their 
potential appears limitless." 

The 16 X-Man titles (“The Uncan¬ 
ny X-Men,” "X-Force,” “X-Fac- 
tor," “Excalibur." “Wolverine,” 
etc.) are the big nebulae in Marvel’s 
universe: 50 million comic books a 
year, at $1.50 or more apiece. 

In general, Marvel superheroes are 
a different breed from DC Comics 
powerhouses like Superman and Bat¬ 
man. They have weaknesses. They 
find truth, justice and the American 
way a bit goody-two-shoes. And it’s 
mind-blowing how they dominate 
their newsstand rivals. In July, the X- 
family accounted for over 14 percent 
of the comic market, more than the 
combined total of the next four fam¬ 
ilies: Spider-Man, Batman, Super¬ 
man and Dark Horse. Overall statis¬ 
tics are scarce, but the industry is 
believed to approach $1 billion in 
sales. 

“The X-Men are the juggernaut," 
said Mitch Cutler, owner of SL 
Mark’s Comics, which has stores in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn.-“They are 
the big, immense, nonstop, cash-gen- 
. era ting, unstoppable force." 


Perhaps the most intriguing aspect 
of the phenomenon is its longevity. 
The stories that began 30 years ago 
are the basis of ones still churned out, 
each building and relating to the oth¬ 
ers in one of the most brilliant — or 
cynical — marketing ploys ever. 
(Where will “The Lion King" be a 
year from now?) 

So if they’re so omnipotent, why 
haven't you heard of them? 

To some extent, it depends on who 
you were at 13. Jt’s teen-age angst 
(hat separates the X-Men from the 
Robin the Boy Wonder fans. Lois of 
revenge-craving nerds can identify 
with alienation, and with joining a 
club of other societal rejects. 

“As a teen-ager, 1 sometimes feel 
sort of helpless. Things are sort of 
■pinning out of control, and I can’t do 
nything about it," said Akil Kirlew, a 
15-year-old at Hunter High School In 
Manhattan. “The X-Men never let 
that happen to them.” 

Mr. Kirlew was introduced to the - 
mutants at the age of 4 or 5 when his 
parents read him the comics. He liked 
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Among 1,500 licensed X-Men items are towels, lunchboxes, ties and action Ggures — a movie and theme park are in the works. 


the vivid pictures. Now he likes the 
stories, and the subtle way they treat 
complex issues. For instance, the bad 
mutants have become warmer in re¬ 
cent years as their pains — in Magne¬ 
to’s case, years in a Nazi death camp 
— have dribbled oul 
“Nothing is black and white; peo^ 
pie are sort of in-between,” Mr. Kir¬ 
lew said he has learned. 

In some ways, it is their very ordi¬ 
nariness that is most attractive. 
Their powers come from a mutant 
gene, not the planet Krypton. Their 
weaknesses and pleasures are the 
average Joe’s. They live in Westches¬ 
ter County, drive down to Manhattan 
sometimes and like to hang oul 
“Kids are looking for Ideas that 
help them bond, with kids their own 
age,” said Dr. Caroly Pataki. chief of 
child and adolescent psychiatry at 
Lenox Hill Hospital in Manhattan. 

This easy accessibility may be part 
of the reason girls (perhaps a third of 
the television show's viewers, Marvel 
officials estimate) are drawn to the 
X-Men. Also helping are awesome 
female characters, an emphasis on 
relationships — and the zeal with 
which some boys talk about little else. 

“There’s something that girls don’t 
find in princesses and mermaids,” 
said Lisa Geisenheimer, Marvel’s di¬ 
rector of licensing. 

Samantha Kleinfield, who is 7 and 
collects the cards, loves Storm, who 
leads her own X-Man team and bas 
telekinetic power over the weather. 
“Storm can change the sky,” she 
says. 

Of course, in bteir spare time, the 
X-Men are also in a death struggle 
with evil mutants to make the world 
safe for the ignorant mortals, who 
often despise them in return. 

“They are superhumans who want 
to protect humans,” said Lauren 
Bhuler Donner, who is producing the 
movie. "Humans don’t reciprocate in 
kind and that's the sad part” 

The trail of monthly armageddons 
all began in the mind of Stan Lee. 
from whose brain also sprang Spider- 
Man, the Incredible Hulk, the Aveng¬ 
ers and the Fantastic Four. His he¬ 
roes have everyday human foibles, 
and readers empathized. 

“My main interest has always been 
people,” said Mr. Lee, who calls him¬ 
self "70-ish" and now lives in Los 
Angeles supervising Marvel's movie’ 
and television ventures. When people 
look at Wolverine, he said, he wants 
them to think “If I had huge claws 
coming out of the back of my hands, 
that would be me." 

Mr. Lee's assignment in 1963 was 
to come up with another group of 
superheroes. “What powees can I 
give them that are not in use at the 
moment?" he worried. 

One year before, he had created 
Spider-Man by having a radioactive 
spider bite Peter Parker, and he was 
running out of ideas. "What if I just 
made them mutants?" he thoughL 
"There are'mutants in nature, and 
with all the atomic explosions they're 
more likely than ever before.” 



Trading card of Magneto 


His boss liked the idea, but vetoed 
the name. No one would understand 
"The Mutants." he said. Mr. Lee’s 
second suggestion, “X-Men,'’ sound¬ 
ed fine. 

"If people wouldn’t know what a 
mutant Was, how would they know 
what an X-Man is?" Mr. Lee won¬ 
dered to himself. 

Nonetheless, the premise was nov¬ 
el. The X-Men were enrolled at Pro¬ 
fessor Xavier's School for Gifted 
Youngsters in woodsy Westchester 
County, a New York suburb. Profes¬ 
sor X, a mutant himself, was a wheel¬ 
chair-bound genius who assembled 
his team telepathically. 

Mr. Lee developed a profound 
sense of mission. “I wanted to spot¬ 
light a group of innocent people who 
were feared and shunned and later 
hated and persecuted,” he wrote in an 
essay. “I wanted to show how anyone, 
no matter how blameless, can be vic¬ 
timized if the fates so decree.” 

But he learned that superhero fans 
demand certain conventions: they 
like well-endowed bodies in tight cos¬ 
tumes, and they rejected his early 
attempts to put the X-Men in street 
clothes. 

And the truth is that the series 
sputtered in its early years. In 1970, 
Marvel stopped producing new issues 
and sold only occasional reprints. 
Then in 1975 it tried ‘'Giant-Size X- 
Men" (the name describes the book, 
not the heroes). It had two of the 
original cast, Cyclops, of the laser- 
beam gaze, and Dr. X. The snarling 
Wolverine, whose bones and claws 
are forged from the mythical metal 
adamamium, appeared. 

New members joined, ones decide- 
ly different from the first ali-WASP 
team. Storm was a gorgeous black 
woman. Colossus was a hefty Russian 


peasant with skin that could change 
to steel. Nightcrawler was a furry 
German circus freak with the gift of 
teleportation. 

Now there are dozens: Banshee, 
Frost, Jubilee, Cannonball, Meggan, 
Wolfsbane, Havok, Polaris, Forge, 
Warpath, Boomer, Siryn. They travel 
back and forth in time and visit one 
another's books, leaping to the rescue 
of an endangered pal in one universe 
— or a sagging story line in another. 
But this is kept rare, though it almost 
always hikes sales. "A guest star 
slows us down a little bit,” said Bob 
Harra, group editor of X-Man titles. 
“We have so much story to tell.” 

And what delicious stuff! Lately, a 
deadly virus that attacks only mu¬ 
tants has been oozing through the 
various titles. Wolverine's adaman¬ 
tium bones have been sucked from 
his body by Magneto. Rogue, unbe¬ 
lievably beautiful but afflicted with a 
negative power that takes the life 
energy of anybody she touches, can’t 
come close to making love to Gambit, 
the mutant she loves, without sending 
him into a coma. 

The most spectactular X-event of 
the year was the wedding of Jean 
Grey (Marvel Girl in 1963, now called 
Phoenix) and Scott Summers (Cy¬ 
clops). Nicole Miller designed a 
strapless silver wedding gown that 
looked as if it had been sprayed onto 
Phoenix's body. Storm changed win¬ 
ter into a sunny spring day. 

"People say I'm different because 
I’m a mutant, but right now 1 feel like 
every other bride-to-be," Jean Grey 
said. “Today 1 am an X-Man and soon 
I’ll be a wife. My greatest hope is that 
I'll never be an X-wife.” 

That’s pretty typical X-dialogue. 

If the unspoken lure of the X-men is 
alienation, its overt cause — beyond 
saving Earth from fiends — is toler¬ 
ance. On the television show, many 
episodes take place in Genosha, a 
mythical island nation near Africa 
with the world’s highest standard of 
living. Mutants there are enslaved for 
scut work; they rebel, and a United 
Nations force comes to their aid. A 
group with the Orwellian name 
Friends of Humanity chants “no 
more mutants!” and mutters about 
“mutant garbage." This forces 
Beast, who is blue and furry and has a 
stratospheric I.Q., to moan “Why 
can't 1 be normal? It’s not fair.” 

To be sure, there are other aspects 
to the X-Men’s appeal. 

One is sfex: each month* readers 
get to see beautiful people whose lives 
they deeply care about cavorting in 
Spandex. For all their efforts at pro¬ 
moting women's characters, the writ¬ 
ers still sometimes refer to the fe¬ 
males as "X-babes" in office conver¬ 
sation. 

"And not to be forgotten, the men in 
our books are hot,” said Suzanne 
Gaffney, an associate editor. “These 
guys are builL They’re physical 
ideals.” 

Another aspect is violence, al¬ 
though editors insisL they try to keep 
the body count low and make charac¬ 
ters consider pacific options before 
blowing someone away really spec¬ 
tacularly. And the fact is that robots 
and buildings seem to take most of 
the beating. 

“It's violence. It’s just not violence 
you can, like, imitate,” said Clark 
Fife, assistant manager of Forbidden 
Planet, one of New York's ramie 


meccas. 

But X-fans do grow up. making the 
shift to Playboy, then Time, then 
Modern Maturity. Young fans are the 
future. There is an industry axiom 
that every comic book is somebody’s 
firsL And X-Men may not be a bad 
place to start 

Tony Gambuzza, a therapist with 
the-Fordhara Tremont.Mental Health 


Center in the Bronx, helps public 
school children with behavior prob¬ 
lems. Many come from single-parent’ 
families, and most have been victims 
or perpetrators of violence. Almost 
all of the youths are very familar 
with the X-Men. 

He described a recent conversation 
with a 13-year-old boy. 


“Wolverine is wild and he needs 
Cyclops and Professor X to get him 
under control," the boy answered. 

Which character was most like 
him, the therapist asked. 

“Wolverine." 

And which did he most want to be 
like? 


.. Why. did be like the X-Men? 


NESTLINGS 


Cyclops,” the boy said. “I want to- 


By Ted Fulton / Edited by Will Shortz 


ACROSS 

1 Panchen- 

(spiritual leader) 

5 Overload 
10 Fail to mention' 

14 Short end of the 
stick 

18 Spirit 

19 Locked passageway 

20 Mr.Agnew 

21 Diminish 

22 Which came first, 
the chicken or the 
egg? 

24 Subject of 1962’s 
Best Picture 

26 Lowered 

27 Bird hunter's shelter 

29 Intensify 

30 -generis 

31 Writer OTaoidinet 
ah 

32 “Sony, I can't come" 

33 Spicy cuisine 

38 Experiences 

39 Grow accustomed 

40 Noted war story 

41 Pet rocks, once 

42 Extinct bird 

45 Warship of old 

46 Property may have 
these 

47 Lawn care product 

48 Curse 

49 Out of fftvor 
53 End of a fitting 

phrase 

55 Hash 

56 More cowlike? 

57 Convenient 

59 Provoked 

60 Persisted 
63 Castigates 
65 Overhead 
68 Some parties 

70 Crusades combatant 

74 Sir Freddie of 
Skymtin 

75 Kudzu.e.g. 

76 Zap 

78 Open slightly 

79 Third man 
81 Golfer Calvin 

S3 Northernmost city 
of ancient Palestine 

84 Right to decide 

85 -tectonics 

86 Record 

87 “Kiss an Angel Good 
Momin'" country 
singer 

89 Enjoys, with “in" 

90 Takes to heart 

92-Springs, Colo. 

95 Histrion 

96 -o’-shanter 

97 Click beetle 

98 Geometrical solid 

99 Emulate Voltaire 
104 Gainsay 

106 Flabbergasted 

108 Uneedstobe 
broken 

109 Polite refusal 
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110 Some cheeses 

111 Miracle site 

112 Distantly 

113 Flowering shrub 

114 Coup- 

115 Scout’s handiwork 
DOWN 

1 Impart 

2 Ship's direction 

3 Impair 

4 Kicks in, initially 

5 Suitable for a 
postcard 

6 Sale item 

7 It was given by SL 
Nicholas 

8 Staff, in a way 

9 Common 

10 Bids one dub 

11 Temperate 

12 A Gershwin 

13 Allergy victim's fete 

14 Asseverates 

15 “Laglumedema 

16 Intact 

17 Page noises 

20 Abscam,fiorone 
23 Frequent 
25 Groove for a sliding 
door 

28 Orbiting 
photographer 

31 One who gets a lift? 

32 Clear of debris . 

33 Antilles native 


34 “A Bell for-■" 

35 House supports 

36 Crude container 

37 Melange 

38 One response to a 
challenge 

41 Scrub 

42 Flash Gordon's foe 

43 Previously 

44 Canceled 
48 Puzzle type 

50 Letter dosing 

51 Nostalgic film of 
1982 

52 Multivoluineref. 

54 Tommy Dorsey’s 

“-Isir 

55 Transport to the 
Tuilenes 

57 Guifof- 

58 Make out 
61 Fixes firmly 

.62 Baby Doc Duvalier, 
e-g. ' 

64 DeSoto or Hudson 

65 Sadly 

66 Californian’s 
vacation spot, 

informally 

67 Approve 

69 Thinks better of 

71 Port NW.of 
Gibraltar 

72 Get clear of 

73 Barcelona babies 

76 Foot pattern? 

77 Passage 


79 Losers 

80 Kasparov’s 
birthplace 

82 Holed up. in a way 
85 Dad 

87 Black Watch, for 
one 

88 Canyon's edge 

89 Acrimonious 

90 More slippery 

91 Corroborate 

92 Hajj objective 

93 Cool 

94 -Devi 

(second-highest 

peak in India) 


95 Football 
Hall-of-Fam 
Herber 

98 Coin of Chib 

99 Kkidoftean 

100 Heroine of 
Tennessee 
Williams's **! 
and Smoke" 

101 Mr. Lendl 

102 Paradoxical 
philosopher 

103 PartofQ.E .1 
105 TVknobabfc 
107 Jonsonwrot 

himself 


AWSWER T 0 PREVIOUS PUZZLE 



EBRrS ngggBB 

ESBSEpnnnnrl nn 


fl g U f 

IWlE)R[t7yrp 












¥ 









*4 K"- : 

s^- 

1 V' 

2 *j:'i )y? 

3 ' : '' 

5 n-r.- r ^^ 

- -r^P *■''“■ 

c pUZ Zt L- 

"•"-Jlglsfg 



ne Jerusalem Post Monday, August 22, 1994 


FEATURES 


The new Moscow: Gridlock, smog and fortune seekers 

f __ _ _ • - _ • " ____ 

' —__ ~ — ■ . ■■ . iinori., Ium u. 


For all the 
changes in . 
Russia’s capital, it 
really has stayed 
much the same, 
Gregory Freidin 
reports 


W HEN a popular Russian singer. 
Alexander Vertinsky, returned 
from bis Parisian exile in the 
late 1940s, he was so taken aback, by the 
sight of the new Moscow that he ex¬ 
claimed: “Oh Russia, verily [ cannot 
recognize thee!” 

Then he noticed that bis suitcases 
were gone. “Now, oh Russia, I verily 
recognize thee!” 

Even for someone who, like myself, 
grew up in Moscow and has frequently 
returned during the last six years, the 
vision of the city is both deceptively 
familiar and unfamiliar. Since the last 
■ time I visited, a mere six months ago, 
Moscow has undergone a sea-change. 

What is this new Moscow like? High 
noon. Wall-to-wall traffic, throbbing, 
baking in an exhaust haze, gridlocked. 
Lasciate speranza - until, all of a sudden, 
a patched-up black BMW, Moscow’s 
preferred muscle car, jumps halfway up 
the sidewalk and. like a startled black 
crab, scurries onto a side street. 

A cabby, follows. After that, all is 
stillness, except for the deafening noise 
of a hundred idling engines. 

With gasoline selling for approximate¬ 
ly half of what it costs in the US and the 
incomes lower by several factors, most 
of those caught in traffic must beon their 
way to or from making a lucrative deal. 

The scene would otherwise make no 
economic sense, or even anthropological 
sense, since the vagaries of instability 
and inflation have transformed the aver¬ 
age Russian from a hybrid of utopian 
and cynic into a primitive subspecies of 
homo economicus. 

It is this rough-hewn creature who 
wheels in his, or her, beat-up Zhiguli 
sedan or late-model Volvo - and deals in 
anything from counterfeit caviar to 
shady real estate,-drugs, slavery, chil¬ 
dren's encyclopedias or oil futures. 

But the real boom in Moscow is in the 
construction business. Moscow's south¬ 
western periphery has a new skyline 
marked by a post-modem office tower of 
black glass and steel, which looks like a 



It takes a special effort to see the old Moscow behind all the fruit-and-vegetable stalls surrounding every metro station. (AP/Aicxander Zcmtiankhcn^ 


wedding cake from hell. Outside Mos¬ 
cow proper, modern single-family 
homes and mansions with saunas. Jacuz¬ 
zis and, yes, bidets, are rising like mush¬ 
rooms amid the stone-age collective- 
fenn hovels. 

STANDING IN food lines is as Russian 
as apple pie is American. 

But now it takes a special effort to see 
the old Moscow behind all the fruit-and- 
vegetable stalls surrounding every metro 
station and the rows of kiosks, with tbeir 
liquor bottles and Mars bars. The 
counters of old cavernous shops, bare a 
year ago, groan under the weight of 
everything from fanner’s cheese to imi¬ 
tation crab meat. 


Prices arc high, but Muscovites still 
spend little on rent. Food consumption 
has been rising steadily, and the monthly 
inflation is down to between 4 and 5 
percent. 

If you’re nostalgic for long lines, the 
best place to go is to one of Moscow's 
new financial centers. There, customers 
queue up for hours to obtain the astro¬ 
nomical dividends - as much as 10% a 
month in non-inflationary dollars - that 
some pyramiding schemes, calling them¬ 
selves banks, pay out to their clients. 

The catch is that such a bank may have 
15 outlets to accept your investments, 
but only one to issue the “dividends*' - 
and only once a month. Chances that 
your principal will go up in smoke be¬ 


tween the payout days is great, but not 
as great as when inflation was 20 to 30% 
percent a month and before the govern¬ 
ment began a crackdown on misleading 
advertising. 

WHATEVER IS left of the Big Politics 
in this world of nouveau riches and nou¬ 
veau russes is now spelled with a small 
“p.” No single issue or personality de¬ 
fines the political scene in Russia today. 
What matters is “the economy, stupid.” 

Gone is the high drama of the indomi¬ 
table Boris Yeltsin butting his bead 
against Mikhail Gorbachev's skull, 
fighting communism from a tank turret 
or arm-wrestling with Ruslan Khasbula- 
tov and Alexander Rutskoi. 


He has been upstaged by the neo- 
fascist Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who, in a 
stroke of clown's genius, has been tailing 
Yeltsin’s tour of the Volga region in his 
own steamer, setting up his political car¬ 
nival tent in the wake of the presidential 
train. 

The long-awaited founding congress 
of Yegor Gaidar’s Russia’s. Choice Par¬ 
ty, now called the Party of Russia's 
Democratic Choice, turned out to be 
summer's sleepiest affair. 

Its biggest coup was to fill two-thirds 
of a 1.000-seat convention hall with dele¬ 
gates and guests; its biggest joke was 
Gaidar's ironic apology for proposing a 
rather cumbersome name for the party, 
since the preferred words “liberal-demo¬ 


cratic” had already been hijacked by 
Zhirinovsky's bunch. 

The bankers and regional politicians - 
chief beneficiaries of Gaidar’s economic 
. reforms •- who presided over the con¬ 
gress belong to the generation of “new 
Russians”: sober and calculating. To 
them, politics is serious business, party- 
building a political franchise open to all 
who are willing to hawk their socio-eco¬ 
nomic product to their local constituen¬ 
cies. In the presence of this political 
breed, the passionate speeches of the 
dissident old guard were embarrassing. 

That noble political generation has 
been swept aside, swallowing the indig¬ 
nity of the acquittal of Gen. Valentin 
Varennikov, one of the organizers of the 
aborted putsch:. 

IF THERE is one political issue that still 
evokes a lively response, it is crime - 
whether organized or disorganized. The 
sound of small-arms fire in Moscow's 
residential neighborhoods has become 
the. dty's Eine kdeine Nachmusik. 

Much of the violence involves gangs 
fighting for their turf, but ample and 
graphic crime reporting, a few assassina¬ 
tions of prominent bankers, a hand-gre¬ 
nade tossed through a window of a bank 
in central Moscow - ail have had a chill¬ 
ing effect on the city/ 

According to government statistics, so 
far unchallenged, crime syndicates have 
penetrated 80% of all enterprises in 
Russia; half the private businesses are 
owned by them, in part or outright. 

Yeltsin's June decree on fighting this 
scourge encountered heavy resistance 
from both his allies among the demo¬ 
crats and his foes on the right. The dem¬ 
ocrats protested that it violated habeas 
corpus, guaranteed by the new constitu¬ 
tion; the communists and ultranational¬ 
ists charged that it fell short of what was 
needed - a one-stop police state. 

In the end. the Duma couldn't trump 
Yeltsin. As a result, members of the 
Special Police Force (OMON), wearing 
flak jackets and armed to the teeth, 
stroll along the busy sidewalks and stop 
cars at intersections. 

Tbeir increased presence alone should 
give Muscovites a better sense of securi¬ 
ty. And while this parade of government 
force goes on, the wheeling and dealing 
of the new Russia will continue unabat¬ 
ed. For the business of Russia today is - 
and will continue to be - strictly busi¬ 
ness. (Los Angeles Times) 

The writer, a professor of Russian at 
Stanford University, is a coeditor of Rus¬ 
sia at the Barricades:. Eyewitness Ac¬ 
counts of the August 1991 Coup (Af.E. 
Sharpe Publishers). 


Protection against bad checks and the right to privacy 


LAW REPORT 


ASHER FEUX LANDAU 


In the Supreme Court, sitting as 
a Court of Civil. Appeals, before 
Justices ; Gavriel Bach, Ya’acov 
Kedmi y and Tova Strassberg- 
Cohen, in the matter of The State 
of Israel and the Registrar of Data 
Bases, appellants, versus Moshe 
Ventura and Uzi Argaman, re¬ 
spondents (C.A.4349J88 ). 

T HE respondents applied to 
the Registrar of Data Bases, 
under sections 8 and 9 of the 
Protection of Privacy Law of 1981, 
to register a base to be called 
“Mapz Financial Services.” 

The base was to contain infor¬ 
mation of checks, negotiable in¬ 
struments, and promissory notes 
which were dishonored. 

Its purpose, the respondents 
said, was to prevent payments by 
dishonored checks, instruments or 
notes; or by stolen checks; or 
through restricted accounts; each 
of which methods was a criminal 
offense. ‘ 

Under section 10(a) of the 
above Law, “Where an applica¬ 
tion for registration of a data base 
is submitted, the Registrar shall 
register it unless be sees reason¬ 
able cause for believing that the 
base serves as a cover for illegal 
activities.” 

The re gis trar refused the appli¬ 
cation under the above section, 
and the respondents appealed to 
the Jerusalem District Court un¬ 
der section 10(b) of the Law. The 
District Court allowed the appeal 
and ordered the registrar to effect 
the registration, and the state ap¬ 
pealed to the Supreme Court: 

JUSTICE BACH delivered the 
first judgment of the court. The 
respondents had raised the proce¬ 
dural point, he said, that under 
section 41(a) of the Courts Law 
(Consolidated Version) of 1984, a. 
litigant could lodge a second ap¬ 
peal only by leave of the court. 

Since a-first appeal against the 
registrar's decision bad been dealt 
with by the District Court, the 
present appeal could be lodged 
only by leave, and such leave had 
not been requested. 

Citing precedents. Justice Bach 
'held that section41 above applied 
only to a case where the first ap¬ 
peal related to a judicial decision 
of a court, or tribunal which acted 
as a court, by hearing evidence 
and the cross-examination ofwit- 

nesses, and the parties subrais- 

Sl< Ttae registrar in the present case 
did none of these, but acted-only 
as an administrative authority on 
the basis of the respondents’ appli¬ 
cation. The present appeal to the 
Supreme Court, therefore, was a 
first and not a second appeal, and 
leave was therefore not required. 

The registrar. Justice Bach con¬ 
tinued, had relied on paragraphs 
2(9) and (10) of the Protection of 


Privacy Law. Under paragraph (9) 
an “infringement of privacy” in¬ 
cludes “using, or passing on to 
another, -information on a per¬ 
son’s private affairs otherwise 
then for the purpose for which it 
was given,'' and under paragraph 
(10) it includes “publishing or 
passing on anything obtained by 
way of an infringement of privacy 
under... paragraph 9.” 

It was die businessmen who bad 
received the dishonored checks 
who would contravene paragraph 
(9) by “passing on" the informa¬ 
tion to the respondents, but the 
respondents would. contravene 
paragraph (10) by passing on that. 
information to their subscribers. 

The respondents had submit¬ 
ted, Justice Bach continued, that 
the heading of Chapter 2 of the 
Privacy Law, “Protection of Pri¬ 
vacy in Data Base,” indicated that 
that chapter contained ail the rele¬ 
vant provisions relating to data 
bases. It followed, therefore, that 
the registrar, acting under section 
10(a) above, could only consider 
'"illegal activities” extrinsic to the 
Privacy Law itself, with the result 
that section 2 of that Law did not 
apply. 

. Citing precedents and legal 
texts, and the Proposed Law 
which preceded the Protection of 
Privacy Law, Justice Bach reject¬ 
ed the respondents' above submis¬ 
sion. 

He held that since the whole 
purpose of the Law was to protect 
privacy, there was no basis for ex- 
. eluding the Illegalities described in 
section 2. 

The question had been raised, 
he continued, whether the expres¬ 
sion “serves as a cover for illegal 
activities” in section 10(a) above 
referred only to the use of the 
information by the data base it¬ 
self, or included the manner in 
which that information had been 
obtained before its transmission to 
the data base. 

Stressing the necessity of strik¬ 
ing a balance between every per¬ 
son's right to privacy, and other 
competing interests, and referring 
to a Proposed Law of 1994 amend¬ 
ing section 10(a), Justice Bach 
ruled that a data base was only 
entitled to use material which bad 
been obtained lawfully. 

He did not agree wrth the Dis¬ 
trict Court that the particulars in 
the checks handed to the data base 
were not "a person's private af¬ 
fairs" within the meaning of sec¬ 
tion 2(9) above. 

His name, address, and identity 
and telephone numbers were also 
his “private affairs*'; however, he 
would be regarded as having 
agreed to their publication, under 
section 1 of the Privacy Law, if 
they appeared publicly as in a tele- 
pftone directory, or became 
known to bank personnel or other 
persons who would see or receive 



One of the conflicts surrounding check-writing is the issue of 
privacy of the check-writer. (Richard Novitzi 


his checks in the ordinary course of 
events. 

However, Justice Bach hail no 
doubt that the particulars which 
the respondents proposed to con¬ 
vey to their clients were the “pri¬ 
vate affairs" of the drawers of the 
checks. 

As an American court had held. 
“It is well recognized that one’s 
financial dealings are a type of 
private matter that invasion of pri¬ 
vacy actions were designed to pro¬ 
tect.... It can be inferred that the 
quality of appellant's checks is a 
private matter...." 

Moreover, Justice Bach contin¬ 
ued, the information was to he 
passed on to the respondents' cli¬ 
ents “otherwise than for the pur¬ 
pose for which it was given." as 
stated in section 2(9) above. In the 
ordinary course of events the in¬ 
formation would be given to busi¬ 
nessmen either by the drawers of 
the checks themselves, or by the 
bank, to enable recovery of the 
debt. It was never intended to be 
passed on to other persons, such 
as the respondents, to become 
public property; the drawers of 
the checks in no way agreed to 
their use for that purpose. 

THE respondents had relied on 
section 18(3) of the Protection of 


Privacy Law under which it is a 
good defense if “the infringement 
[of privacy] involved a public in¬ 
terest justifying it in the circum¬ 
stances of the case, provided that, 
if the infringement was committed 
by way of publication, the publica¬ 
tion was not untruthful." 

The respondents had stated in 
theiT application to the registrar, 
said Justice Bach, that their base 
would assist in preventing crime; 
would save the police, the execu¬ 
tion office, and the courts, a great 
deal of work; and would save a 
great deal of unpleasantness and 
loss to victims of dishonored 
checks. 

There was thus a conflict in this 
case between the interest of the 
drawers of the checks whose pri¬ 
vacy would be invaded by the pub¬ 
lication of their names in the re¬ 
spondents’ “black list." and the 
public interest in law enforcement 
to recover debts. 

Justice Bach then cited a 1967 
amendment to section 14 of the 
Defamation Law of 1965 which 
substituted the expression "in the 
public interest" for “of interest to 
the public" regarding the defense 
of truth and public interest in a 
defamation Miit. If was necessary, 
also in the present context, that 
the invasion of privacy was to ben¬ 


efit the public. It was not enough 
for it to interest gossips and 
bosybodies. 

The US Supreme Court had laid 
down that. “In today’s mobile so¬ 
ciety, there is a legitimate business 
need for consumer reports, which 
serve such important public func¬ 
tions as minimizing the risk of ex¬ 
tending valuable benefits and 
credit and assisting in detection of 
fraudulent credit applications and 
insurance claims. In order to make 
informed judgments in these mat¬ 
ters, it may be necessary... to have 
information which normally 
would be considered private... In 
such a case, the public interest 
provides the defendant a 
shield....’’ 

Justice Bach accepted the above 
proposition. However, he held 
that the real question was whether 
there were adequate grounds jus¬ 
tifying invasion of a man's privacy 
to serve the public interest which 
the US court described. 

The extent to which the respon¬ 
dents’ base would prevent of¬ 
fenses should not be exaggerated, 
he said. Dishonored checks were a 
common phenomenon in the com¬ 
mercial world, but not every' case 
involved a crime. Under section 
432 of the Penal Law of 1977 the 
drawer committed an offense only 
if he knew the bank was not 
obliged to honor the check on due 
date or within 30 days, or he had 
no reasonable grounds to believe 
chat the bank bad such an obliga¬ 
tion. 

The mere fact of dishonor was 
not enough. There were often 
technical errors, and in such cases 
the publication by the respondents 
would serve no public interest 
whatsoever. 

Justice Bach then cited the 
Checks Without Cover Law of 
1981, as amended in 1992, refer¬ 
ring in some detail to sections 2.3. 
14 and 15. In these provisions the 
legislature had given guidelines as 
to what it regarded as a reasonable 
balance between protecting priva¬ 
cy and public interest. One dis¬ 
honored check was not enough to 
limit an account - there had to be 
at least 10 such checks within 12 
months. There were other drastic 
requirements before an account 
could be seriously limited, and the 
account owner’s name could only 
be published if it had been limited 
in aggravated circumstances. 

There were no such require¬ 
ments, or anything even similar, in 
regard to the respondents’ base. 
Moreover, there was almost no 
limit to the possibilities of error, 
both by the bank and by the client. 
There were many cases in which 
there was no basis at ail for infer¬ 
ring that the drawer was financial¬ 
ly untrustworthy. 

Justice Bach then cited the 
American Fair Credit Act of 1970 
and many of the American provi¬ 
sions regarding supervision of 
Credit Reporting Agencies. He 
suggested that the respondents 
would perhaps frame similar safe¬ 
guards in supervising their enter¬ 


prise which could, perhaps,' en-~ 
able the registrar to accept their 
application. 

For the above reasons. Justice 
Bach proposed that the appeal be 
allowed, the registrar's decision 
be reinstated, and the respondents 
be ordered to pay the state’s costs 
in the sum of NIS 8.000. 

JUSTICE KEDMI concurred. He 
emphasized that a man's name 
could appear in the data base, and 
his financial image be damaged, 
although he may have been in a 
sound financial position both 
when the check was drawn and 
dishonored. A check could be dis¬ 
honored for many reasons, and a 
name could be published without 
any justification: 

Moreover, the respondents had 
not suggested any system for 
checking the accuracy of the infor¬ 
mation they received. They had. 
also not suggested any procedures 
for ‘“screening" and checking the 
identity of persons who would 
have access to the base. Rules also 
had to be laid down to ensure that 
such persons would not be en¬ 
abled to republish the information 
at the expense of the check draw¬ 
er's name and reputation. 

The respondents had also not 
revealed how a person could as¬ 
certain if his name appeared in the 
base, how errors could be correct¬ 
ed, and how the base was to be 
updated from time to time. 

JUSTICE Strassberg-Cohen also 
concurred. She pointed out that 
the Privacy Law gave no definition 
of “privacy” or of “a person’s pri¬ 
vate affairs." She preferred there¬ 
fore to avoid trying to define the 
latter expression, and to rest her 
derision on the facts of the present 
case alone. 

The appeal was. therefore al¬ 
lowed as proposed by Justice 
Bach. 

Moshe Golan, Senior Assistant 
State Attorney, appeared for the 
stare, and Yosef Shapira appeared 
for the respondents. 

The judgments were given on 
July 27, 1994. 


Demobilized 
dolphins u 


EARTHLY CONCERNS 


DVORA BEN SHAUL 


II 


IHE US Navy is trying to 
sell off some post-Cold War 
surplus items, the most 
unusual of which is 25 dolphins 
and five sea lions. The Navy wants 
to find a good home for these ani¬ 
mals, which were used to detect 
(and reportedly plant) mines. 

No one has yet made an offer 
for the sea lions but several aquar¬ 
iums have bid for the*dolphins. 
One of the most serious oners is 
from Sugarloaf Dolphin Sanctuary 
in Sugarloaf Key, Florida. They 
want to release the dolphins into 
the sea but the Navy’s experts say 
the animals are too dependent on 
humans to benefit from a life of 
freedom. 

Richard O’Bany, who helped 
train the famous dolphin Flipper, 
says the Navy is wrong. “If a dol¬ 
phin can be taught to catch a ball, 
then it can be taught to catch a 
fish." But the Navy doesn't agree. 

The 25 dolphins are in pens in 
San Diego Bay. The US Navy 
promises that, if it does not find a 
suitable home for these animals, 
it will continue to care for them 
for the rest of their lives, which 
would be about 30-35 years. 

Certainly sea mammals are best 
off in the sea, but here we do have 
a problem. Many studies have 
shown that when dolphins get too 
friendly with people, the end is 
almost always disastrous. Very 
tame dolphins are often shot dead 
by people who mistook them for 
sharks. This has happened off 
Florida, Greece, Haiti - and Eilat. 

It is unknown what the sea lions 
were used for; despite laws pro¬ 
tecting the public's right to know, 
records on these mammals are not 
available. 

Perhaps the Navy has secret rea¬ 
sons for refusing to let the dolp hins 
loose. After all, dolphins easily 
learn from each other; who can say 
what these 25 trained ones might, 
be able to teach their kindred? 
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Just before Rosh Hashana, The Jerusalem Post win 


m 

publish a Supplement devoted to 


m 

Real Estate 


y 

o 

Residential and Investment 


m 

Articles - Pictures - Advertising 


a 

The supplement will be published in the daily paper 


D 

before erev Rosh Hashana September 2. 


m 

For more information mad to advertise in these 



special supplements, please contact 


I 

Udi Bash, 03 - 6390333 ; Fax. 03 - 6390277 . | 
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‘TASE activity 
to drop 15-25% ’ 


GAL1T UPK1S BECK 


BANKERS and capital market 
analysts yesterday predicted that 
the government’s decision to tax 
capita] gains on the TASE will 
reduce stock exchange activity by 
15 percent to 25%, and lead to the 
consolidation of the brokerage 
and investment portfolio sector. 

The analysts said the tax is ex¬ 
pected to reduce the public’s exe¬ 
cution of buy and sell orders, sig¬ 
nificantly reducing banks' and 
brokers’ commission income from 
security transactions. 

“Imposing tax is expected to 
discourage frequent trading and 
eventually lead to a fall in commis¬ 
sion income. The banks have oth¬ 
er sources of income, bat private 
brokers live off commissions. The 
tax is going to eat into their prof¬ 
its,” one banker said. 

The banks 1 share of the securities 
market is estimated at 80% while 
brokers and investment portfolio 


Osem reports 172% 
rise in net profits 


GAUT LIPKIS BECK 


OSEM Investments, a leading 
food manufacturer, completed the 
second quarter with a 172 percent 
rise in net profits. 

The company recorded net 
profits of NIS 10.19 million, up 
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from NIS 3.73m. in the same peri¬ 
od last year. The holding company 
reported net profits for the first 
half of the year increased to 
NIS 22.57m., up 87% from the 
same period in 1993. 

Osem’s sales in the second quar¬ 
ter rose to NIS 200.44m., com¬ 
pared with NIS 171.87m. in the 
same quarter last year. In Che first 
half of the year, sales increased to 
NIS 402.09m., up 15% compared 
with 1993. 

Osem said higher sales during 
the first six months of die year 
were reported in both local and 
export mark els. Local sales in¬ 
creased 12% to NIS 367.47m. The 
company attributed the rise to the 
addition of a number of new food 
items. 

Osem’s product range indudes 
more than 1,000 food items in¬ 
cluding pasta, soups, biscuits, 
baby foods, juices and confection¬ 
ery goods. 

The group’s overseas sales in¬ 
creased 67% in the first half of the 
year, to NIS 34.62m., compared 
with NIS 20.79m. in the first six 
months of 1993. The growth was 
mainly attributed to new ventures 
in eastern Europe. 

After the reported period, a 
$50m. law suit was submitted 
against the company in the US. 

Osem said the suit, which accus¬ 
es the company of breaching dis¬ 
tribution rights, was submitted by 
a customer who has accumulated 
debts with the company. 

Osem management said the 
claim is groundless. 




LET WALL STREETS . 
TOP ANALYSTS ASSESS 
YOUR PORTFOLIO 
IN JERUSALEM 




Now you haoe a direct line to one of the 
largest, most respected names on Wall Street . 
Just a bad call to CommStock's securities 
department puts the most sophisticated, 
up-to-dateanalytical research to work for you. 
Let us build a portfolb to meet your personal 
growth and income requirements. . 

Our S.E.C.-qualified professionals provide 
real-time brokerage service in stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds and new issues. With the 
persoital attention that your overseas broker 
just can't match. 

For details phone Howard Rose, Senior Vice 
President , Investments. 

CommStock _ 

Everything You Need To Succeed 
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CommStock Trading Ltd. (Esl 1981) 
Futures, Options and Stock Brokers 
Jerusalem: City Tower, 34 Ben Yehuda Sl « 
Tel. 02-244963; Fax. 02-244876 
Ramat Gam Beit Silver, 7 Abba Hillel Sl 5 
TeL 03-575-8826/27; Fax. 03-575-6990 
Home-quote terminals and beepers statable. 



justice, suborning witnesses 


managers make up the rest. 

The banker said the govern¬ 
ment’s plans are also expected to 
drive existing customers away. 

' “Not everyone is interested in 
declaring profits made on the stock 
exchange to the Tax Authority. 
People with black market money 
will no longer be interested in in¬ 
vesting in toe market,” be added. 

Ze’ev Holtzman, general man¬ 
ager of Giza Investment, said a 
large number of new investment 
management portfolio companies 
have been established during the 
last few years due to rapid growth 
in the capital market. 

“Of the 150 to 180 portfolio 
companies operating on the mar¬ 
ket, about one third are new. The 
government’s plan will reduce 
companies’ businesses and en¬ 
courage brokerage firms to 
merge. Portfolios mil move from 
one firm to another,” he said. 


HYLON Tsubari yesterday surpris¬ 
ingly confessed to charges of sub¬ 
orning witnesses and obstructing 
justice during his trial in Tel Aviv 
Magistrate's Court, and was (here¬ 
upon convicted of toe charges. 

Tsubari had been charged with 
trying to convince his friend, Nirel 
Ben-Yosef, who runs a German 
diamond business, to lie to Securi¬ 
ties Authority investigators re¬ 
garding money received by Tsu¬ 
bari and-the transfer of funds and 
assets in Tsubari’s possession in 
their investigation of Tsubari on 
suspicion of stock manipulation. 

The former assistant director of 
Bank Hapoaliro's Gmulot Provi¬ 
dent Fund had previously confessed 
to only a few of the charges against 
him, bat yesterday fold the court he 
was confessing to all of them. 

However, Tsubari said his con¬ 
fession did not mean be actually, 
committed all the offenses attrib¬ 
uted to him. “Tsubari just wanted 
to get toe trial over with.” life 
lawyer, Pnina Dvorin, said. 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

If Tsubari is sentenced to a. pris¬ 
on term, he wiD be transferred 
from his Abu Kabir lock-up ceQ to 
a Prisons Service facility, an im¬ 
provement in conditions. 

Tsubari‘s lawyer also told the 
court now that he has been con¬ 
victed, there is no longer any rea¬ 
son to keep him in the lock-up. 

They argued be had been kept 
in the lock-up for fear he would 
try to continue to obstruct justice* 
but now that toe trial was over, he 
should be released on bail until-, 
sentencing. 

The prosecution argued that 
Tsubari could stiU.obstruct justice 
since arguments regarding sen¬ 
tencing bad not yet been heard, 
and could fry to suborn witnesses 
called for this part,of the trial. 
Prosecutor Orly Doron said she 
planned to summon a Securities 
Authority investigator to testify at 
that portion of the trial. 

Dvorin said the Securities Au¬ 


thority had no thing to do with ob¬ 
struction of justice and suborning 
witnesses charges, .and this was 
simply an attempt to bring the au¬ 
thority into toe case at all hosts. 

Magistrate's Court -Judge 
George Kara said it was inconceiv¬ 
able that witnesses be summoned 
who are not on toe list of those 
presented for the original trial, 
and which are not connected to 
.the indictment. 

He said arguments regarding 
sentencing and his decision about 
whether or not to free Tsubari on 
bail would be heard tomorrow. 

The maximum sentence for ob¬ 
structing justice is three years* im- 
- prisonment, while suborning wit¬ 
nesses carries a maximum seven- 
year jail term. . 

The trial did not toudron any of 
the charges of suspected stock, ma¬ 
nipulation the Securities Authority 
is pursuing against Tsubari. That 
.case has led to the questioning of 
bis partners in Germany, but so far 
no charges have been filed. 


BUSmESS^BRIEFS 

Kcsxxr Daimler Benz represent^: TransporlNttiisttr 

' Yisrael Kessar mil meet the directors of Daimler Benz in 
^^mai^^morrow to hear tbeir proposals a 

new air terminal at Ben-Gurion Airport and 

"thSc^K^wiUaUo meet the county's 

toRomamc end 

Slovakia, where he will sign an aviation pact between Slovakia 
and Israel. 

Investment center okays 14 projects: The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade’s Investment Center yesterday approved 14 
investment projects totaling $35.7 million. It approved the 
$20m. expansion of the Dead Sea Bromide Group s bromide 
plant, a $4.6m. expansion of the Gibor Sport stocking plant m 
Kir yat S hmo na and the S3.3m. construction of industrial 
buildings for lease in Migdal Ha’etnek. 

Tender to be issued for telephone inspection: By October 15, the 
Communicati ons Ministry will issue a public tender authorizing 
two private labs to inspect telephones, modems, fax machines, 
telephone exchanges and other peripheral equipment that. 
requires ministry approval. Such equipment must be examined 
to ensure compatibility with Bezek’s infrastructure. 

Currently, only toe ministry inspects and approves ' 
equipment. According to the ministry, competition will simplify 
and accelerate the equipment's inspection. 


Industrial production rises by 8% 


Tadiran wins $2Qm. contract:f 
with S. American country 


INDUSTRIAL production grew 
at an annual rate of eight percent 
during the first half of the year, 
the Central Bureau of Statistics 
repotted yesterday. 

The rise follows increases of 
10% in toe second half of1993 and 
5% during the first half of last 
year. 

Industrial production rates var¬ 
ied significantly during the first 
half of the year. 

During the first two months of 
toe year, production shot up 14% 
to catch up to rising consumption 
and increased exports. 

However, in toe aftermath of 
the Hebron massacre and toe clo- 


JOSE ROSENFELD 

sure of the territories, industrial 
production dove 4% for the peri¬ 
od of March and April. From May 
through June, industrial activity 
turned more vigorous and jumped 
12 %. 

The increase in activity affected 
nearly all sectors, except for trans¬ 
portation, which fell 9%, and ma¬ 
chinery, which remained flat. 

Wood and wood products shot 
up 23%; textiles, do thing, rubber 
and plastic and basic metal pro¬ 
duction rose between 17% and 
19%; food, chemicals and metal 
goods increased between 12% and 


14%; leather and leather goods 
were up 8%; and toe remaining 
sectors* production rose between 
3% and 5%. 

Employment grew more slowly 
than production. While work 
hours increased by 5% annually, 
employment only went up 3%. 

Economists explain toe discrep¬ 
ancy by noting industry's marked 
reliance on overtime as a means to 
avoid toe costlier method of hiring 
new workers. 

In addition, Israeli workers may 
have bad to work more hours to 
partially compensate for toe loss 
of workers from toe territories due 
to toe dosure. 


GAUT LIPKIS BECK 


TADIRAN has won a contract to 
supply communications equip¬ 
ment valued at $20 million to 
a South American country, 
the company announced 
yesterday. 

According to the contract, Ta¬ 
diran will supply the country with 
its VHF and Iff* communication 
systems, which can be applied un¬ 
der the most hostile battle condi¬ 
tions. 

Tadiran will also supply the 
country with a logistics package 
for trmning workers and keeping 
track of spare parts. 


The electronics company partic¬ 
ipated in toe tender against lead,-, 
rag European communications 
equipment makers. 

Ami ram Raphael, Tadiran's 
marketing manager, said the com¬ 
pany has recently increased its ac¬ 
tivities in South America. 

He said toe, firm has receive?, 
tens of millions of dollars of annu- 
al orders from South American, 
countries during the last few 
years, and predicted that Tadir¬ 
an's exports to South America wiU, 
rise sharply over toe next few. 
years. . . 


Agriculture Ministry okays Clal Electronics profits drop 46% 


GAUT LIPKIS BECK 


THE Ministry of Agriculture yes¬ 
terday announced it has approved 
investments of NIS 420 million 
since the start of toe year. 

The figure is based on 1,000 
projects submitted by 500 farm¬ 
ers. 

Most of toe investments have 
been in flower greenhouses, vege¬ 
table growth for exports, breeding 
materials and plantations. In addi¬ 
tion, one of the investments was 
for an ostrich farm. 

Once approved, toe plans are 
entitled to a government grant 
equal to 20%-40% of the total in¬ 
vestment, in accordance with the 
type of investment made. The 
ministry emphasized its share of 
total investments has increased to 


NIS 130m., up 18% compared 
with the same period last 
year. 

The majority of toe projects are 
located in high national priority 
areas; toe ministry approved in¬ 
vestments of NIS 150m. in the Ne¬ 
gev, NIS 100m. in toe Jordan Val¬ 
ley and Beit Sheas and NIS 70m. 
in toe Galilee and Golan. 

This year, the ministry began 
approving investment programs 
between farmers and external en¬ 
trepreneurs. The entrepreneurs 
provide toe projects' financing 
while the farmers contribute land 
and water. 

Until now, the ministry has ap¬ 
proved eight programs across toe 
country. 


5XXAL Electroni»; IadiKtrids-xie- - 
7 ported second quarter net profits 
of NIS 14.2 million, 46 percent 
lower than toe NIS 26.5m. figure 
recorded during toe same period 
last year. Earnings per share were 
NIS 3.86, compared with 
NIS 7.20 in toe same period in 
1993. 

The company attributed toe loss 
to a poor showing by Scitex, Inter¬ 
national Technologies (Lasers) 
and losses incurred by two new 
acquisitions,, which were not in¬ 
cluded in last year’s second-quar¬ 
ter report. 

• Gal Retail Chafes reported a 
second quarter net loss of 
NIS 3.2m., compared with a net 
loss of NIS 589,000 last year. The 
firm -recorded revenues of 
NIS 31.9m., up from NIS 26.5m.' 
in toe.same period last year. 

Qal said dosure of its leasing 
business along with expansion of 


RACHH. NEMAN 



its retail chains was responsible for 
higher second-quarter costs. 

• Elco Holdings announced sec¬ 
ond quarter net profits of 
NIS 14.7m., compared with 
NIS 10.1m. last year. The firm 
had revenues of NIS 388.2m., up 
from NIS 286.6m. in toe same pe¬ 
riod last year. Earnings per share 
were NIS 1.97 compared with 
NIS 1.36 in 1993. 

The company bolds three public 
companies: Elco Industries, Elec- 
tra (Israel) and Electra Consumer 
Products, whose 224% growth in 
net profits was cited as toe prima¬ 
ry reason for toe overall profit 
rise. 

• Negev Ceramics posted a net 
loss of NIS 969,000, compared 
with a net profit of NIS 341,000 
last year. The company reported 
revenues of NIS 22.9m., slightly 
up from NTS-21m. in the second 
quarter of last year. 
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The^companyblamjed, increased 
competition and toe dosure of the 
territories, which halted detailing 
work at construction rites, as toe- 
main reasons for the results. .. 

• Packer Steel reported second 
quarter net profits of 
NIS 337.000, down from 
NIS 4.6m. during the same period 
last year. The firm bad revenues 
of NIS 95.2m., up from NIS 84m. 
last year. Earnings per share were 
NIS 0.18, down from NIS 4.82. 

Increased competition resulting 
in lower steel prices and invest¬ 
ments In product improvement 
and expansion, inducting toe es¬ 
tablishment of a chain of retail 
stores in which toe company is a 
60% partner, were given as rea¬ 
sons for the fall in profits. 

• Electrochemical Industries (Fkw- 
tarom) recorded a net loss of 
NIS 6.4m. compared with a net 
loss of NIS 6.5m. last year. The' 
firm posted revenues of-* 
NIS 123.8m., up from NIS 88m.' 1 
in toe second quarter of 1993. ■ !| 

The company attributed losses 
to a stronger German marie, fund¬ 
ing costs on new subsidiaries and a. 
drop in the value of toe company^ 
portfolio. 1 7 

• Sunfrost reported a net loss of- 
NIS 1.8m. compared with net- 
profits of NIS 355,000 in toe same-, 
period last year. The firm record¬ 
ed revenues of NIS 30.9m., down" 
from NIS 31.6m. in 1993. 

The company said it bad expert*~ 
enced a drop in prices and sales*' 
volume, including losses on its in¬ 
vestment in the holding com pan y- 
RSK. Sales to the local marker* 1 
declined slightly in the second.: 
quarter, due to the early PessaB- 
holiday. 

Exports dipped to NIS 6.3m.,*- 
slightly down from NIS 6.6m. in';. 
1993. 


IT'S TIME YOU HAD ROOTS IN ISRAEL 

Thinking of purchasing real estate In Israel? 

For your own peace of mind, make sure to contact us 
before you finalize the transaction. Irrespective of 
' whether the property you have in mind is residents 

_ St tt meWauf unri r 


J _...i residential 

orcornmerdat -if you are a foreign resident, you can 

receive from Israel Discount Bank a real estate loan 

or mortgage denominated in a foreign currency. 

Take advantage of our highly attractive loan 
and mortgage conditions: 

■Guarantors: none required. 
m Repayment Period: up to 15years. 

■Amount: as high as ov% of the value of the 
property with a loan ceiSng of US $400,000 for 
higher under special circumstances). 

■Interest a/ways at very competitive rates. 

Over 250 branches and offices in Israel and 
abroad. U-SJt, Canada, Latin-Amertea & Europe. 
Total assets exceed US $17 Niton. 


For further details: International Dhriskm-Business 
Promotion and Marketing Department 16 St 

TeMwV (Comer 71 Ben-Yehuda SL) Tel: 

(03) 520-3798, 524-7279 Fax: (03) 524-2343or visit 
any Israel Discount Bank branch or tourist center. 


T*rt-AvW Head Office: 27 Yehuda Halevi SL Tel: 



(03)520-3 
Dan Hotel 


_j Hotels. Marker —-. _ 

Residents: 16 Mapu SL (comer 71 Ben Yehuda Sl) 
Tel: (031520-3790. Jerusalem Tourist Center 62 
King George St. Tel:(02)637-902/3. Haifa Main 
Branch: 47 Atzmaut Hoad, Tel:(04)617r111. 
Netanya Tourist Center: 14 KIkar Atzmaut, 
Tel:(09)343-255. 
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j^GV Representative Rates 


Chmnn 

US dollar ...NIS 3.0180 

Sterling NlS 4.6796 -.-% 

Mark .NIS 1.9582 

rMistaken 
| identity 
I seen in 
Polly Peek 
shooting 

ISTANBUL (Reuter) - Turkish 
police were searching for a gun¬ 
man on Saturday in the mistaken- 
ipentity shooting of a British con¬ 
stant at a firm investigating the 
oollapse of the Polly Peck Interna¬ 
tional trading group. 

• David Adams, who works for 
Solly Peck administrators Coo¬ 
lers and Lybrand, was shot twice 
i i the right leg on Friday outside 
his office in Istanbul. 

I Adams, who is not involved in 
tjie Polly Peck inquiry, was taken 
t'p the American Hospital, where 
he was in good condition. 

L Reached at his hospital bed, 
Adams said he was tired but 
pleased with his recovery so far. *T 
am very render but I'm feeling 
fine," he told Reuters. 

Sources close to the Polly Peck 
case said the attacker bad been 
making inquiries at the Coopers 
and Lybrand office about the man 
in charge of the investigation. He 
later mistook Adams for his in¬ 
tended target and opened fire, 
they said. 

• The sources also said die head 
of Coopers and Lybrand’s inquiry 
Chris Howell, who is to give a 
sworn statement in the case before 

north Cyprus court, had been 
assaulted by two Turkish men out- 
s Ode his flat in Istanbul on June 7. 
'• Howell, a British partner of Coo- 
tfers and • Lybrand, required 12 
switches in his head after the attack. 

Witnesses said the gunman in 
Friday’s incident opened fire in 
bVoad daylight in front of hun¬ 
dreds of people, before strolling 
away. 

The meltdown of Pofly Peck 
meant hundreds of millions of dol¬ 
lars in losses and left‘a trail of 
bitter litigation.. 

noiroefd'CyP™^ saying he could 
dot get a fair trial in Britain.on 
fraud and theft charges stemming 
^ora the collapse. 

; Gold 

stabilizes 

• after 

j. 

earlier rises 

COMMODITIES 
i ROUNDUP 


COLD ended stable on the pre¬ 
cious metals markets after con¬ 
tinuing to edge higher from the 
week's open at 381.0 to a dose of 
386.9 for Che December contract. 

-A senior metals analyst was 
quoted as saying he expects De¬ 
cember gold to test resistance at 
$390.50 early next week. In gener¬ 
al, analysts said the week’s close is 
. apositive sign, and it appears gold 
" wffl continue to rise. 

-However, further near-term; 
gains are likely to be limited be¬ 
cause of strong selling in the cash 
market and as the market , runs 
against previous resistance levels. 

-Platinum also ended firmer af¬ 
ter breaking though recent re sis-. 
ttjnce in Thursday’s gold-led rally, 
closing the week $0.70 higher at 
$$17.00 an ounce. 

. One dealer indicated that the 
pjarinum market was being helped 
along by a buoyant palladium 
market, amid strong speculative 
interest and reasonable physical 
demand. 

[He added that prices may rise 
j,Jto the upper $420s if buy stops 
waiting at $418,to $420 are hit. 

•Along with the other precious 
nfetals, silver dosed higher, aided 
by chart-oriented fund buying 
breaking through resistance at 
$5.20 an ounce. 

,The September contract dosed" 
af $5,215 an ounce, after having 
reached a hjgh of S5.24Q.- 
jit is interesting to nofe" that 
there was heavy buying of sflwer 
ofr-of-tbe-money call option^ in¬ 
dicating bargain-huntingi Ana- 
lyfets'expect the September coar : 
trfact to re-test previous irigbs of 
$5.70 an ounce in the Dear future. 

j Copper fthished lower on quiet 
aiding, with most traders rolling 
short positions from the Septem- J 
ber into the’December contract. 
September copper dosed at 108-4 
emits per pound.. ’. 

[Coffise .ended lower .at 178-10 
cants per pound iirlackluster trad¬ 
ing after the recent run-up. 

Sugar, on the other hand, 
dbsed higher at 12-18 cents per 
pdund oo commission house and 
speculative buying. 

Courtesy of CommStock Trading, 

m • 


Cible Israel inks 2 deals for $60m. 


CIBLE Israel, a subsidiary of 
France's Groupe Cible. have 
signed two real estate deals val¬ 
ued at $60 million. 

Dr. Yossi Sahar, president of 
the local subsidiary, said the deals 
are part of the group's plans to 
expand local activities. 

The company purchased 19 
dunams in Kiryat Ha'akademia, 
adjacent to the coastal road in Nc- 
tanya. The firm intends to invest 
about $30m. in the construction of 
45,000 sq.m, of commercial, of¬ 
fice, industrial and parking space. 

Cible bought the plot from D. 
Rotshtein Construction. Building 
is scheduled to begin in the second 
half of next year. The developers 
plan to construct 6,000 bousing 
units on nearby plots. 

In a second deal, Cible pur¬ 
chased 36 dunams in Nahariya 
next to Mediterranean. The firm 
will develop a tourism project on 
the plot which is expected to at¬ 
tract both local tourists and those 
from abroad. The development 
will include a 220-room hotel, a 
200-300 room apartment hotel and 
a country club. Cible will invest 
$30m. in the development. 

• K.A..N. Golan and Friedman 
Hacshury have signed an agree¬ 
ment to construct 99 residential 
units of four, five and six rooms on 
Zvi Frank Street in Rishon Lezion 
at an investment of $8m. 


REAL ESTATE ROUNDUP 


GAUT UPK1S BECK 


■ K.A.N. purchased 50% of a 
plot owned by Friedman for 
$2.5m. The firms plan to constmct 
four buDdings of eight and nine 
floors. The price of a four-room. 
100 sq.m, apart me nt is about 
$160,000 while the price of a six- 
room, 160 sq.m., apartment is 
about $245,000. 

• Simcha Uriefi & Sons, con¬ 
trolled by Yehuda Urieli, has 
signed an agreement to construct a 
housing and commercial develop¬ 
ment with two groups of investors 
at an investment of $4m. 

The three groups set up a com¬ 
pany named Poria to develop the 
scheme. About half a year ago, 
the company purchased a one- 
dunam plot on Jaffa's Poria Street 
for $700,000. The group plans to 
construct a 4.700-sq.m. building 
on the plot. About 4,000 sq.m, of 
the plot will be allocated for hous¬ 
ing while the remaining 700 sq.m, 
will be used for commercial space. 

• The Poleg Se'im Industrial Park 
in Netanya has rented out 6,400 
sq.m, to Cellcom for five years. 
The company, which recently won 
the second cellular phone fran¬ 
chise, has rented two 3,200 sq.m, 
buildings, for $6.5 per sq.m. Cell- 


corn will establish its logistics cen¬ 
ter on the site. 

• The Aloni Carp, plans to open 
three showrooms during the next 
few months at an investment of 
NIS 4m. The company will open a 
1,000-sq.m. show room in Tel 
Aviv and two 500-sq.m. balls, one 
in Jerusalem and one in Tel Aviv. 
The halls will display the compa¬ 
ny’s marble, tiles, ceramics and 
sanitary utensils. 

a Beqjamin Kertz Sons, develop¬ 
ers of Hadera's Ahuzat Denya de¬ 
velopment, is selling six types of 
cottages and three types of pent¬ 
houses. The price of a five-room 
comer cottage located on 132 
sq.m, in addition to a 30-sq.m, 
balcony is about $155,000. The 
price of a five-room row cottage 
located on 134 sq.m, plus a 26- 
sq.ra. balcony, is about SMS,000. 
The price of a four-room garden 
apartment on 97 sq.m, in addition 
to an 80-sq.m. to 200-sq.m. gar¬ 
den, ranges from $125,000 to 
$135,000. 

• Ramat Gan's municipality an¬ 
nounced plans to construct 1,200 
apartments of 75 sq.m, in the city 
during the next few months. The 
municipality said construction of 


the three-room apartments is part 
of the city's plans to provide living 
accommodations for young cou¬ 
ples and senior ritiypns 

• Sold Bon eh has won Avrahara 
Rubinstein's tender to construct 
two buildings in the New Ramat 
Aviv development. Each of the 
buildings will contain 21 housing 
units. The price of a three-room, 
110 sq.m, apartment is about 
$300,000 while the price of a five- 
room, 150 sq.m, apartment is about 
$460,000. The price of a 330-sq.m. 
penthouse is about $850,000. 

Avraham Rubinstein is con¬ 
structing 200 apartments in the de¬ 
velopment at a total investment of 
S50m. 

• The Greenberg supermarket 
chain, owned by businessman 
Eliezer Fishman, has opened a 
branch in Sderot at an investment 
of NIS 2.5m. The 1,500-sq.m. 
store will sell about 8,000 food and 
household items. 

• Housing and Development an¬ 
nounced the sale of II apartments 
available in Jerusalem's Top Gilo 
development. The project, which 
is located on 13 dunams, will con¬ 
tain 88 apartments. 

The price of a four-room garden 
apartment is $230,000, while the 
price of a 4'/^room duplex is 
about $285,000. The duplex apart¬ 
ment is located on 137 sq.m, in 
addition to a 26-sq.m. balcony. 


from Deutsche Aerospace’ 


Wal-Mart to move into 
Hong Kong, China 


AMSTERDAM (Reuter) - Dutch 
plane maker Fokker NV is becom¬ 
ing a heavy burden for its German 
parent company Deutsche Aero¬ 
space (DASA) as it plunges deep¬ 
er into loss, industry analysis said 
on Friday. 

“Fokker is draining money out 
of DASA,” said Richard Braken- 
hoff at merchant bank MeesPier- 
son. "DASA must be quite 
shocked at the financial black hole 
Fokker has become.” 

Fokker shares tumbled 1.40 
guilders to 15.40 on Friday after 
die group announced on Thursday 
that its net loss widened to 196 
million guilders ($113m.) in the 
first half of 1994 from 127m. 
(S73m.) a year earlier. 

Its net loss on ordinary activi¬ 
ties, at 391m. guilders ($226m.), 
was more than treble analysts' 
most pessimistic forecasts of a loss 


of 112m. (S65m.). 

Fokker, in which Daimler Benz 
subsidiaiy DASA owns a 51 per¬ 
cent stake, made a 37m. guilder 
($21m.) net ordinary loss in the 
first half of 1993. 

The deterioration shows that 
demand for regional jets is not yet 
strong enough to halt the price 
erosion fuelled by years of over¬ 
production, analysts said. 

Airlines which are cautiously 
riding economic recovery aim to 
make the most efficient use of ex¬ 
isting fleets. 

“I think DASA will stop pour¬ 
ing more money into Fokker if it 
doesn’t become profitable by 
J996,” said Come Zandbergen at 
Bank Labouchere. 

Some analysts were sceptical 
that Fokker could meet its own 
forecast of a return to profit in 
1996. 


BENTONVILLE, Ark. (Reuter) 
-Wal-Mart Stores Inc., the largest 
US retailer, has set its sights on 
the world's largest consumer mar¬ 
ket - China. 

The Bentonville. Ark.-based 
company said Friday it has signed 
a joint venture agreement to oper¬ 
ate Wal-Mart discount stores and 
warehouse membership clubs in 
Hong Kong and China. 

Wal-Mart's joint venture part¬ 
ner is Ek Chor Distribution Sys¬ 
tem Company Limited, a Hong 
Kong-based company that is a 
subsidiary of C.P. Pokphand Co. 
Ltd. of the Charoen Pokphand 
Group. 

The joint venture expects to 
open three or four “Value Clubs” 
this fall in Hong Kong. - 

Value Clubs will be a mini-ver¬ 
sion of Wal-Mart's highly successful 
warehouse membership dub con¬ 


cept. Each Value Club will range 
from 10,000 to 20,000 square feet, 
which is smaller than the SAM'S 
Clubs operated by Wal-Mart in the 
United States and Mexico. 

The joint venture with Ek Chor 
is Wal-Mart's first expansion out¬ 
side the Western Hemisphere. 

Earlier this year Wal-Mart pur¬ 
chased 122 stores in Canada from 
Woolworth Corp. and announced 
expansions into Argentina and 
Brazil. The company also oper¬ 
ates stores and clubs in Mexico 
with joint-venture partner Cl- 
FRA, S.A. de C.V. 

The Charoen Pokphand Group 
is the largest agro-industrial group 
in Asia and a major foreign inves¬ 
tor in China. Its motorcycle and 
automotive parts manufacturing 
operations in China, Ek Chor Chi¬ 
na Motorcyde Co. Ltd., is traded 
on the New York Stock Exchange. 
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Lufthansa rebounds 
ahead of share issue 


SOURCE: 


FRANKFURT (Reuter) - Deut¬ 
sche Lufthansa AG. on the brink 
of a major new share issue, pre¬ 
dicted on Friday it would make a 
profit this year for the fust time 
since 1990 and be able to resume 
dividend payments after a four- 
year gap. 

The German airline, due to be 
privatized this year, swung to a 
parent pretax profit of $68.2 mil¬ 
lion in the first half of 1994 from a 
‘loss of Sl43.5m. a year ago. 

A Lufthansa statement confi¬ 
dently predicted that this success 
was set to continue. 

"The executive board is antici¬ 
pating a clear operating plus for 
the full business year, providing us 
with distributable profits to re¬ 
sume dividend payments,” Lufth¬ 
ansa said. 

The company last paid a 2.50- 
mark dividend on preference 
shares in 1990 and four marks on 
its ordinary shares in 1989. 

A spokesman told Reuters sub¬ 
sequently that both ordinary and 
preference shares would be ser¬ 
viced this year. 

That was contrary to earlier ex¬ 
pectations that the airline would 
pay out only guaranteed prefer¬ 
ence share dividends. 

Chairman Juergen Weber, 
while forecasting a resymed divi¬ 
dend in general terms, ducked the 
question of ordinary share 
payouts at the annual general 
meeting last month. 

Bourse traders said the inten¬ 
tion to pay an ordinary dividend 
was aimed at bolstering interest in 
the upcoming share offer. Lufth¬ 
ansa told existing shareholders in 
July that the new shares would be 
eligible for a dividend on 1994 
earnings. 


Lufthansa, 51% owned by the 
German government, is set to offer 
the first tranche of a two-tranche 
one-for-three rights offer of a nomi¬ 
nal $334m. of ordinary shares. 

Lufthansa has said the new 
shares would be priced at a 20% 
discount to die bourse price, sug¬ 
gesting an offer price of around 170 
marks with the ordinary share trad¬ 
ing around 213 marks in Frankfort. 

That rights offer, which Lufth¬ 
ansa said could possibly come as 
early as next month, will cut the 
government's stake to around 
35% and enable Lufthansa to re¬ 
duce debt payments and step up 
its challenge to industry leader 
British Airways. 

Analysts believe the German 
airline, now leaner and fitter after 
two years of cost-cutting and staff 
reduction, is well positioned to 
challenge its longtime rival. 

They cite Lufthansa’s code¬ 
sharing deal with United Airlines, 
strategic alliances with Austria's 
Lauda Air and Brazilian airline 
Varig, and burgeoning cargo 
operations. . 

The first-half data lent weight to 
analysts' optimism, .with freight 
tonnage op 17.6% to 664,000 tons 
and group passenger traffic up 3% 
to 17.6m. passengers. 

Notably, average passenger 
yields rose after languishing for 
several years, Lufthansa said. Air¬ 
lines worldwide are pointing to a 
slow revival in demand for busi¬ 
ness class seats. 

Bourse reaction to the first-half 
results was muted. While Lufth¬ 
ansa ordinary shares initially 
jumped two marks to a high of 217 
on tiie first-half data they slipped 
to 213 marks in late bourse trade, 
down 2.50 marks on the day. 


Int’l money favors 
PRI in Mexican vote 


LONDON (Reuter) - Interna¬ 
tional fund managers and inves¬ 
tors flooded into Mexico ahead of 
presidential elections yesterday , 
convinced the ruling PRI party 
will come through to add another 
six capital-friendly years to its 65 
years in power. 

“We continue to recommend 
aggressive purchase of Mexican 
shares through and following the 
elections,” said Salomon Broth¬ 
ers' Latin American strategist Al- 
Viegas... j . J1 , ; . 

"We are again increasing i our . 
recommended portfolio allocation 
by two percentage points to 42 
percent.” 

Funds are draining from other 
promising Latin American coun¬ 
tries to fuel bets on the big two - 
Mexico and Brazil. 

“We anticipate a post-election 
rally m the Mexican market similar 
to. but not as sharp as. that which 
occurred last year following the US 
congressional vote on the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA),” Viegas added. 

Foreign investors’ perception of 
the election and the general politi¬ 
cal scenario is relevant because 
around 60% of regularly traded 
Mexican shares are held by 
foreigners. 

Foreign stock market holding as 
a proportion of gross domestic 
product is 13%. according to Mer¬ 


rill Lynch, and one debt market 
source suggested about 30% of 
Cetes, Mexico government short 
term paper, were held by 
foreigners. 

A report from Foreign and Co¬ 
lonial Emerging Markets said they 
expected foreign interest to fuel 
an H2 rally, bolstered by a firmer 
currency, lower interest rates and 
a trend of positive company re¬ 
sults, especially in the manufac¬ 
turing sector. __ _ . . 

_jBut Bari ngs Securi ti^s ^tara^ ari^r, 
Tainsm Hobday sitggfesLdd'th£rf? 
would be some profit-staking just 
before the poll, capping a sus¬ 
tained rally in recent weeks. 

“Although there is little reason 
to fear that the PRFs Ernesto Ze¬ 
dillo will actually lose, the post- 
electoral political situation could 
bring more uncertainty,” die said. 

Barings believes there is a 70% 
probability of a PRI (Institutional 
Revolutionary Party) win, “with 
50% for a clean, undisputed vic¬ 
tory and 20% for a fraudulent, 
disputed win.” A disputed result 
“up to mid September ," making 
for a weaker market, would be a 
buying opportunity. 

However, pressure from the 
leftist Democratic Revolutionazy 
Party (PRD) and the conservative 
National Action Party (PAN) will 
oblige Zedillo, if he wins, to seek 
consensus. Hobday said. 


Two-Sided, Maof results 
better-than-expected 

TEL AWV STOCK MARKET 


ANDRE LUMBROSO 


165.18 

.-9.93% 


TWo-Sided index 


165.87 

.-9.66%. 


Maof index Karam index 


IT is hard to remember a time when 
there was as much anticipation of 
the results as yesterday. Pundits 
predicted declines on the order of 
15 percent to 18%, however, they 
were wrong. The declines were 
smaller particularly on the Two- 
Sided market, which declined by 
9.9% and the Maof, which fell by 
9.7%. Turnover on the Two-Sided 
including the Meretz morning ses¬ 
sion was NIS 395,tniIIion. 

The mutual funds industry was 
hit by a wave of redemptions ru¬ 
mored to have passed the NIS 1 
billion mark. The funds were ex¬ 
pected to be unsuitable invest¬ 
ments by companies due to the 
possibility of double taxation: 
once by the capital gains tax and 
once by income tax. 

Trading on the Karam market 
started at 1:30 p.ra. to allow mem¬ 
bers of the exchange to cope with 
the huge flow of orders, mostly 
sell orders. There was an excess of 
selling orders of NIS 1.1b. on the 
Meretz market and of 
NIS 900.000 on the Karam. Inves¬ 
tors generally heeded the advice 
of the exchange and supplied sell 
orders with price limits. 

Trading on the Two-Sided 
opened softly, with sellers and 
buyers circling the ring like two 
wrestlers: the first trades were 
made at very moderate price de¬ 
clines. but the pace of declines 
accelerated until the indexes fell 
by nearly 10.5%. By then, buyers, 
particularly provident funds at¬ 


tracted by the desire to buy cheap 
Securities, stepped in and checked 
the declines. 

The trading results could be 
summarized by two numbers: 
10% and 15%. The blue chips de¬ 
clined by 10% and the speculative 
issues fell by 15%. Malibu de¬ 
clined by 15% and Evergreen by 
16%. On the other hand. Teva 
and Koor fell 9.75% and Bezek 
dropped by 10%. 

On tbe Karam. the declines 
ranged from 15%-20%: many 
convertible securities tend to 
overreact to declines in the value 
of the underlying share. In addi¬ 
tion, the amount of any given se¬ 
curity available for trading is far 
smaller, so institutionals were hes¬ 
itant to enter this market for fear 
of being “stuck” with such securi¬ 
ties in a declining market. 

Tbe big winners of the day were 
the holders of PUT options whose 
securities rose by six or seven times. 

In the final analysis, the results 
were far better than the pessimists 
foresaw, and tbe market seems ro 
have taken the tax in stride. 

As for today, there are two possi¬ 
bilities: investors realize the market 
is steady, and after a small decline, 
it stabilizes at a new price level; 
investors who put reasonable limits 
to their selling order will be satis¬ 
fied that provident funds are buying 
at 10% below last Tuesday’s price 
and will give those funds more secu¬ 
rities to buy, thus accelerating the 
pace of declines. 
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Becker outlasts Rosset in final England’s 8-wicket win ties senes 


Rain delays Canada Open final with Sanchez Vicario leading Graf 


NEW HAVEN (AP) - No. 3 seed 
Boris Becker, on ten of his game all 
week, completed ms sweep tfarongh 
the Volvo International yesterday by 
beating seventh-seeded Marc Rosset 
6-3, 7-5 in the final. 

Becker didn’t drop a set in the 
tournament on his way to his 41st 
career title and third this year. He also 
won at Milan in February and at the 
Los Angeles Open earlier this month. 

Becker, ranked eighth in the world 
by the ATP Tour, would have moved 
up to No. 7 regardless of the outcome. 
He earned S152jQQQ for the victory, 
which improved his match record on 
hardcourt to 11-4 this year and 11-1 
since Wimbledon. 

Rosset bad met Becker twice be¬ 
fore. Becker won on the hardcourt at 


Basel in 1992, and Rosset at Monte 
Carlo a year later. 

Yesterday, Rosset served strong 
but couldn’t overcome Becker’s near¬ 
ly flawless serve and volley game. 
Rosset, playing in his first hardcourt 
final, was kept at the baseline by 
Becker’s net game for most of the 
match, and nuked the lines several 
times with his passing shots. 

Becker broke Rosset’s service 
three times, the first coming in die 
sixth game of the first set when Ros¬ 
set’s backhanded passing shot missed 
the sideline, giving Becker a 4-2 
advantage. 

Becker cruised through all of his 
five tournament matches in straight 
sets. He beat Roger Smith, No. 13 
seed Andrei Chesnofcov, No. 11 Ma- 


liVai Washington and Michael Stich 
to get to the final 

Rosset, of Switzerland, advanced 
to the final by knocking off No. 6 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 7-6(7-5), 6-3. 

In women’s action yesterday, play 
was delayed by rain at the Canada 
Open fink in Montreal. The match 
was halted in die second set, wife 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario holding a 7- 
5, 0-3 lead aver Steffi Graf. 

Top-seeded Graf had avenged an 
earlier-season loss and moved into 
the final on Saturday, beating No. 4 
seed Mary Pierce 6-3, 6-4. 

Graf lost to Pierce in straight sets 
in June at the French Open. 

Sanchez Vicario won her final 
place by defeating third-seed Kimiko 
Date of Japan, 2-6, 6-1, 6-2. 


LONDON (Renter)-England captain Mike Ather¬ 
ton’s troubled summer fnnshedm champagne style 
at The Oval yesterday when his side raced to a 
comprehensive victory over South Africa in die 
final Test 

The eight-wicket margin left the series tied at 1- 
L 

Neeeding a further 97 runs for victory at the start 
of the fourth day, England maintained th* momen¬ 
tum of Saturday by reaching the-204-run target off 
a further 19 J overs. 

Atherton could not quite see the job through 
hims elf, faning to Allan Donald for 63 a 
second-wicket stand of 124 wifli Graeme 


But Hkk (81 not out) and Graham Thorpe (15 
not out) completed the formalities 18 minutes 
, before lunch - making sere that Devon Malcolm’s 
outstanding nine-wicket h»»i on Saturday did not 
go to waste. 

While strike bowler Malcolm decimated foe 
South African innings, his South African 


counterpart Donald conceded 96 runs off just 12 
overs. 

Muionim was named man of the match and also 
England’s player of the series despite playing in 
only The Oval match. ' . 

Brian Mc Millan, an impressive performer in all 
three Tests, won South Africa’s player of the series 
award. 

Atherton is expected to be reappointed captain 
for this winter’s Ashes tour before the end of next 
week rfggpite being ftnsH twice during the current 
Test scries. 

He was fined £1^200 and severely reprimanded 
match referee Peter Binge for showing dissent 
er being given out Ibw on Friday. That followed 
a fine of £2,000 following the “dirt in the pocket” 
affair in the first Test at Lord’s when Burge was 
also foe match referee. 

Said Atherton: “It has been an expensive series 
for me -1 just seem to playing for foe love of foe 
gam<» im<i the honor. 

“I just hope foings calm down a bit now.” 


For South Africa, a campaign that began ^ 
encouragingly with their historic first Test vfotoij 
at Lord’s ended in miserable fashion. } 
They have now drawn throe consecutive series 
after holding 1-0 leads. ■ ; . a 

South African captain Keptar Wessefe admit 
his side had been outplayed by a better team at T 

^“Although we have now drawn our last tbreft 
scries after leading 1-0, you have tb remember fore 
two of those series have been away from home..! 
drawn scries is not a bad result,” be said, » 
“But we do have some deficiencies. We know 
thai we have to encourage our young spinners anO 
we have a problem with playing the same four 
bowlers all foe time because they get too tired to a& 
their best" 5 

Apart from losing, foe touring team suffered $ 
punitive 70 percent fine for their slow over ral$ 
“They always told me that you should play th* 
ganw for love and not money,” said a smilii 
Weasels. 
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Krasnov set to become Olympic hope Hurricanes blow into town 


JOEL GORDIN 


DANNY Krasnov has taken another 
giant step towards becoming Israel’s 
greatest-ever track & field athlete. 

The 24-year-old Moscow-bora 
pole vaulter lifted his national record 
by another five centimeters, to 5.75 
toeteis Friday at foe Brussel Grand 
Prix. Hie finished second behind 
world record holder Ukrainian Sergei 
Bubka who cleared 5.95m, but ahead 
of current’ European champion Ra¬ 
dian Gatulin of Russia and 1992 
Olympic gold medalist Maxim 
Tarasov. 

Krasnov, it will be remembered, 
reached the finals of foe Barcelona 
Olympics, only foe second Israeli ath¬ 
lete (after hurdler/sprinter Esther 
Roth in 1976) to do so. He finis hed 
eighth. 

Earlier this month, he reached die 
finals of foe European Champion¬ 
ships in Helsinki, placing sixth with a 
leap of 5.70m. The weekend’s perfor¬ 
mance puls him among foe world’s 
top ten, and considering his age and 
capacity to improve, he stands out as 
a genuine hope to win a medal at 
Atlanta in 1996. 

Unlike Israel’s other top track and 
field athletes, such as high jumper Itai 
Maigalit and triple jumper Rogel Na¬ 
hum, Krasnov does not appear to be 
overawed by major events and large 
crowds. His best jumps have been 
achieved in the big arenas. 

Krasnov is foe one, big success 
story among foe host of Russian ath¬ 


letes who came here during foe past 
five years. Some, like shotputter Igor 
Avroninm, were mistakenly labeled 
“Olympic medal hopes,” even 
though they were hopelessly past 
their prime. Others, like javelin 
thrower Vadim Bavikin and hurdler 
Alexei Bazarov, in their desperation 
to succeed, became involved in drug 
scandals. 

Krasnov, who cazne here three 
years ago, has breathed new life into 
a sport which had been in foe dol¬ 
drums. The absence ofvaultere of any 
reasonable standard is borne out by 
the results: Carlo Rafeeli’s record - a 
meager 4.40m - stood since 1978 
until Russian immigrant Vadim Al- 
berstein cleared 4.45m on foe day 
Krasnov arrived in Israel May, 1991. 

Krasnov, a former Russian youth 
champion who reached 5.61m in the 
Moscow Open Championships in 
1991, settled in the Capital and joined 
Hapoel Jerusalem. After the inevita¬ 
ble complaints by the club that they 
“had no money to keep him, ” ar¬ 
rangements were made that he would 
travel to Tel Aviv to train at Hadar 
Yosef under coach Arye Rosenhaner, 
also a Russian immigrant 

Financial problems still hannt 
Krasnov and Rosenhauer, however. 
Only last week, there were reports. 
that the coach would be forced to 
resign because the Israel Athletics 
Federation is not keeping its promise 
to pay him. Krasnov himself has 



UP, UP AND AWAY - Pole vaulfer Danny Krasnov brightens 

(Hanoch Guthmann) 
Iritis of being an athlete in Israel 
don’t break him, he has nowhere to 
go bnt up. 


Israel’s track and field future. 

drifted to a caravan camp and claims 
he must “beg-for every agora from 
foe IAF.” Nevertheless, if foe prob- 


Overton on course 
for second gold 

VICTORIA ^Reuter)-Australians 

Elli Overton, emerging from foe 
shadow of her better-known team¬ 
mates, looked set to earn a second 
gold at foe Commonwealth Games 
yesterday after finishing fastest in the 
100 meters backstroke heats. 

Overton, who has so often taken 
second place to Hayley Lewis or Ni¬ 
cole Stevenson, clocked one minute 
3.52 seconds at the Saanich Com¬ 
monwealth Place pool, just ahead of 
Katharine Osber of England. 

The 20-year-old from New South 
Wales won the 400m medley gold on 
Friday, eclipsing Lewis who wan five 
golds in Auckland. 

Marianne Kriel, looking for a first 
pool medal for South Africa who 
have returned to the Games after a 
36-year absence, was third fastest in 
1:03.97. 

Lewis also took to the water again 
yesterday and finished second fastest 
in foe 400 freestyle heats. Canada’s 
Nfldri Dry den delighted foe crowd by. 
docking 4:13.72 to boost hopes of a 
first swimming gold for foe home 
country. 

England’s comeback queen Sarah 
Hardcastle, who won foe evenr in 
Edinburgh eight years ago in a Gaines • 
record time before retiring from foe 
sport, looted relaxed as she cruised to 
easy victory in foe first herein a time 
of 4:15.64. 
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JERRY MFTTLEMAN 

AFTER three games of his team’s 
six-game tour here, coach Leonard 
Hamilton of foe .University of Miami 
Hurricanes basketball team is already 
impressed with Israeli hastefoall. 

“The level here compares with foe 
very top college programs I’ve seen 
in foe States. A team like Maccabi 
Tel Aviv could compete against an 
NBA team. Maybe not on a nightly 
basis, but certainly on a given 
evening.” 

Hamilton and his Miami team are 
no strangers to tough competition. 
The Hurricanes, who dropped their 
first 3 meetings here, play in foe Big 
East Conference, (me of college bas¬ 
ketball’s premier leagues. 

“The teams here seem to be ex¬ 
tremely well coached,” said Hamil¬ 
ton. "The players are highly skilled 
and good outside shooters." 

According to NCAA rules, each 
college {nogram is allowed one for¬ 
eign tour every four years, so this is 
literally a once-in-a-lifetime experi¬ 
ence far Hamilton’s young players. 
Israel came highl y recommended by 
Georgetown coach John Thompson 
who brought his team on tour here 
last year. 

“We were interested m having our 
players experience the historical 

sight* here,” will Hamilton. "From a 

basketball standpoint, we knew foe 
Israeli league would be a challenge.” 

The Hurricanes entered foe Big 
East Conference in 1991. At foe time, 
the school’s heralded football team 
was looking to affiliate itself with a 
college conference. On foe other 
hand, the basketball program, which 
had even been dropped from 1971-85 
dneJp poor fan ^jpsp^wa^oed fo 
enter the high pQwegxtpig Eastfoas-: 
ketball program, as a weak .sister. * 

Coach Hamilton was brought in to 
upgrade Miami’s program and bring 
it unto Big East standards. Hamilton 
had the reputation of being a success¬ 
ful recruiter and developer of talent 
As an assistant at Kentucky, he re¬ 
cruited 23 players who would be 
eventually selected in foe NBA draft. 
As a head cosch at Oklahoma State, 
he recruited and developed future 
NBA stars Eke John Starks of the 
New YarkKmcks and Richie Dumas, 

At Miami, Hamilton succeeded in 
t-after players 

like forward Steve ! 



GALE FORCE - University of Miami forward Steve Edward^ 

■ • »?Wi 

guard Steve Frazier, as well as havrag 
one of the top 20 reertri ting classes in 
badtpf -tte.: last;.ftr$e- 

yovC- •' • 

During foe 1992-93 season, Miami 
finished with a respectable 7-11 re¬ 
cord in Big East Conference {day. 

Last season, they went winless in pret 
due to numerous physical problems, 
in particular injuries that forced Ed¬ 
wards andFrazur to undergo surgery. 

Hamflton has been using the tour of 
Israel to give some of his less experi¬ 
enced players more playing time and 
to allow Us injured stars to gradually 
work themselves bade into shape. 

Edwards, a junior, was the team’s 
high scorer two years ago before his 


family His, older,tatttas.Pong 

an Ail-AmericmatFkaS^-Stetd atifr* 

ta tiawks._ Ayoii^f.^pt^An^t 
was a widely recruited high school* 
star. ' 

Their 7-foot-3 center Constant^ 
Popa, is high an NBA scouts’ lists 
center prospects for the T 95 
He’s honing to join Washington’s 7- 
foot-7 Gheorge Muresan as foe ontiri 
Romanians in foe NBA. 

Miami is considered one at : 
teams of foe fomre in the Big East -, 
for their prospects fois year, *Tm j _ 
willing for health,” said Hammer* 
“If we stay heaifoy then well hg 


Susie Maroney, a 19-year-old Australian student, won the 13th Animal Manhattan Island Marathon 
Swim on Saturday. It was the second time that she won the 45.64dlometer (2JL5-mUe) race around the 
island of Manhattan. Maroney, who won in 7 hoars, 8 minutes and 10 seconds, also won in 199L The 
race began and ended near Battery Park in lower Manhattan, and covered the East, Hariem and 
Hudson rivers. Some 19 swimmers from eight conn tries were signed op. (AP) 



Cole, Beardsley lift Newcastle 


LONDON (Reuter) - Andy Cole and Peter Beardsley 
were quickly back in their form of last season as Newcas¬ 
tle began its Premier League campaign with a 3-1 away 
defeat of newly-promoted Leicester yesterday. 

The pair, who grabbed 65 goals between them as foe 
club finished third in May, each opened their account for 
the new season with emphatic finishes to hand foe playoff 
winners a lesson in foe harsh realities of life in foe top 
flight. 

But foe delight of Newcastle boss Kevin Keegan was 
cut short by the late sending off of keeper Pavel Sraicek 
for bringing down J ulian Joachim in foil flight Two early 
thrusts by foe live-wire Joachim, both spoiled by weak 
final efforts, boded well for Leicester, but as Newcastle 
settled to their task, they assumed control. 

Belgian central defender Philippe Albert, poised and 
controlled at foe bade, was a threat every time he moved 
forward and came dose with a fierce 30-yard volley. 
From the resulting comer, Albert outjumped foe home 
defense. Cole’s acrobatic overhead effort just clearing the 
bar. 


Leicester had no answer to the ever-buzzing Beardsley, 
who created an opening for Albert three ™inittc« into the 
second period. But the Belgian earned the displeasure of 
foe crowd and a yellow card from foe referee for foe most 
obvious of dives. 

In foe 51st minute, foe Beaxdsley-Cole double act 
struck. 

Scott Sellars advanced to foe edge of the box and fed 
Beardsley in space on the left. One look was enough, and 
when Beardsley’s low cross was enough to give Cole foe 
simplest of touches into the net 

Seven minutes later, Beardsley did foe job himself, 
taming into space before firing home from IS yards. 

And 16 minutes from time, Newcastle went farther 
ahead. Ruel Fox pounced on a loose ball and passed to 
substitute Robbie Elliott in acres of space to tom home. 

Five minutes from time, Sraicek received his matching 
orders, and substitute keeper Mike Hooper, the third 
change Newcastle had made, was beaten in Iigmy time, 
J oachim turning home the rebound after the keeper spilled 
Steve Agnew’s shot 


RATES 


PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS - AE rates 
include VATh 

Single Weekday-NIS 87.75 ter 10 words 
(minimum), each adcffionaJ word NJS 8.77 
FRIDAY and HOUDAY EVE - NIS 128.70 
ter 10 words (nrinknum); each addftional 
word NIS 12J7. 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 
(Package) - NIS 190.71, each addUonai 
word NIS 19.07. 

WEEK RATE (6 Insertions - NIS 245.70; 
i word NIS 24.57. 


Quality Classifieds _ PERSOHALS 


T5 


i. 


NFL exhibition standings 


' FIL1PINA ' 

If a female member of your 
[family speaks good English or a 
Bttie Spanish, Arabic or Hebrew 
(and ff we can rely on you!) we 
can bring her to Israel 
immediately, for excellent work, 
as a care taker. 

The Big Agency 
03-546 9122 


FOUR FRIDAYS NIS 319.41 for 10 words 
(minimum) each adrSfonal word - NIS 
31.94. 

MONTHLY (24 insertions) NIS 491.40 10 
words (minimum) each addtional word - 
NIS 49.14 

DEADLINES offices: 

Jerusalem- weekdays - 12 noon the day 
before pubficattav far Friday and Sunday- 
6 p.m. on Thursday. 

Tel Avhr and Haifa- weekdays -12 noon, 2 
days before ptttc88on for Riday and Sun¬ 
day-4 pjm. Thusday in Tei Avtv and 12 

noon Thursday ki Haifa. 


GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 


WHERE TO STAY 


PLEASANT. INTELLECTUAL LADAS 
(487152). divorced, seeking an 1 
sensitive, book-loving man for 
(48-58). P.OA. 0857. Haifa, 3106a 


MATRIMONIAL 


*6 

r-T 

its 

W 


BED & BREAKFAST fo Jerusalem, short 
term rentals. Jerusalem Lodges Ltd. P O 

Box 4233 91044 Jerusalem TefiS-til 1746 

Fax 02-618541 


NO-FEE MATCHMAKING, for disabled, 
ranwu w 0&-237907 from the 
YttdteWHebrew speaking. ■ 


JERUSALEM 


JERUSALEM-tNN, Bed and Breakfast, city 
centert H, femB y rooms, comfortabie lomna, 
« 02-2K757. 


FOR SALE 

MAGNIFICENT LUXURY 
APARTMENT 

facing sea in the Yamit Hotel 
79 Hayarkon St„ Tel-Aviv # 
145 Sq. mtr. (gross) s 
Phone Tulin for § 
appointment to view * 
03-5197111 


BLAT - CottagevVBCation flat 825 daRy 
(minimum two persons) Tel 07-332811 

INN PLACES LTD. affordable hone bad & 
“^kfasLself^r^ aos., countrywide, 
Choree locations. TeURnc 09^76204, p.o.b! 
577, HetzHya. msM 

~~ COLLECTIONS 


DWELLINGS 


.i! 

r»i 




RENTALS 


■5* 

-a* 


AaJTOft, LOVELY 6 rooms, fomtahetfc 
balconies, views. «r 02-7320 97. Must 

KHMAN COLONY, 4, two floor. 

WOOD, no agents, tr 


ANTIQUES 
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THURSDAY’S RESULTS: 

New England 27, Washington 17 
San Francisco 30, San Dtego 24 

FRIDAY’S RESULTS: 

Detroit 24, Arizona 16 
derdand 28, Atlanta 7 
Green Bay 13, New Orleans 10 

SATURDAY’S RESULTS: 
Indtanapons 17, Ftorirergh 14 
Seattk 38, Mhmesota IS 
Tampa Bay 29, Miami 14 
Philadelphia 17, Cincinnati 7 
NY Jets 13, NY Giants 10 
BuCblo 18, Houston 16 
LA Raiders 29, LA Rams 3) 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

East 


Alton 


PhBadelpNs 
N.Y. QtMs 

rVUVyut 


Chicago 
Dmofi 
Green 8sy 
Tampa Bay 
Ifimsqta 


Sm Fnn c teuu 
Atlanta 
LA Rams 
New Orleans 
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WE’VE GOT PLENTY OF RENTALS 

_Sara.- 

3 bdrm. Z5 bathrooms, 2-storey cottage near the sea and Country dub, 
i*tfvmlshed. minimum 1 year at S650/month. 

2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, gardoi apartment, furnished and 
alrcondldoned/heated for the period OcL I - March 31 at $6SO/month. 
Smrt term rentals for vacationers (sleeping up to 5) for $100 a day. 
Netauiyre sebarb 

e 52£2?2fcl 1/2 bat *F ool I ,s ,* cathedral oeSUng to the sunken IMtw room 
dl ^pS r °°m- lovely kitchen, family room and clinic or office with’ 
AJreoocflHoned. 250 sq. meters on beautlfuity* 
landscaped plot of 600 sq-jneiers. price: 51300/month. 

Ddmn Waeov 

2 room house plus enclosed porch on targe plot. Price: S350/mcnth. 

SS ^ntina 


anbar estates 


Service imih a North American accent: Sh phone 06-260178 or far 06-361049 
A-rfta Zyfaerbefg & Barbaa Stutzen - proud to be mambas of MALDAN_ 




AUCnONI TUESDAY 23 AUa*B4 at 8 pm 
52 Naha® Bervnrin! 
Tri Arrfv.- PaWInga, porcelain, rugs, sfatr- 
ware. Preview same day from 1 pm. otoret 


4 worn -TS, 
parking, - from September. Til 

-- 


FOR SEPT, 
nished* 


OLD KATAMON, 

1, kosher, Succa 



r—— 

I WE APOLOGIZE ... £ 

I TO OUR READERS AND ADVERTISERS K 


Due to a technical failure not all classified 
advertisements appear in today's paper 


I 

I Th® Management of the Advertising Department _ 

-— 
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WHERE TO GO 


Notices In this feotun ore durge^ 
SnaVAT. 


.weRma^ 
r r ‘ e£j Z't 
*swr« canity 

«u.:ur« pfoduu ^ 


at N1S23.70 par Una. inchufing ' 
Insertion avery day of tha month 
costs NJS468.0O par One, mefoding 
VAT, par month. 



JERUSALEM 

Conducts*! Tours 

HEBREW UNIVERSITY. Touts of the 
Mount Scopus campus, in English, daily 
Sun.-Thur, 11 ajm. from Bronfman Re¬ 
ception Centre, Sherman Administration 
Bldg. Buses 4a, 9,23,26,28. For info, call 
882819. 

AMT Women. For a free conducted 
toiir of our installations, call Jerusalem 
619222; Tel Aviv 5233154. Hours: 8:00 
a.m.-l :30 pjru, Sun.-Thur. 


■■M 


DEL AVIV 

HHmatn ns 

TEL AVIV MUSEUM OP ART. Pamela 
Levy; Paintings 1983^4C>DrBwn to the 
CJty - video documentary on Pamela Le- 
vyOAdam Berg:-Perseus' Hysteria - fo- 
cflsea on the museum's function as a 
viewing spaceOA Fence of Cypresses, 
Fruit of Time, Mr. Sweety.- works by 
tojdiak Golombek, Michai Na'aman, Gil 
S^achar and others ^^18th-19th Cent 
European ArtOSix Renaissance and Ba¬ 
roque Paintings01mpresslonlsm r Post- 
ImpressionismOJewish Artists in Eu¬ 
rope between the Wars-OMoshe and 
Sara Mayer CoU.OSculpture^20tfi Cent. 
Modem Masters - Mizne-Bhimental ColL 
HELENA RUBINSTEIN PAVILION 
FOR CONTEMPORARY ART. Tamor, 
arilyi.dosadJtouaf~ Weekday*.lO:fla- - 
aJn.-6 p4iv ;Tue.,. 10. sum--10 p-m. Fri„ 
Sat,. 10:00 ajn.-2:00 p.m. Art Educa¬ 
tion Center, T«L 081915& : 

OUT. To wait our technological High 
Schools, call Jerusalem 513141; Tel Aviv 
5203222.5203293; Netanya 823744. 
QRT. To visit our technological High 
Schools, call Jerusalem 613141; Tel Aviv 
5203722, 5203233; Netanya 823744. 



Haifa.- - 

WHAT'S ON IN HAIFA, dial 04-374253. 


GENERAL 

ASSISTANCE 


tohashibi, IVCns® 
part ofaneflWJ 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 


jgation 


rr.JuiJ^ tlheSS 
j 3 jjasff rcsidS" 

Ui on aiich« ** 

MaHrfr 


i.dL. 



Jerusalem: Kupat Holim Oalit, Straus 
A. 3 Avigdori, 706660; Balsam, Salah o- 
Efin, 272315; Shuafat. Shuafat Road, 
810108; Oar Aldawa, Herod's Gate, 
282058. 

Tel Aviv. Shlomo Hamefech, 78 Shlomo 
Same lech, 5246461; Kupat HoHm Qalit. 
7-9 Amsterdam, 5 232 38 3; Till 3 a-m. 
Tuesday: Ben-Yehuda. 142 Ben-Yehuda, 
5223536. Till midnight: Superpharm Re¬ 
mat Aviv, 40 Einstein, 6413730. 
Ba’anana-Kfer Sava: Super Pharm, 3 
Ostshinsky, Kfar Sava, 958889. 
Netanya: Clal Pharm, 60 Sd. Blrtyamln, 
338091. - _ 

(myotaree.- Niv AM, IS Hankm, Kiryat 
Ala, 441626. . . 

Mi: Ha wadi. 7 Ha wadi, 510166. 
Harzfiya: Clal Pharm, Beit Meriuuim. 6 
Maskit (cnr. Sderot Hagalim), Herzliya Pi- 
tuah. 558472, KB407. Open 9 am.to 

rpidnight. .... ,. - 

Hppw Nazareth: Clal Pharm, Lev Hair 
Mall. 570468. Open 9 a.m. to 10 pm 


DUTY HOSPITALS 

Jerusalem: Hedassah Bn Keram Rnter- 
riil, surgery, orthopedics, opthslmo- 
Ibgyh Misgov Ladach (obstetrics); Biltur 
Hgilm (pediatrics. ENT). In case of at¬ 
tempted resuscitation, snake bhe or 
scorpion sting.' golnvnedjaMfyTD near- 
eat hospiiaL 

Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Medical Center (pedi¬ 
atrics), Ichilov rmtemal, surgery). 
Nfttanya: Lanlado. 


POLICE 
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HR! 

uinu David Adorn * 

In emegendes dial 101 (Hebrew) or 911. 
(English] hi most parts of the country, in 

jutfdod* 561333 KartriW* *8®® 

Akhlwlon SS1332 War Suva* 03-8311111 
Bat Yam* SSI11U • Wron 9311111 
B&ahabk* 27 <787 K.'Stamm" 9*034 , 

Bait Shamaah 523133 Nahariy* 9 12 3 3 3 
Dan Radon*. 5793333.Nuany* €23333 
aBl*372333 . P^Tflcre" »«« 

Hfadara* 09-823333 Rabwmt* 4 S1333 
Haifa* 512233 Rkho n* 9842 333 

Hacor* 820333 . Sated 320333 

Hojon* 5571177 TUAwiv*-5480111 
TSusdom* 523133 . Tfcariaa* 790111 • 
•MobHa htteostee'Otee Unfc (MCUf'aarvlos In 
the araa. around Ui* dock. . > • 

Medical help fwtourists Gn English) 177- 

^^^Emotla ' iw l Hrst AM. Jenisalem 
Tel Avfv64811-7.1 (chSdieii/youtfi 
^81113), Haifa 872222, Bearafieba 
28, Netanya 626110, Kermlet 
^33410, Kfar Sava 974555, .Hadera 

Criei* Center (24 hountj, Tel Aviv 
K73aai9, 5449191 (men), Jerusalem 
faSe. HaH* 680111. Blat 31977. 

TRe National Poleon Control Center 
apRambam Hospital M*5292Cfi. for 
emergency cads 24 hours a day, for niton; 

* ^^pencv dental cRnlc (2 dteuw Inc. 
h^iitiays] 03^9688*, 05CW18777. 
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rivals orf^OWBIIfl (Hebrew), 03-- 
J1122 (Engfishh 



Forecast: Party ctoudy to dear with a 
slt^ii rise In temperatures 

AROUND THE WORLD 


CRITIC'S CHOICE 


SUMMER FUN 


Helen Kaye 


FOR the kids and all the family at Tel Aviv's 
Suzanne I5eUaJ Center, there’s the Magic of Tales 
festival. The Ra’anana Symphonette and the Dia- 
bolo Street Theater are collaborating in Concert 
for Clowns, a musical play about what happens 
yrhen three downs come to play a symphony 
conceit.' ’ 

The program also includes puppeteer Eric 
. Smith’s wonderful Snow Queen in Inbal. AH 
shows at 5 and 7 p.m. (Hebrew). Free shows on 
the plaza from 5 JO to 8:30 p.m. 


DFyoo can get up that early there’s a new play for 
kids, a musical satire called Agadat Shalom (*‘A 
Tale of Peace”) about two children on a quest for 
peace complete with monsters and good (if con¬ 
tused) fairies. In Tel Aviv's Beit Yad Labanim at 
9:30 a.m- 


CLASSICAL MUSIC 


MICHAEL AJZENSTADT 


ITS-a special day at the Tel Hai International 
Master Classes today as students take a break 
from:their studies and participate in the Anton. 
Rubinstein Competition. It is an opportunity for 
'Students to showcase some of their skills in a more 
'demanding situation than the regular master class. 
The competition starts at 9 a.m. at the Tel Hai 
Rodman Regional College and is open to the 
public. 



TELEVISION 


Puppeteer Eric Smith's ‘The Snow Queen’ 
will be part of the Kessem she! Agada 
August festival, for children and adults, at 
the Suzanne DeQal Center in Tel Aviv. 


Penny Starr 


TO mark the 50th anniversary of Berl Katznel- 
son’s death, Channel 1 is showing a documentary 
about the life of the charismatic leader. Yitzhak 
Rabin, Shimon Peres and Teddy Kollek are 
among the people who pay tribute to him. Berl is 
on Channel 1 at 9 this evening. 

. Channel 3‘s Monday night line-up is one of the 


channel’s strongest. There’s Murphy Brown at 
10:10 p.m., followed by The Nanny at 10:45. with 
ENG at 11:10 to round things off. Terrific. But 
don't rely on the listed times to be accurate. 

If you can be bothered to sit through the appall¬ 
ing Entertainment News fillers that always run 
over time you'll be able to catch your favorite 
program. But if you were thinking of setting the 
video - be warned? 


CINEMA 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE Subway 7 • Dhn 9:30 

• High Noon 9:30 G.G. GIL Jsiuulm 
Mari! {Malta) ® 788448 Tra* Lite 
11:30 a.m„ 4:45,7:30,10:15 * Gotting 
Ev*n With Dad 11 a.m„ 1:15, 3:30, 
5:30, 8, 10:15 * Thumbafina (Hebrew 
dialogue) 11:a.m., 1:30, 5 + Maverick 
7:35, 10 * Ft90 waiy 11 a.m.. 1:30, 
4*410,7:30 * In tta Name of tho Farttar 
9:45 + Raathovan D 11 a.m^ 1:30. 5 * 
Schindler's List 9 * Raining Stones 
7:30. 10 JERUSALEM THEATER B 
610011 Rouge 7,9:30 ORION OR 1-6 * 
252914 4Shamal SL Go FucheTta Hud- 
sucker Pro*y»The GotowayeCaro 
DiarioeThe Woman Who Made Sesa¬ 
me Oil 5, 7:15, 9:30 RAV CHEN 1-7 8 
792799 Credit Card Rmarvationa 8 
794477 Rav-Mflcher Building, 19 Ha'o- 
rrvan St, Tafpiot The lion King (Hebrew 

^rS-. 1 ^. 5 

TrouM*T)w TbreeNInia Kid* Robo- 
cop m 11 ajru, 1 , 3 , 5 * Ace Ventura 
.t1:p.m« 1, 3, 5,7:30 k'Tba Lion King 
(English dialogue) eSpeed 7:30,9:45 ★ 
The Mask 11 a.m., 1.3,5.7:30,9:45 ★ A 
Bronx Tala 7:15, 9:46 * Blank Check 
IT a.m, 1, 3, 5. 7:30. 9:45 * Shadow- 
lands 7:15. 9:45 ★ Serial Mom 9:45 
RON 1-2 8 234704 1 Rabbi Altiva St 
Spaed 5,7:30,9:45 • The Throe Nin|a 
Mad 10:45 a.m. • Robocop in 10:45 
a.m, 5:30, 7:30. 9:45 

TEL AVIV 

RAV-CHEN8 5282288* Dbengoff Canter 
The Lion King (English dialogue! 7:30, 
9:45 * Ace Venture 11 a.rru, 1,3, 5:15, 
7:30, 9:45 ★ The Lion King (Hebrew 
dialogue) 5,7:15, 9:45 * Blank Check 
11 a-m., 1. 3, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45 ★ Tho 
Throe Ninja Kid 11 a.m.. 1,3* Mon¬ 
key Trouble 11 ajn., 1, 3, 5:15 * Blink 
7:30, 9:45 CINEMATHEQUE Orfenda 
5:30. 7:45, 9:45 DEKEL 8 5443200 94 
Yehuda Hamaccabi St A Bronx Tale 
7.30, 9:45 DIZENGOFF 1-3 8 200485 Di- 
zengoff Center Tha Getaway 11 am., 1. 
3, 7:30, 9:45 ■* Baraka 11 a.m., 1, 3, 
5:15,7:30,9:45 * Once Upon a Time In 
China 5:15 * Rouge 11 a.m., 1,3, 5:15. 
7:30,9:45 GAN HA'IR 71 ibn Gabirol St 
IGka 7:30, 9:45 * The Finest Hour 5 
GAT 9 6967888* 26 Ibn Gabirol St. The 
Mask 11 a-m., 1, 3. 5. 730. 9:46 GOR¬ 
DON 8 5236992 87 Ben Yehuda St. The 
Unbelievable Truth 6:30,10 * Trust 8 
HAKOLNOA ZOA HOUSE 9 6959341 26 
Ibn Gabirol St Little Buddha 7:15,9:45 

* Smash 5 G.G. HOD h-4 9 5228090 
Hod Passage, 101 Dfeengoff St. Free Wil¬ 
ly 11 a.m.. 1:30,5,7:30* In the Name 
of the Father 7:30, 10 * ThumbeEna 
(Hebrew dialogue ) 11 am., 1,3, 5 * The 
FUntstones 11 ajn., 1:30, 4, 6, 8,10 * 
Maverick 7:30. 10 * Getting Even 
With Dad 11 am., 3:15, 5:30.7:30,10 * 
Go Fish 11 ajn., 1. 5:30, 7:45, 10 * 
KaHfbmle 3 * Naked 1,10 * Raining 
Stones 11:15 a.m„ 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 
7:30,10 * North 11:15 am., 1:15, 3:15. 
5:15. 7:45 MAXIM Electric Blanket 5, 
7:30,9:30 RAV-OR1-5 9 5102674“ Opera 
House Serial Mom*Tta Mask*Beck 
Boat 2:30,5, 7:30,9:45 * Short Cuts 2, 
5:30, 9 * A Bronx Tafts 2:30, 6, 7:15, 
9:45 G.G. SHAHAF 1-2 8 5271645 Kiktir 
Namir Schindler's List 5, 8:45 * True 
Lies 4:45,7:30,10:15 G.a TAYE LET 1^ 

* 5177952 2 Yona Hanavl St, Beveity 
Cop IBsMswerick 5, 7:30. 10 * Bee¬ 
thoven H 5, 7:30, 10 G.G. TEL AVIV 9 
5281181 K Prnsker Sr. True Lies 4:45, 
7^0,10:15 * The F U n ts *one s *Beveriv 
Con 3 6,7:45,10 TCL AVIV MUSEUM 9 
6981297 27 Shaul Hamelokh Boulevard 
The Women Who Made Sesam e 03- 
■Nani Morattf's Diary 5, 7:45, 10 

HAIFA 

CINEMA CAF£ AMAM1 9 325755 
Schimtar's List 6:16,9 * K3ka 9:30 * 
Naked Gun 7:15 ATZMON True Lies- 

• Maverick 4:15, 6:45, 9:15 * The 
GetewnyeBeveriy Cop IM* Getting 
Even With Dad 7:30,9^0 * North 5:30 
ORLY Tha Hudsudker Proxy 11 am., 1, 
4:30, 7 * The FUntstones 11 am, 1. 
4:30, 7. 9:30 * In the Name of the 
ra ther 9:30 * TbumbeUna 1, 7 * 
Rouge 9:30 RAV-GAT 1^2 9 674311 
Speed 7.9:15 * The Three Nin^ KM 
11 a.m., S * The Mask 11 am., 4:45,7, 
9:15 RAV-MOR 1-7 9 4168999 Speed 
11 am, 1,3,5,7,9:30 * Ace Ventura 7, 
9:30 * Monkey Trouble*The Three 
Mala RkfeThe Uon King (Hebrew dia¬ 
logue) 11 ajn., 1. 3, 5 + Tta Mask 11 
am., 1. 3, 5, 7. 9.-30 * Free iWUy 11 
ajn, 1:75,4:45 * A Bronx Tale 7,9:30 
RAV-OR 1-3 9 246553 Serial Mom 11 

- un, 1, 3, 5, 7 * Monkey Trouble 11 
am, 1.3.5 * The Uon Eng (English 
dialogue) 11 am., 1.3,5 * A Bronx Tale 


7. 9:15 

A SHDOD 

G.G. GIL Getting Even With Dad*Tha 
Mask 11:30 a.m., 1:30,5,7:30,10 * The 
Uon King 11:30 am., 1:30, 5 * Spend 
7:30, 10 * True Lies 1j:30 am., 4:45, 
7:30, 10:15 * The Flintstones 11:30 
am., 1:30, 5. 7:30 * Beverly Cop El 10 

ASHKELON 

RAV CHEN 1-5 9 711223 Speed*Tha 
Lion King (English dialogue) 7:30,9:45 

* The Mask 11 a.m., 5. 7:30, 9:45 * A 
Bronx Tale 7:30, 9:45 * Robocop 
lll«The Uon King (Hebrew diato- 
gue)»The Three Nb^a Kid 11 a.m., 5 * 
Blank Check 11 a.m, 6, 7:16 * Short 
Cuts 9 G.G. GIL True Lies 11:30 am., 
4:45. 7:30, 10:15 * Free WHIy 11:30 
ajn, 1:45, 5 * lu the Nam* of the 
Father 7:30,10 * Bevwfy Cop III 7:30, 
10 * ThumbeHna (Hebrew dialogue) 

• xn ’ “ ‘ 'irrr. 


1fi30 f i:hi.,=1i3lf, fl 5;*7'30. TO 

BAT YAM 

RAV CHEN 9 5531077 Beverly Cop D1 
9:45 * Tha M*sk*Tho FUntstones 11 
am, 5, 7:30, 9:45 * $pead*The Lion 
King (English dialogue) 7:30, 9:45 * 
True lies 7,9:45 * Getting Even With 
Dad 7:30,9:45 * Blank Check 11 a.m, 
5,7:30 * The Uon King (Hebrew dialo- 
gue )»Tha Three Ninja KkJ*Froe Wil- 
tyeRobocop III 11 a.m, 5 
BEERSHEBA 

G.G. ESHEL 9 274073 Free Willy 5,7:30 

* In the Name of the Father 10 GIL 
Getting Even With Dad 11:30 am, 
1:45, 4. 6, 8, 10:15 * The FUntstones 
11:30 am, 1:30,4,6, 8,10 * Thumbe- 
lina (Hebrew dialogue) 11:30 a.m, 1:30, 
4,6 * Beverly Cop III 8,10:15 * True 
Lies 11:30 a.m, 4:45, 7:30,10:15 RAV- 
NEGEV 1-4 9 235278 The Uon King 
(English dialogue)*A Bronx Tele 7:30. 
9:45 * Speed 7:30, 9:45 * The Mask 
11 am, 1,5,7:30,9:45 * Blank Ctack- 

• Monkey TroubleeThe Uon King (He¬ 
brew dialogue) 4:1S, 7:15,10 ★ The Uon 
King (Hebrew dialogue) 10:30 a.m, 
12:30, 2:30.4:15,6 * Speed 10:30 am, 
12:30. 2:30. 4:75, 7:45, 10 * North 
10:30 a.m, 12:30, 2:30. 4:30, 6:30 

HERZLIYA 

COLONY CINEMA 1-2 (MANDARIN) « 
6902666 Rouge *tn the Name of the 
Father 7:30,10 STAR® 589068 29 Soko¬ 
lov St. Tha Lion King (Hebrew dialogue! 
4:45 * The Lion King (English dialogue) 
8, 10 * Thumbelina 11 a.m, 3, 6:30 * 
Robocop M 11 am, 4:45, 6:30, 8, 10 * 
True Lies 11 am, 4:30, 7:15, 10 * Tel 
Avhr - LA. 3 

HOD HASHARON 
MOFET Beverly Cop III 9:30 * Free 
Willy 5, 7:15 * Don't Give a Damn 11 
a.m. 

KARMIEL 

CINEMA 1-3 9 887277 Speed 9:30 * 
The Uon King (Hebrew dialogue) 71 
am, 5,7,9:30 * Robocop H111 a.m, 5, 
7 * Tha Mask 11 am, 5) 7, 9:30 

KFAR SAVA 

G.G. GIL True Lies 11:30 a.m, 4:45, 
7:30, 10:15 * The Lion King (Hebrew 
dialogue) 11:30 a.m, 2, 4,6 * Tta Uon 
King (English dialogue) 8. 10 * Thum¬ 
belina (Hebrew dialogue) 11:30 a.m, 2 

• Speed 7:45, 10 * The FUntstones 
11 a.m, 1, 4, 6, 8, 10 * Tta Me* 11 
a.m, 1,4, 6, 8,10 * Getting Evan With 
Dad 11:30 am, 1:45, 5:30. 7:45, 10 * 
Blank Check 11 ;30 a.m, 2,5 * Beverly 
Cop IB 7:30, 10 

KJRYAT BIALIK 

G.G. KIRYON 1-9 9 779166 Beverly Cop 
3 7, 9:30 * Ace Venture-The Rint- 
stoneseGetting Even With DadeTrus 
LjessThe Uon King (Hebrew dialogue) 
11 a.m, 4:45, 7. 9:30 * North 11 a.m, 
4:45 * Robocop H|eTlHunbelina*Free 
MR By 11 am, 4:45 * Maverick 7, 9:30 

JORYAT MALACHI 

HAKIRYA Robocop HI 11 a.m, 5, 7:30. 

9:30 

KIRYATONO 

MATNAS Remains of the Day 7, 9:15 

t Robocop 1H 5 

NUGDAL HA'EMEK 

RAV CHEN Blank Chock 5, 7, 9:30 * 

Sidekicks 5, 7, 9:30 * Guarding Teas 

7, 9:30 * My (£rf H 5 

NAHARIYA 

HECHAL HATARBUTThe Lion King (En¬ 
glish dialogue) 7,9:15 * The Lion King 
(Hebrew dialogue) 11 a-m, 5 HOD 9 
920502 Blank Check 11 a.m, 5, 7.9:15 

* Leon 3 

NES9ZIONA 

G.G. GIL 1*4 « 404729 Thumbelina (He- 
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TELEVISION 


■ CHANNEL 1 


6:30 News in Arabic 6:45 Cartoon 7:00 
Good Morning Israel 


20:00 Emartarnmant news 20:05 A n- 
toneila 20: so Entertainment news 
21:00 Falcon Crest 21 : so Entertain¬ 
ment news22:10 Murphy Brown 22:35 
Entertainment news 22:45 Nanny 
23:10 ENG 00:00 Deer John 00-25 
Cagney and Lacey 1:10 Kojak 


Bold and The Beautiful 18:00 Santa Bar¬ 
bara 19:00 Movie: Jealousy 21:00 
M*A*S*H 21:30 El Features 22:00 
Neighbors 22:30 Movie: Jealousy 
00:30 Dive James in Las Vegas 


■ EDUCATIONAL TV 


■ MOVIE CHANNEL (4) 


RADIO 


8:00 Moomrns 8:25 Mrs. Pepper 8:38 
Mother Goose 8:48 Adventures of Babai 
9:00 Grimms' Fairy Tales 9:30 Discov¬ 
eries Unlimited 10:90 Ramona 10:30 
Greek Myths 11:00 Summer Fun 12:30 
Young Riders 13:30 Y.E.S. - series 
about a group of teenagers who help 
other young people with problems 
14:00 Pretty Butterfly 14:30 Children of 
Freedom - 15:00 Full House 


CHANNEL 1 


15:30 Adventures of Tiny Toon 16:00 
News update 16:05 Eric 16:30 From 
the Studio 17:00 A New Evening 17:30 
Animals and Smiles - quiz show 17:55 
Heathcliff end Ding ben 18:15 News in 
English 


ARABIC PROGRAMS 

18:30 Sports magazine 19:00 News in 

Arabic 


10:30 A Talent for the Game (79911 (rpt) 
12=00 The Sun Also Rises (1957) (rpt) 
14:15 The Kick are Alright (1979) - rock- 
umwitary about The Who 15:55 In Cus¬ 
tody of Strangers (1982) -- family about a 
boy caught for driving illegally and his 
father who refuses to pay his bail in or¬ 
der to teach him a lesson 17:30 An Un- 
gendemanty Act (1992) - the Falklands 
War as seen through the eyes of two 
islanders 19:30 Marilyn and Me (1991) - 
another Monroe bio-llick. this time fo¬ 
cusing on tier early life and her marriage 
to smal(-iown reporter Bob Slatter: Star¬ 
ring Susan Griffith. Joel Grey and Jesse 
Dobson 21:05 The Man who Broke 1000 
Chains (1SS7) - Val Kilmer stars as Rob¬ 
ert Elliott Bums who escaped from a 
chain-gang to have a long and successful 
career as an engineer till he was recap¬ 
tured onhe mm of tha century22:55 My 
Own Private Idaho (1991) (rpt) 00:35 
Dark Angel (1989) (rpt) 2:05 Stepfather 
111 (rpt) 


■ VOICE OF MUSIC 


HEBREW PROGRAMS 
19:30 From the Movies - cinema maga¬ 
zine 20:00 Mabel 21:00 Boil - docu¬ 
mentary on Berl Katznelson to mark the 
50th anniversary of his death 21:55 
Northern Exposure 22:40 Family Sto¬ 
ries - the Chizh Ik family - documentary 
on this family throughout Zionist history 
23:00 Late-night news 23:10 Late- 
Night Stories - mystery and horror from 
old and new films 23:40 Jake and the 
Fatman 


CHILDREN'S CHANNEL (6} 


■ CHANNEL 2 


11:00 Disney - Duck Tales 11:25 Thun- 
dsrbirds 11:50T&T 12:20The Legend 
of Prince Valiant 12:40 Popeye the Sai- 
forman 13:00 Film: Return of Shaggy 
Dog 14:05 Spending - consumer maga¬ 
zine 14:30 Mission Top Secret - adven¬ 
ture series 15:00 Yosef the Storyteller 
15:30 Double Dare -gameshow 16:00 
The Bold and the Beautiful 17:00 A Line 
to the News - news and interviews 
17:30 Oubele - game show 18:00 
Thunder in Paradise 19:00 Home and 
Away 19:30 Lingo - game show 20:00 
News 20:30 World Travels 21:0O Com¬ 
edy Store 21:30 Ruby - local talk-show 
hosted by Ruby Porat-Shuvaf 22:30 
Film: Bermuda Grace - Detective Sam 
Grace is sent hi Bermuda to investigate a 
mysterious death. He and his partner, a 
young British policeman, pursue the 
guihy through the Bermuda islands. 
23:30 News 23:35 Continuation of film 


6:30 Cartoons 9:05 Dreamstone 9:30 
Zoo Life 10:05 Tasmania 10:30 Xuxa 
11:00 Loony Tunes 11:30 Charles in 
Charge 12:00 Davis Rules 12:30 The 
Wonder Years 13:00 Saved by the Bell 
13:30 Big Brother Jake 14:00 Cartoons 
14:30 Dreamstone 15:00 Zoo Ufa 
15:35 Tazmaraa 15:00 Xuxa 16:30 
Loony Tunes 17:00 Charles in Charge 
17:30 Davis Rules 18:00 The Wonder 
Years 18:30 Saved by the Bell 19:00 
Big Brother Jake 19:30 Neighbors 
19:55 Married with Children 20:20 The 
Simpsons20:45 All In the Family 2T: fO 
Hunter 


6:08 Waking to Music 9:00 Poulenc: 
Slnfonietta (New London); Gounod: 
Masse solonelle (St Cecilia); Satie: 3 
Gymnopedes 10:25 Coplogd: Concerto 
for clarinet with string orchestra, harp 
and piano; E. Von Koch; Saxophone con¬ 
certo; M. Stem: 3 Ancient Pieces for flute 
and guitar (Eisler-Kashi, Lavan); Y. 
Braun: Sonata for horn and piano (Rl- 
mon, Canino) 11:20 Works for strings 
12:30 Reuben Seroussi in guitar recital 
- works by Takamitsu. Scarlatti, Britten, 
Shapira. Villa-Lobos 14:08 Ramirez: 
Mtssa Crioila (Carreras); Rodrigo; Ada¬ 
gio from Condetlo de Aranjuez; Bizet: 
Habanera and Seguedilla from CarmBn; 
Ponce: Canzona and Rondo (Segovia): 
Songs from Zarzuelas sung by Piaddo 
Domingo; Granados; Allegro from Con¬ 
certo (Da Laroccha); Albeniz: Sevilla (Se¬ 
govia); Piazzola: B Tango TunesISriM) 
From the World's Concert Halts - Berlin 
Festival 1993. German Symphony Or¬ 
chestra cond. Vladimir Ashkenazy. Stra¬ 
vinsky: Orpheus ballet music; Take- 
mitsu: Distant Voices: Mendelssohn: 
Symphony no 5 18:00 Piano works by 
Brahms 19:05 Popular works by Czech 
composers 20:03 A Musical Journey 
22:00 From the Record Shelf 23:00 
Rainbow of Sounds 


SECOND SHOWING (6) 


22:00 Comfort of Strangers (1990) - sil¬ 
ly psychological thriller with Natasha 
Richardson and Rupert Everett as a 
young couple on holiday in Venice who 
are befriended by a mysterious stranger 
(Christopher Watkenl. Directed by Paul 
Schroder 23:45The Bitter Tea of Gener¬ 
al Yen (1933) - Barbara Stanwyck stars 
as an American missionary in Shanghai 
who is captured by a Chinese warlord 
whom she falls in love with. Directed by 
Frank Capra (87 mins) 


■ RADIO 1 

6:06 Hebrew songs 7:00 News in En¬ 
glish 7:15 News in French 7:30 Hebrew 
songs 8:05 Oial 9:05 It's Open 10:05 
Teleradio 11:05 Finger on the Pulse 
12:05 Middle East Magazine 13:00 
News and program in English 13:30’ 
News and program In French 14:05 
Youth programs 15:05 Jewish folklore 
16:05 Gold Watch Club 17:00 News in 
English 17:02 News in French 17:05 
Voice of the Arts 16:05 Religious pro¬ 
grams 20:00 Evening news 20:50 Bible 
portion 21:0O Judaism 22:05 Relation¬ 
ships 23:05 Words that Try to Touch 


■ RADIO 2 


■ DISCOVERY CHANNEL (8) 


■ JORDAN TV (unofficial) 


brew dialoguei 11:30 a.m, 1:30, 3:30, 
5:30 * Beverly Cop 3 7:45. 10 * Tta 
FUntstones 11:30 a.m, 1:45. 5:30,7:45, 
10 ★ True Lie* 11:30 a.m„ 4:45, 7:30, 
10:15 

NETANYA 

G.G. GIL 1-5 tt 628452 Free Witty 7:45, 
10 * Thumbelina (Hebrew dialogue) 
11:30 a.m, 1:30,3:30, 5:30 * The Flint- 
stones 11:30 a.m, 1,4,6, 9,10 * Get¬ 
ting Even With Dad 11:30 a.m, 2, 5. 
7:30, 10 * Tree Lies 11:30 a.m, 4:46, 
7:30,10:15 RAV-CHEN1-48 618570Tta 
Lion King (English dialogue) 7:30,9:46 

* Speed 7:15, 9:45 * The Lion King 
(Hebrew dialogue )*Monkey Troub- 
laaBlenk Check 11 a.m, 1, 5 * A 
Bronx Tafts 9:45 * Blank Check 11 
a.m, 1. 5, 7:30. 9:45 

OR YEHUDA 

G.G. GIL Ace Venture "Robocop III 
11:30 a.m, 5. 7:30 * In tta Name of 
tta Father*Rouge 10 

PETAHT1KVA 

G.G- HECHAL 1-3 8 9300844 Speed 
7:45,10 * The Lion King (Hebrew dia¬ 
logue) 11:30 mm.. 2. 4,6 * Thumbelina 
(Hebrew dialogue) 11:30 a.m, 2 * The 
Rintationes 11 a.m, 2,4,6,8,10 * True 
Lies 11:30 a.m, 4:45. 7:30,10:15 G. G. 
RAM 1-3 * 9340818 Maverick 10 * The 
Uon King 5, 8.10 * Free Willy 5, 7:30 

* Beverly Cop III 5, 7:45. 10 
RA'ANANA 

M0FET Sidekicks 5. 7:15 ★ Short 
Cuts 9:15 4 HosemtM 12:45 PARK The 
Lion King (English dialogue) 7:30, 9:45 

* The Lion King (Hebrew dialogue) 
10:45 a.m, 12:45. 3, 5:15 * The Three 
Ninja Kid 11 a.m, 1,3, 5 + Speed 7:30. 
10 * The Mask 11 a.m, 1, 3:15. 5:30. 
7.30, 10 * Robocop HI 10:45 a.m, 
12:46. 3. 5:75 * The FUntstones 11 
a-m, 1.3,5.7:30,9:45 * True Lies7:45. 
10 

RAMATGAN 

RAV-GAN 14 -a 797121* The Mask 11 
a.m, 1,3,5.7:30.9:45 * Tta Lion King 
(Hebrew dialogue) 11 a.m, 1, 3, 5:15 * 
The Lion Kuig (English dialogue) :30, 
9:45 * The FUntstones 11 a.m, 1, 3, 5, 
7:30,9:45 * Blank Check ii a.m, 5 * 
A Bronx Tale 9:45 * Monkey Trouble 
1. 3 RAV-OASIS 1-3 ® 6730687 Speed 
7:30, 9:45 *c The Mask 11 a.m„ 5, 7:30, 
9:45 * True Lies 11 a.m, 5 

RAMAT HASHARON 
KOKHAV Getting Even WUh Dad 11 
a.m, 5, 7 * Baraka 9:30 
RAM LA 

HECHAL HATARBVT Kike 9:30 * Free 

WlUy 5, 7:15 

REHOVOT 

CHEN 1-4 » 465979 The Uon King (.He¬ 
brew dialogue) 11, 4:45 * The Lion 
King (English dialogue) 6:30, 10 * 
Speed 7:45,10 * The Mask 11 a.m, 5, 
7:30, 9:45 ★ Tree Lies 11 a.m, 4:30, 7, 
9:30 

RISHON LEZION 

NA'AMAN S 941522 Rouge 7:30, 9:45 

* Lota Summer Blues 5 RAV-CHEN 1-4 
» 9670503/7 Tta Mask 11 a.m„ 1. 3. 5, 
7:30, 9:45 * Ace Ventura 9:45 * 
Speed 7:15, 9:45 * The Uon king (En¬ 
glish dialogue) 7:30, 9:45 * Blank 
Chock 11 a-m, 1, 5, 7:30 * Tha Uon 
King (Hebrew dialogue )*The Three 
Ninja Kid 11 a.m, 1, 5 RISHON ® 
9653230 Tta Getaway 7:30, 9:45 * Tel 
Aviv Stories 5 G.G. RON 1-3 & 9662175 
Schindler’s List 8:30 * Maverick 
7:30, 10 HAZAHAV The Mask«T1ie 
FUntstones 11 ;30 a.m„ 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 
7:30, 10 * Thom be tins (Hebrew dia¬ 
logue) 11:30 a.m, 1:30, 3:30. 5:30 
RISHON NEW IND. AREA 

GAL 1-5 a 9619669 The Uon King (En¬ 
glish dialogue) 8. 10 * Tha Lion King 
(Hebrew dialogue) 7:45, 10 * Blank 
Check 11:30 a.m., 2. 5 * Getting Even 
With Dad 7:30. 10 * The Hudsucker 
Proxy 10 * Speed 11:30 &.m„ 5, 7:30. 
10 * Three Ninja IGd 11:30 a.m.. 5 * 
Ace Ventura 11:30 a.m, 7:30 * Ken¬ 
tucky Fried Movie 11:30 a.m, 5, 7:30, 
10 

UPPER NAZARETH 

G.G GIL & 06-561332 The Three Ninja 
Kid 11:30 a.m, 4:45 * Ace Venture 7. 
9:30 * True Ues 11:30 a.m, 4:45.7:30. 
10:15 * Blank CheekeRobocop 10- 

* Speed*Beverly Cop IU*The Flint- 
stones 11:30 a.m., 4:45, 7, 9:3- 

* Tons phono reservations OS- 
5252244 

Ail times are p.m. unless other¬ 
wise indicated. 


17:00 French programs 18:30 News in 
French 19:00 News in Hebrew 19:15 
Documentary 20:00 News in Arabic 
20:30 Home Free 21:10 Galactic Odys¬ 
sey 22:00 News in English 22:20 Ma¬ 
trix 23:15 No Job for a Lady 


6:00 Open University: Management and 
Economics 11:00 The Shape I’m In 
12:00 Beyond 2000 13:00 Pacific Out¬ 
doors 13130 Dream Chasers 14:00 
Open University lrpt of morning's pro¬ 
grams) 16:00 The Shape I'm in 17:00 
Beyond 200018:00 Open University (rpt 
of morning's programs) 20:00 Extra Di¬ 
mension 21:00 John Updike 22:00 Ju¬ 
lio Gonzalez 23:00 Lor Lubovrtch Dance 
Co. 00:00 Open University 


6:06 This Morning - news magazine 
8:05 Another Matter 9:05 What We Had 
There 10:05 It's All Talk 12:05 Midday- 
news, commentary, music 14:05 Magic 
Moments 15:05 Foreign Affairs 15:45 
Foreign Press 1 Bc05 The Color of Money 
17:05 Hebrew songs 18:05 Today - 
newsreel 19:05 Legal Discussions 
20:05 Hebrew songs 21:05 News head¬ 
lines 21:15 Night Games 23:05 Rolling 
Money 00:05 Midnight Magazine 
00:30 Rolling Money, continued 1:09 
Into the Night 5:05 First Light 


■ RADIO 3 

Music all day and night 


U MIDDLE EAST TV 


■ SUPER CHANNEL 


■ REKA 


14:00 The 700 Club 14:55 Prim: Thanks 
a Million - Man with a photographic 
memory joins the army and is quickly 
promoted. Starring William Tracy, 
James Gleason 16:30 Mighty Mouse 
17:20 Dangermouse 17:48 Superbook 
18:10 Documentary 19:10 Rescue 911 
20:00 World News Tonight 20:30 CNN 
Headline News 21:0O The Cosby Show 
21:30 The Commish 22:20 Missing 
Persons 23:10 700 Club 00:00 Special 
Programs 


CABLE 


■ FAMILY CHANNEL (3) 


6:30 NBC News with Tom Brokaw 7:00 
Weekly Business 7:30 NBC News with 
Tom Brokaw 8:00 /TN World News 8:15 
Weekly Business 8:45 Strictly Business 
9:00 ITN World News 9:18 Strictly Busi¬ 
ness 9:30 NBC News with Tom Brokaw 
10:00 Super Shop 11:00 Rivera Live 
12:00 Holiday Destinations 12:30 
Equal Time 13:00 Today's Business 
14c 00 Today 14:30 FT Business Today 
15:00 Today 15:30 The Money Wheel 
18:30 FT Business Tonight 19:00 To¬ 
day 20:00 fTN World News Live 20:301 
Witness Video 21:30 NBC News Maga¬ 
zine 22:30 Entertainment X-Press 
23:00 ITN World News 23:30 The Best 
of the Tonight Show with Joy Leno 
00:30 Real Personal 


18:00 News in English 18:15 News in 
French 20:00 News in Russian 


ARMY RADIO 


8:00 Local broadcast 9:00 One Life to 
Live 9:45 The Young and the Restless 
10:30 Guests in the Living Room 11:00 
ILoveLucy11:30 Antonella 12:15 Mur¬ 
phy Brown 12^0 Falcon Crest 13:30 
Coarii 14:00 Israeli Clips 14:10 Dan¬ 
gerous Women 15:00 Topaz 15:50 
Knots Landing 18:40 Three's Company 
17:05 Love Boat 17:50 Israeli Clips 
18:00 One Life to Live 18:45 The Young 
and The Restless 19:30 Local broadcast 


STAR PLUS 


5:02 Good Morning IDF 6:00 An¬ 
nouncements 6:05 Broadcast University 
- Economics and Politics 6:30 Good 
Morning Israel 7:07 Seven-OSeven 
8:00 Good Morning Israel 9:05 It's Diffi¬ 
cult in the Morning 10:05 Right for the 
Summer 12:50 Today's Entertainment 
13:00 Midday News 13:15 The Heat's 
Canceled 15:05 Someone to Talk To 
16:00 An Hour Before 17:00 Good Eve¬ 
ning Israel 18:05 Peace on the Horizon 
18:30 End of the Day 20:00 Evening 
news 20:30 Come to the Board 21:05 
ParghOi* 22:05. Vitamins 23JKS, This 
Was the Day 00:10 Night Birds 2:00 We 
Don't Want to Sleep • 


7:00 The Sullivans 7:30 Neighbors 
8:00 Santa Barbara 9:00 The Bold and 
the Beautiful 9:30 Donahue 10:30 
Oprah Winfrey 11:30 Nathalie Dupree 
12:00 KTV 12:30 Ovid and the Gang 
13:00 Kidstreet 13:30 Family Play¬ 
house 14:00 The India Show 14:30 
Neighbors 15:00 M*A"S*H 15:30 
Movie: That Magic Moment 17:30 The 


ARMY ON WHEELS 


7:05 The State on the Way 9:05 Hebrew 
songs 11:05 Sun 13:05 Air Condition¬ 
ing 14:05 Summer Seeds 15:05 Pro¬ 
gram with Dubi Lentz 16:05 Driving 
Wisely 18:05 Program with Lea Oz 
20:05 Drive In 22:05 Good Night 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Trip going to bar is cause of 
difficulty (S-51 

9 Go into field event with 
shaky start (7) 

J.0 Where doctors may work 
into the mind? (7) 

11 Hack composer drops in (4) 

12 Shaw's captain has money 
tied up (10) 

14 Painter into turning over an 
all o tment (6) 

15 Materials for books in 
Morocco, possibly (8) 

17 Tailless young sheep safe 
here in Wales? (8) 

18 Rogues in a pack (6) 

21 Top drawer, his aim? (10) 

22 Seaweed extract from 
Malaga rocks (4) 


24 Tenor fitted with hairpiece, 
it is commonly understood 
(7) 

25 Apostolic letter (it peels if 
mishandled) (7) 

28 Ageippa, we lean, comes out 
in togas and the like (7-7) 


7 Latin-derived name for a 
rose, would you say? (15) 

8 Confidential statements of 
party in Anglo-Saxon? (6) 

13 Index directed at foreign ref 
in play? (10) 


16 Oily fish fellows ate with 
entree starters (8) 


DOWN 

1 Cocktail, one for the road? 
(7) 


. 17 Envoy for beneficiary who is 
a bit short (6) 


2 Churlish about losing on 
Alps ski-run, met trouble 
(15) 

3 Fight, yet about not h i ng ! (4) 

4 Take cover! (© 

5 Benefit announced, then 
denied (8) 

6 Standard-bearing, like a 
good citizen? (3-7) 


19 Mostofcoonty on alaka that 
is dreamlike (7) 


20 Groups ofagreeD disposition 
(6) 


28 Worn out piece of palimpsest 
(4) 



SOLUTIONS 


snnasscDQOHia 

o u a q a 

□ ausaasQHnao a 
hsqq m a □ amsa 

a m □ n s a 

cinaaBaa 

s □ anaaa □ a 
Eiaaa a n arana 
a 3 009013 3 0 

aaaaagQ Q3E3BQHO 
a a a □ a a 

bhljjs u a a anas 

a anaaoaoaaQQ a 
a □ a a s 
ooBHaaanaas 


T«aenlay , *QnkkSohiticm 
ACROSS: 1 Benny. 4 Fishery, 8 
Lectern. 9 Break, 10 Emend, 11 
Unequal, 13 Elza, 15 Embody, 17 
Severe. 20 NeA 22 Pretext, 34 Etara. 
28 Exist, 27Honesty2BSchnlar, 29 
Lamed. 

DOWN: 1 Believe, 2 Nacre. 3 'Edded, 
4 Fungus. 5 Sable, 8 Execute, 71bkeL 
12 Nea, 14 Lynx, 18 Blemish, IS 
Eternal. 19 Esaayed. 21 Etcher. 22 
Press, 29 Extol, 25 Epsom. 



QUICK CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Obdurate, 
unbending (7) 

5 Lift np with effort 
(5) 

8 Rub out (5) 

9 Referee (7) 

10 National emblem of 
Scotland IT) 

11 Brie£ sneti&ct (5) 

12 Debilitated (6) 

14 Authoritarian (6) 

17 Fleeced (5) 

19 Breastbone (7? 

22 Butt in (7) 

23 River in Italy (5) 

24 Impaled (5) 

25 Place where hides 
are processed (7) 


DOWN 

1 Skilful (S) 

2 Greed (7) 

3 Wideawake (5) 

4 Tricky question (6) 

5 Natural home (7) 

6 On the move (5) 

7 Resolute, serious 
(7) 

12 Angling (7) 

13 Drooping, sickly (7) 

15 Base, infamous (7) 

16 Point of view (6) 

18 Aquatic mammal 

(5) 

20 Consumed (5) 

21 Blithe (5) 
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Histadrut may 
put Bloomfield 
Stadium on lien 


M1CHAL YUDELMAN 


THE Histadrut intends to put its flag¬ 
ship, Bloomfield Stadium, on lien in 
exchange for bank, loans to pay sala¬ 
ries ana reinstate its financial bal¬ 
ance, it was learned yesterday. 

Histadrut Treasurer Haim Oron 
asked the executive's approval to put 
a list of some 16 real estate assets, 
including mortmain properties (in¬ 
alienable goods) identified with the 
federation and Labor movement for 
generations. 

These include Bloomfield, one of 
the country’s best sports stadiums, 
the Labor Movement’s archives in 
the Lavon Institute and labor council 
buildings in Ofakim, Ashkelon, Tibe¬ 
rias, Ness Ziona, Jerusalem and other 
cities. 

When Chair man Haim Ramon was 
elected, he announced he would sell 
the Histadrut’s assets to pay off its 
debts. But most of the real estate was 
already on lieu to banks and could not 
be touched. 

The properties on Oran’s list are in 
addition to those already signed over 
to the banks. 

Senior Histadrut sources expressed 
support for Oran's dedskntfnit noted 
that should the Histadrut fail to repay 
its debts, then these assets - estimated 
atsomeNIS IS million-will fall into 
the creditors’ hands. 

Acting Histadrut Chairman MK 
Amir Peretz, who is filling Ramon’s 
place while the latter is on holiday, 
reported to the executive co mmi ttee 
about his meeting earlier yesterday 


with the Histadrut headquarters 
workers’ staf£ to discuss a voluntary 
retirement program. 

Hundreds of workers are to be fired 
immediately after die holidays and 
hundreds more during the year, 
reaching more than 1,000. 

The workers’ staff chainnan, Bra¬ 
cks Siegelman, said that instead of 
discussing cutbacks with die work¬ 
ers’ representatives, as had been 
agreed, Peretz presented die manage¬ 
ment's plans for dismissals 

He offered 200% severance foes 
for workers with over 20 years’ se¬ 
niority, including their pension funds. 

Siegelman noted that while Ramon 
and Peretz want to fire die workers, 

claiming financial cutbacks, the y in¬ 
tend to hire new ones in their stead on 
personal contracts, even though it has 
not been proved that personal con¬ 
tracts would cost die Histadrut any 
less. 

How would the Histadrut be able to 
fight for organized labor and against 
personal contracts in private places of 
employment, when its own manage¬ 
ment is encouraging personal con¬ 
tracts, sbe asked. 

The works’ committee has called 
an emergency meeting for tomorrow 
to plan its Waf fle against foe new 

leadership's plans. The works’ com¬ 
mittee intends to declare a labor dis¬ 
pute leading to a general strike, for 
die first thrift in die Histadrufs 
history. 


Study: 30% of soldiers 
carry 80% of combat 
reserve burden 


ALON PINKAS 


EIGHTY percent of the combat re¬ 
serve service burden foils on 30% of 
the reservists;, while 50% of all re¬ 
servists are not being summoned at 
all, according to a study conducted at 
the request of Labor MK Ra’anan 
Cohen. 

Cohen, a member of the Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Com¬ 
mittee, proposes to change die un¬ 
equal reserve service duties through a 
plan be submitted yesterday to Prime 
Minister and Defuse Minister Yitz¬ 
hak Rabin, Finance Minister Avra- 
ham Shohat, Chief of Staff Lt-Gen. 
Ehud Barak and MK Ori Orr, chair¬ 
man of the committee. 

The 26-page proposal highlights a 
five-point plan to redistribute the re¬ 
serve burden, with the aim to reduce 
service for combat soldiers sum- 


Teachers threatening to strike 

IN what has become something of an “The teachers are de manding all 
ammal ritual, the country's teachers foe benefits given to the engineers’ 
are threatening to strike when foe union and won't settle for less,’’ 
school year starts on September 1. union spokesperson Kinneret Katz 


Representatives of foe Treasury, 
foe Education Ministry and foe two 
teachers’ unions were meeting late 
lost night at Beit Histadrut Hamorim 
in Tel Aviv to discuss disagreements 
over the pact signed with foe teachers 
in May 1993. 


said. 

“Everything was fixed and sealed 
and now they want to open it up 
again,” Education Ministry spokes¬ 
person Rivka Shraga said, noting foe 
teachers had been given a 25% wage 
increase over three years. 

Batsheva Tsur 
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THE HEBREW UniVEIUITV 
OF JERUJfllEfn 


The Faculty of Law 

HARRY AND MICHAEL SACHER INSTITUTE 
FOR LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH AND COMPARATIVE LAW, 

under the auspices of the 
Israel Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities 

invite the public to participate in a 
COLLOQUIUM OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL SCIENCES 
0ALS/UNESCO) 

FREEDOM OF CONTRACT AND CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 

August 29-Septamber 1,1994 / 22-25 EJul 5754 

Maiersdotf Faculty Club, Mount Scopus, Jerusalem, room 503 
All the sessions will be held in English and French. 

Fbr further information, please phone Prof. Albedo Mordechaf Rafaello, 
CnaumanOrgwttang Committee and Director, Sacher Institute 

Tel. 02-882535; Fax: 02-882565; 5 

Fbr a. Rstcflegalpub&cations of iheSachar Institute, cafl ! 

Tel. 02-882550; Fax: 02-823042 4 



CM Guard volunteer Yitzhak Ben-Lulu receives a certificate of appreciation from Jerusalem police chief Arye Amlt, Police Minister 
Moshe Shahs! and Inspector-General Assaf Hefetz for his efforts in apprehending the terrorists who planned an attack in the capital 
earlier flifo month. (Brian Headier) 

IDF soldier wounded in border attack 


AN IDF soldier was lightly wounded 
when a mortar round mt an IDF 
stronghold on foe border between Is¬ 
rael and Lebanon. 

It was not dear last night whether 
the shooting, including foe firing of 
several Katyusha rockets, was in re¬ 
sponse to foe accidental shelling by 
South Lebanese Army gunners of 
Arab Salim village, north of the zone, 
on Saturday. 

A resident of foe village, repented 
to be a member of the Amal Shi’ite 
movement, was killed in the errone¬ 
ous SLA mortar shelling and three 
women were wounded. 

The IDF is inv estigating foe inci¬ 
dent, which violated the Operation 
Accountability understandings under' 


DAVID RUDGE 


which Israel guaranteed not to shell 
Lebanese villages, in. return for Hiz¬ 
bullah’s pledge not to fire Katyusha 
rock ets at foe Galilee. 

UNLFIL sources said that around 
10 mortar rounds were fired from 
north of foe zone yesterday and about 
five Katyusha rockets. 

Military sources said an IDF sol¬ 
dier was lightly wounded in a mortar 
attack yesterday on an IDF outpost 
along the northern border and that 
IDF gunners had returned fire. 

The wounded soldier was brought 
by helicopter to foe Nahariya govern¬ 
ment hospital, where he was reported 
to be suffering from shrapnel wounds 


In his hip and back. 

Anews agency report said foe mar? 
tar round fell just inside Israeli 
territory. 

There were also exchanges later in 
the afternoon in foe Aishiyeh region 
after gunmen fired several mortar 
rounds at an IDF position there. 
There were no casualties among the 
IDF troops QU that fimKinn and IDF 
gunners returned fire. 

News agencies also reported IDF 
and SLA shelling of suspected terror¬ 
ist targets in foe Jab’l Rafiah and 
Arab Salim regions, north of foe zone 
in foe eastern sector, as well as in foe 
area of Kafra and Yatar villages. 


north of the zone, in foe western 
sector yesterday morning. 

In an unrelated incident, Lebanese 
rarfin ^tipns reported that Hizbullah 
activists had infiltrated deep into the 
zone yesterday, near Bonrghonz vil¬ 
lage, north of Maijayoun. 

According to foe reports, they hi¬ 
jacked force men working on a new 
road construction project in the area 
and tied them up. The Hizbullah men 
reportedly said that the incident was a 
wanting and that anybody who used 
the road in foe future would be killed. 

• The reports said that it took foe 
workers several hours before they 
were able to free themselves and in¬ 
form foe authorities in foe area of foe 
~ modem. 


moned to30-45 days a year. The plan 


for foe reserve budget and payments 
system, enlarging the reservoir of 
combat soldiers, establishing stand¬ 
ing army units to compensate for foe 
future shortening of compulsory ser¬ 
vice, exempting combat reserve sol¬ 
diers over foe age of 35 from “rou¬ 
tine security” tasks, and financially 
rewarding comb at soldiers for any 
service longer than 21 days. 

Accepting and inqtiememing foe ■ 
plan, says Cohen, will not only equal¬ 
ize reserve service burden, fort save 
the IDF over NIS 500 million. 

Army sources said in response that 
the DDF wDl study the plan thorough¬ 
ly, but that it is foe defense minister 
who will have to review its feasibility 
and viability. 


Rabin cancels meeting 
with Meretz ministers 


MICHAL YUDELMAN 


PRIME Minister Rabin yesterday 
canceled today's scheduled meeting 

arife'Mimta? sinini4»fctn tfigcUSS fo©=- 

terrhs of Shas's return to (lie 
coalition. 

No reason was given for the can¬ 
cellation, but Meretz sources specu¬ 
lated that it could be because Envi¬ 
ronment Minister Yossi Sarid could 
not attend foe meeting. 

The meeting had first been sched¬ 
uled for last Friday, but was post¬ 
poned at Communications Minister 
Shnlamit AIonFs request, because 
Sand and Education Minister Amnon 
Rubinstein could not attend due to 
prior commitments. 

Shas last week rejected Atom's 
compromise proposal to cancel the 
commitment to preserve foe religious 
status quo through legislation, witfa- 
Labor instead making a commitment 
to preserve the status quo. 

Aloni suggested establishing a 
committee, headed by Justice Minis¬ 
ter David Liba'i and ministers of le¬ 
gal expertise, to check, whether legis¬ 
lation is justifiable if any coalition 
partner claims that the status quo has 
been violated 

According to Atom’s proposal, Ra¬ 
bin would be the one to determine 
whether such legislation would be 
prepared or not, and foe sides will 


accept his decision. Aloni reiterated 
at her meeting with Rabin last week 
that- Meretz could not accept Shas's 
condition to implement religious leg¬ 
islation every time Shas felt that- foe 
religious status quo was violated, say¬ 
ing this would turn Israel into a hala- 
duc state. 

Shas has demanded that status quo 
legislation be given the same stand¬ 
ing of the basic laws, which are even 
above foe Supreme Court. 

Last week, Shas presented Rabin 
with an ultimatum: unless foe coali¬ 
tion agreement is implemented by 
next week, Shas will join the opposi¬ 
tion and fi ght with foe Likud to ad¬ 
vance the date of the next Knesset 
elections. 

Sarid last week expressed his frill 
support in Atom’s proposal and Mer¬ 
etz’s joint stand against Shas's de¬ 
mand Sarid is due to leave for a few 
days' vacation this morning *n<t 
would not cancel his trip to attend the 
meeting with Rabin, saying that 
Aloni has his backing and confi¬ 
dence, and could run it herself. 

But Meretz sources speculated that 
Rabin prefers that Sarid be present at 
the meeting, since he is considered to 
be more flexible about giving in to 
Shas “for foe sake of the peace pro¬ 
cess.” 


Islamic movement calls 
for / Jerusalem First’ 
approach to peace talks 




THE Israeli Arab Islamic Movement 
is urging a “Jerusalem First” ap¬ 
proach in the peace talks. . 

The call was made during amass 
rally attended by thousands of the 
movement’s supporters in Kafr Kana, 
near Nazareth, on Saturday night 
Sheikh Abdallah Nimr Darweesh, 
spiritual head of .tiie .fundamentalist 
Islamic Movement, said the issue of 
Jerusalem should be put at the top of 
the agenda in the peace negotiations. 

He told an Israel Radio reporter 
that putting Jerusalem first -meant 
patting peace first, because Jerusalem 
had in the past been the cause of 
many wars aiui on the other hand had 
also been a center of stability. 

Darweesh said tiie Jerusalem issue 
was the key ensuring peace and secu¬ 
rity if it was resolved, while faflnre to 


do so conld result in the breakdown 
of foe talks or worse. 

“The Islamic Movement wants 
stability in tiie Middle East,” said 
Darweesh. “We want peace and 
'therefore we bring this slogan of Jeru¬ 
salem fust before anything else.” 

He maintain ed in tiie short inter¬ 
view that anybody who tried to 
“swallow all of Jerusalem” rod 
make it the capital of (me state or 
another would be ma k ing a grave 
mistake. 

Leaders of the movement also 
called on Hamas to cooperate with 
the PLO to try and ensure progress in 
foe peace'process. 

The rally, which lasted for several 
horns, was organized by tiie move- 
mot to marie foe birthday of foe 
Prophet Mohammed. 


US Navy worried over sale 
of advanced subs to Egypt 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 


Arab-American group 
denounces Latin American 
embassy moves to capital 


THE US Navy is concerned over foe 
decision to sell two advanced subma¬ 
rines to Egypt, fearing fee craft conki 
be eventually passed to hostile third 
countries. 

The deal for the construction of the 
two submarines at a Mississippi ship¬ 
yard has been approved by the State 
Department. 

the concern is not aimed necessar¬ 
ily at Egypt, but reflects general fears 
concerning the possible future use of 


foe submarines, which an/ quiet and 
have strong firepower. In particular, 
the navy fears foe subs will be used 
by regimes facing US Navy block¬ 
ades, such as those being carried out 
now against Haiti and Iraq. 

Eg ypt argued to the State Depart¬ 
ment that as a friendly country pro¬ 
tecting foe Suez Canal, they need a 
modem substitute for the old Soviet 
vessels they now use. 


AMMAN (AP) - A US-based pro- 
Arab lobbying grotto yesterday de¬ 
nounced a reported decision by three 
Latin American countries to move 
foeir embassies in Israel to Jerusalem. 

The. Washington-based American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination group 
called for an argent UN Security 
Council meeting on the issue and 
recommended that it impose sanc¬ 
tions on Bolivia, Paraguay and the 
Dominican Republic if they go ahead 
with the move. 

Israel’s Foreign Ministry on Au¬ 
gust 15 announced that the three na¬ 
tions would move to the Jerusalem 
area as a tradeoff for keeping Israeli 
embassies in their countries. 

Israel had said ft would close its 


diplomatic missions in those coun¬ 
tries for budgetary reasons. But For¬ 
eign Ministry spokeswoman Behira 
Berdnga said Israel would not dose 
embassies in countries that move 
their diplomatic missions to 
Jerusalem. 

In its statement, the American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination Group, 
which has an office in Jordan, called 
on Bolivia, Paraguay and foe Domini¬ 
can Republic “not to yield to.the 
Israeli blackmail” 

‘'“The ADC warns that mov ing the 
embassies to Jerusalem would only 
add complications to a very sensitive* 
issue and jeopardize the entire peace 
process,” said the statement sen! by 
telefax to The Associated Press. 
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TOURISTS! VISITORS! 
JERUSALEMITES! 

Visiting Israel? Going abroad? Looking for a gift or two? 

HiwTtkigibraban*ajn ?. 

Then make a beeline for the 
Summer Happening at The Jerusalem Post downtown 
parking lot at 10 Harav Kook 

There are 30 stalls packed with bargains. Judaica, wood toys, stained 
glass, silk, ceramics, jewelry, video cassettes, paperbacks, kids' books, 
albums and more, much much more. 

Come to The Post's Crafts and Book sale 

Friday, August 26 - • > ! 

From 9*30 am. to 2KX) pJTL BSITRANOE FREE - SEE YOU THERE! 
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Arab MKs 
threaten 
to revolt 

DAVID RUDGE 

THE government is facing a revolt £ 
by Arab MKs in its ranks and those 
who have formed a blocking vote fa 
.foe Knesset unless action Is takes 
soon to end foe pfight of 

Arab councils. . .. . ,_\7 

Deputy ministers Walid SadeK 
(Meretz) and Nawaf MassaUu (La-: 
hoc) Joined forces with Democratic; 
Arab Party MKs Abdul Wahpb 
Darawshe and Tateb a-Sanaa soft 
ffariash MKs Tamar Gorzansty 
Hashem Mahameed and Saleh Sit* 
iim in issuing an ultimatum to 
government 

It was sent In the form of a letter 
to Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
saying font unless the finanefti 
problems of foe Arab cotmdk were 
resolved by the end of this month-; 
they would see themselves as befog 
free of any obligations to the 
government 

This in turn would allow them^tfl 
vote against tiie government in no- 
confidence motions and especially 
against foe government’s budget 
proposals fin: next y^ar. ?. 

The decision was taken muqi£ 
monsly at a meeting yesterday -m 
the so-called monitoring committfe 
of Arab leaders, indudftig 
mayors and local authority 
chairmen. ; 

Adi Eldar, chainnan of t$b 
Union of Local Authorities (UL$ 
was also present at the meeting at 
the Arab coond! heads’ protest ^ 
tent opposite the Prime Minitier’s 
Office in Jerusalem. 

“The ULA chairman agreed to 
wtopfr onr proposals for resolving 
tire problems, by Spreading foe 
NIS ISO million of additional fund¬ 
ing offered by the government over 
two years instead of four and by 
cohsofiflatiiig deficits itith a' third 
of tiie money coming in tiie form of 
grants, another third throogh ap¬ 
proved loans and-tiie remainder 
from the collection of municipal 
taxes,” said Hussein Suleiman, 
spokesman for the Forum of Arab 
Council Heads. 

“The secretariatof theULA has 
also decided in principle to join oar 
strike unless a solution is readml 
in foe very near future,” said Hus- 
sein, who noted that the Arab coun¬ 
cil heads began their strike over 
five weeks ago. .? 

“We also in trod to continue 
meeting with foreign ambassador^, 
although we agreed to a request 
from Adi Eldar to defer sending 
delegation to UN institutions in Qe- 
neva to outline our plight then^ 
said Suleiman, who is head ;2rf 
Mash’had local council nejfr 
Nazareth. . 

He said one-day hunger strikes 
by council heads and council menv 
bers would continue in towns and 
villages throughout the Arab cofl£ 
munity. The council beads are also 
threatening to keep children at 
home at the start of the new term 1 * 
on September 1, unless their de¬ 
mands are met i 

The 53 Arab councils have scat: 
initiated deficits totaling over 
NIS 200 million and many haVg 
been nnable to pay munidpsil 
workers’ salaries for severed 
months. ' ' ' - 

The council leaders are also de¬ 
manding a judicial commission of 
inquiry to ascertain the extent of 
the discrimination agabuttbeArab 
sector and. recommend ways of 
achieving budgetary parity with 
Jewish councils in^tbe shortest pos¬ 
sible time. 
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“The Israel Education System- . 
HetpforOlhn Children” lecture wjl) 
be held this Tues. at 8 pjm. and not 
as printed in the Capital Calendar., 
.Reservations 02- 619252 
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Tourist Servicer. Car Rental 


Holiday hotel 
bookings 
THE CHEAPEST 
CAR RENTAL! 

02-389911 

03-5740048 
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